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Tyety-SixTH Conaress, Ist Session. 


Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator will allow me, I 
think I can explain this matter so that it may be 
understood. : 
in relation to it, and I want to put the matter 
straight. A bill was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, which bill was sent to the 
War Office for information and the views of the 
Secretary. The Secretary replied yesterday. The 
Committee on Military Affairs have not had a 
meeting since this reply was received. There- 
fore, of course, I have not reported it back to the 
Senate, nor does it appertain to the amendmentto 
this bill, otherwise than as it belongs to the same 
subject. His reply was upon a bill which was 
before the Committee on Military Affairs, and I 
expect to get the action of the committee on it to- 
morrow. If this subject is called up for consider- 
ation, the information called for can be laid before 
the Senate and digested as they think proper. 

Mr. BAYARD. The motion made by the hon- 
orable Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] 
this morning, which the Senate acted upon, was 
to postpone, for an houranda half, the bill which 
was then the special order—the bill to amend the 
act in relation to the Court of Claims.- With 
what I see of the tone and temper of the Senate, 
I am not desirous, though that is a practical, and 
nota political question, to press it upon them now; 
but lask the Senate to allow me to take it up, and 
as there is no special order for Monday next, to 
move to postpone it and make it the special order 
for Mohdea next, athalf past one o‘ciock. Then 
gentlemen can dispose of these other matters dur- 
ing the interim. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is a 

uestion under consideration, which must first be 
fecal of. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the appropriation bill 
will not be taken up. I think the Senator from 
Maine is quite right. We have referred this ques- 
tion to the Military Committee. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Will the Senator allow me 
to make a word of explanation ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President, I thank the 
Senator for the ppportunity that he has given me. 
Immediately after the beginning of this session, 
as soon as Congress met, niy colleague—I not 
being here then—introduced a bill providing an ap- 
propriation for a regiment of ‘Texan rangers that 
was already authorized by law. The chairman of 
the Military Committee, to which that bill was re- 
ferred, wrete immediately thereafter to the War 
Department and received no answer until yester- 
day. The object of his communication was such 
as Is usual in such cases, to obtain the necessary 
informati$n and details as to the amount of the 
appropriation. Finding that the Secretary of War 
did not send any answer to the Military Commit- 
tee, I, knowing the state of things in Texas, in- 
troduced a resolution requesting the President to 
muster the regiment into the field and trust te 
luck and to the sense of justice and the patriotism 
of the two Houses to make the a propriation af- 
terwards. I consulted with all the different De- 
partments, but I could .get no action on the part 
of any of them. In the meantime there was a 
war going on upon our northern frontier with the 
Indians and upon our western border with the 
Mexicans. 

{ found that the resolution which I introduced 
was distasteful—one side of this Chamber being 
opposed to it on general principles, and the other 
side supposing that it might involve some impu- 
‘ation on the Administration: Time passed on, 
and then I introduced an amendment to the West 
Point appropriation bill. I did that because I 
knew that if I introduced an original bill, it would 
pew the same fate that the bill which my col- 
a itroduced had met—it would be referred 
ie oe _ An appropriation bill came in 
a = ha Point Academy. I then moved, as 
for — ment to that, making an appropriation 

1s regiment that was already provided for by 

law. Last Wednesday or Thursday that 
tien y y that ques- 
came up. We took atest vote on it. The 
nator from Maine says it was obvious that his 
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side of the Chamber was opposed to it. There 


| were at least three Senators on that side who de- 
| clared that they would vote for it. 
| tempted to vote it down, by a motion to refer it 


It was at- 


to a committee. We took a test vote upon that 
motion. There were 31 votes in favor of the 
measure and against the reference, and 25 on the 
other side. Just at that time, however, by some 
parliamentary legerdemain which I do not under- 
stand, whilst I was fillibustering about, and elec- 
tioneering for my bill, and trying to get votes for 
it, the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Sautssury] 
had the bill referred to a committee; and ‘‘ Presto 
change !’’ before I could turn around and see what 


| was done, the Senate had it again from the com- 


mittee, and upon the table. [Laughter.] 

Under these circumstances, I waited to see what 
would turn up next. Then Senators wanted some 
information from the War Department. We now 
have the information from the War Department. 
Yesterday morning I came here and desired to 
call up the bill, but I was told not to press it. 


| The Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Bensamiy] said || 
that they had one or two judiciary bills which they | 
would get through in a short time, and as soon 


as they were through with, he would aid me in 
this. In order to get his aid, I forebore to press 
it. This morning the Senator from Mississippi 
wanted to speak. Well, I was willing to let him 
do that, The speech has been delivered; the 
chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary is 
willing to postpone the regular order, and we ask 
to take this up; and now it is objected to, and 


| from the State of Georgia comes the objection. 


I will say to the Senator from Georgia that] 
received this morning a newspaper from Texas, 
published on the 25th day of last month, only ten 
days ago,in which we have the information, then 
just received, that in three of the center counties 
of the State the Indians have simultaneously made 
an attack, one of them a county within fifty or 
one hundred miles of the seat of government. 
There are four counties now invaded. Some eight 
or ten different parties of Indians have attacked 
the settlements in four different counties, and three 


of those lying almost adjoining the county in | 


which the seat of government is situated. Five 


| persons were killed in Bosque, one of those cen- 





| 


| 


ter counties, and two persons in Coryell. In 
Lampassas they do not See what destruction pt 
life and of property has taken place. 
Pinto some four or five families had been attacked. 
There were men there present who drove the In- 
dians off; but they at last attacked a house inhab- 
ited by four women, in which there were no men, 
and aes four women were captured. Their 


| neighbors immediately followed upon the Indian 


trail, and they found two of them with unmis- 
takable evidence upon their persons of having been 
abused in the most iscualincener, and scalped. 
Since that time the other two have been turned 
loose to return home, without a vestige of cloth- 
ing upon them—the habit of the Camanches being 
to turn loose those whom they have abused, if 
they do not kill them. 
nder these circumstances, with a war raging 

not upon our northern frentier, but carried down 
to the very seat of government, with a war upon 
the Rio Grande going on now, I ask,am I impa- 
tient, having waited for nearly two megnths here 
to get some legislative action on the subject? Sen- 
ators the other day objected, because I understood 
them, in substance, to say they wanted the Ad- 
ministration to make a recommendation. The 
Administration is now making it. The Secretar 
of War has informed the chairman of the Mili- 
tary Committee that he deems this pene 
necessary; that he thinks it should at once 
made, and he has always thought so. He is anx- 
ious to muster this regiment into service, and will 
do so if this appropriation be made. Now we 
have his letter here; the Administration is com- 
mitted to and advises the course I propose to pur- 
sue; and, I ask, why longer delay it? 

I am told that it is now half past four o’clock. 
Suppose itis, I have heard that in England, not 
during the better days of the Republic, prisoners 


| 
In Palo 





THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN ©. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





New Senies..... No. 64. 


were sometimes hanged that judges might dine; 
but I trust in Ged that in this country an Amer- 
ican Senate will not adjourn for dinner whilst the 
people in one of the States of the Union are suf- 
fering from the tomahawk and the scalping-knife, 
I do not expect Senators on the side of the Cham- 
ber on which the Senator from Maine sits, to vote 
against this. They may have peculiarities, they 
may have notions, they may have sympathies for 
a class of the human family that mislead them as 
to some matters, but I do not believe they have 
entirely lost all sympathy with their own color. 
Those women on are murdered and outraged 
are white women, and the State in which these 
things are taking place is one of the States of this 
Union. She has given up her army and her navy. 
She has entered into a compact with the other 
States, and the other States have agreed, through 
this Federal Government, to protect her people; 
but they have been left there exposed to the tom- 
ahawk and the scalping-knife ever since they have 
been admitted into the Union. I may justas well 
tell the whole story; it is nota long one, and I 
shall not take up much time. 

This Indian war has been going on in 'l'exas 
ever since annexation. Upon the upper Witch- 


|| ita and the Red river, and the Canadian, the buf- 
falo assemble in summer; and with the buffalo the 


Camanches and other wild tribes assemble to feed 
on them. As the winter comes on, the buffalo 
moves south for grass, and the Indian comes down. 
When they approach the settlements they scatter; 
and then they pass upon our western oie down 
between the settlements and the Staked plain, cross 
the Rio Grande, go inte Mexico, rob and commit 
depredations in Mexico until spring; when they 
retarn by the same route, go north with the buf- 
falo, and there they congregate together in large 
villages. It is in the fall, when they have followed 
the buffalo down to the northern border of Texas, 
and when they are passing down on our western 


| frontier to Mexico, that they break up into small 


parties and attack the settlements along the west- 
ern border, sometimes making incursions into the 
State to the distance of a hundred, two hundred, 


| and two hundred and fifty miles, in small parties 


through thinly settled portions, avoiding those 
settlements that are thick. When they come back 
from Mexico, oor again make these depreda- 
tions; and there is but one way that these people 
can be reached, and that is in summer, when they 
have congregated together upon the Canadian, 
upon the Red river, and upon the Witchita, to 
attack them in their towns, and there punish them 
for their depredations. 

This is the advice given in the correspondence 
of General Twiggs, who has been the commander 
of that department fer years past, which* was 
published by order of the Senate last year. He 
says that there is but one way of settling the diffi- 
culty with the Camanches, and that is to attack 
them in their settlements during the summer 
months. Major Van Dorn, in 1848, went into 


| that country and attacked them near the Witchita 
| or Canadian and defeated them. 
| Major Van Dorn was superseded, and when he 
| was superseded his company was removed and 
| he went upon leave of absence. He has returned 


Unfortunately, 


to thecountry. Now, there are not troops enough 
in Texas for these expeditions. The spring has 
broken upon us. The time for the summer cam- 
paign has come. The Secretary of War is disposed 
to send all the troops he can down to Texas, but 
there are no troops to send. The regiments now 
in Utah will net be in that country before fall, 
when it will be too late either te operate on the 
Rio Grande or against these Indians. Bu@with 
this regiment in the field, and with the troops 
we have now in Texas, a campaign can be made 
against the Indians this summer, and they can be 
bound to keep the peace by the punishment which 
will be inflicted upon them. In the meantime, the 
troops that are in Texas, aided by ten companies 
of rangers, can be stationed on the Rio Grande, 
and that border can be protected. 

A State that has a war going on from its center 
to its circumference, upon its northern frontier, 
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upon its entire western boundary, comes here and fastnesses and strongholds. Then this war will 


asks that ana re of afew hundred thou- 
sand dollars chal xe made, to enable troops to be 
put into the field to give protection to their women 
and children; and I arp told that it is dinner-time. 
Now, Senators on that side have none, and I trust 
Senators on this side will make no further objec- 
tion. The chairman of the Military Committee 
ean read, or have read, or allow me to read, the 
letter from Mr. Floyd; and when Senators hear 
it, | trust that those who wish the Administration 
to be in an embarrassed condition will be satisfied 
with that information, and the information which 
I give upon the subject, and that they will be pre- 
pared to vote. If hey choose to vote this appro- 
priation down, let them do so; but do not adjourn 
over and postpone it until to-morrow, when an- 
ether Senator will want to speak, and then to visit 
Mount Vernon, and then the next day some other 
bill is to be taken up. This is matter of such 
urgent necessity that | cannot consent, and I will 
not again consent, to its being postponed. I have 
forborne until patience has roay ceased to be a 
virtue. 
stating facts; and | ask any Senator whether, if 


these things were going on in his own State, he || 


would not feel as I feel, and would not speak as 
I speak. 
sides to pass this pitiful appropriation, and allow 
the President to put the regiment in the field, and 


Now, | am not making an appeal; [ am | 


J appeal, therefore, to Senators on both | 


see if something cannot be done for a suffering 


weople. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to ask the 
Senator a question, and that is, where it is pro- 
nosed to raise these rangers—in Texas? 

Mr. WIGFALL. The bill itself provides for 
raising them in Texas—the bill approved the 7th 
of April, 1858. It proposes to raise them in Texas, 
according to the laws of that State, and to muster 
them into the service of the United States for 
eighteen months, under the articles Gf war. ena 
they will be under the command of United States 
officers. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then my next question 
is, whether, while it seems there are people in 
Texas enough to be employed in the service of the 


United States, they suffer these outrages and wait || 


until they are organized and paid by this Govern- | 


ment? 
Mr. WIGFALL. I thank him for the sugges- 
tion, The people of Texas, of course, are ava- || 


ricious; of course they are timid; in their veins 
there run not those warm currents that course 
through the veins of the people represented in 
Maine, who so gallantly defied the British lion on 
an occasion of which I have not been informed! 
Those frontier-men who go to their fields, to till 
the soil with their rifles between the handles of 
their plows—they are waiting, forsooth, until the 
Government pays them. Why, sir, the people 
in these frontier counties are men of small means. 
They live from five to fifteen and twenty miles 
apart. No man dares io be out of sight of his 
house during troubled times like these, which, 


every spring and autumn, are upon those people. || 


Fifteen or twenty men living in a space of coun- 
try of fifteen or twent 


go out upon an expedition to hunt up Indians, 


1} a newspaper. 


miles, meet together and | 


and four or five savages come in behind them and | 


murder their women and theirchildren. That is 
the history of it. 


I have said to the Senator from Maine, and to 


other Senators here, that the only mode of attack- | 
ing these Indians, or dealing with them, is by | 


going into their own country, carrying the war 


into Africa, and meeting them there where they | 


follow the buffalo, and there finding them and 


wreaking that vengeance upon theirfamilies which | 


they have not spared to us, and to our wivesand 
children, and teaching them by executing sum- 
mary justice upon them to keep at home, and let 
the frontier settlers alone. When these Indians 
come down, making their way into Mexico, they 
scat, they plunder, and they murder, in bands 
of four or five, or ten or fifteen. You cannot 
raise an army to follow them in that way. The 
only one ma mode of dealing with them is, to 
establish posts along the Rio Grande, and some 
twe or three posts upon our northern frontier; in 
those posts place the artillery and infantry, in order 
to preserve the arms and ammunition, and muni- 


| 
| 


| terminate These are not the opinions of a militia- 
man; they are not the opinions of a civilian; they 
are not the opinions of a Senator; they are the 
opinions of the commanding general; they are the 
_ opinions of General Twiggs, which you published 


last year, and Which every Senator has read. 


| most unjust fling at the people of Texas, to say 
| that because the people over the whole State are 
ready to join this ranging regiment and to go into 
this service, therefore, the presumption 1s, that 
they are not ready to do so until t 

Sir, the people in the frontier counties are not 


Under these circumstances, I say that it is a | 


you have a Governor within —s Miles of thes, 
s 


vey are paid. | 


ONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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, defend the action of anybody but myself in this 


matter WhatI have stated is the law of the land: 
disturbances who has a right to call out every ma 
in Texas; and there are a hundred thousand - 
good men in Texas as can be found on the ton .- 
the earth. For all purposes of-rontier defong, I 
rather think they are the best hundred thousand 
that can be found—necessarily so from their hab 
its of life. It is true, an Indian may make ay jy. 
road from the frontier; he may go into the creates 
country, the most powerful one on the face of the 
earth, and commit his outrages; but then he ruys 


top of 


/away. Ido not believe the Indians staid 1 thos, 


the men who will volunteer; it is in the more || 
hours. I know, from the character of the people 
~) 


densely settled sections of Texas that the volun- 
teers will be raised. They will be raised over the 
whole State, and, being raised over the whole 
| State, will then be congregated either on the Rio 
Grande or on the northern frontier, and put under 
| the control of United States officers, and we shall 


have peace again; and until that is done, we shall | 


not have peace. 


| sorry that it is so long. 
would it were worthier. If the Senate is now 
| not disposed to take up this bill and vote on it, 
all I ask is, that it shall unmistakably say so. 


of my friend from Texas, I will now gay the few 
words that [ intended to say when he“interposed. 
I supported the action of the Senate in referring 


I have told my story, Mr. President. I am | 
What is said is said; || 


Mr. TOOMBS. After the brief explanation | 


this question to the committee for the purpose of | 


having information. 


I think that action was | 
right; and I entirely concur with the opinions | 
| expressed by the Senator from Maine, even not- | 


| withstanding the somewhat protracted explana- | 


tion of the Senator from Texas. 
together appropriate; | have no complaint to make 
_of it; but I say that passing this appropriation 


His zeal is al- | 


will not prevent the evilsof which he complains, | 
|| or benefit his State in the slightest degree; and it 


we ought to do this thing. By the Constitution 
of the United States, the Governor of Texas has 
| a right to call out the entire militia of that State. 
By the Constitution of the United States, the 


| President has a right to call out the Army, the | 
Navy, and every man in the country to the pub- | 
| lic defense, whether you appropriate a dollar or | 


| not. They are charged with this branch of the 
| public service. 
| morning has been very much based, I believe, 

the latter portion of it, at least, on a paragraph in 
Well, he will pardon me for not 


| is a question for Senators to determine whether | 


The gentleman’s speech this | 


paying any very great respect to this souree of | 


information. 
doubt 
Mr. WIGFALL. 
man 
Mr. TOOMBS. Allow me two minutes more, 
and I will give you the remainder of the day. 
Mr. WIGFALL. I wish only to state that the 
paragraph in the newspaper is endorsed by gen- 
tlemen whose respectability is unquestioned and 





I shall trouble the gentle- 





I know the persons. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I know all about this thing of 
the frontiers, and I know how these rumors 
gather, because I have been brought up in a coun- 
| try in which we had a good deal to do with In- 





are supposed to be making these inroads. I have 
seniabed baer it, and am quite certain that, while 
| in any community there might be an inroad made 
by which people might be killed 

Mr. HEMPHILL. If the Senator from Geor- 
gia will give way for a moment, I will read an ex- 
_ tract from a letter from a very respeetable gentle- 
_ man in that section of the country, relating to the 
| inroad spoken of by my colleague: 


“The Indians have visited the frontier of Texas from the 
razos to Fort Mason, during the week ending February 
| 12; have stolen about four or five hundred horses, and killed 





Varhook, were killed on North Gabriel, Burnet county, the 
others northeast ofthis. They have stolen seventy head of 
| horses in my neighborhood. I have lost eight. The citizens 
on all points pursued unsuccessfully, as far as heard from.”’ 


Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly, I am not disputing 


| 





| 
| 
| 


tions of war; and keep the ranging companiesand || those facts; they have no reference to my argu- 


cavalry in the field actively o rating; and in the 
summer months attacking the Indians in their 


| 
| 


ment. I am willing to hear any explanations con- 


| nected with my argument; but I am not here to 


eleven persons; two of them, M. 8. Skagg and Benjamin | 


I have had too many occasions to | 


unquestionable as thagof any Senator on this floor. | 
q y 


_ dians and frontiers, and I know how these rumors 
gather from the most respectable sources. I know | 
something of the very country where the Iifdians | 





‘ 


| 


counties of Lampassas or Coryell twenty-foy, 


that they did not. They may make inroads, coy, 
mit murders, and steal horses, but then they run 
away. Your bill is not going to help that, | 
think your policy is wrong, and I had occasion tp 
dispute it with a representative of Texas on this 
floor again and again. His policy was to feed 
mine to fight them. He wanted ‘to give they, 
blankets, and give them food; and you listened ty 
the nonsense that he preached here for the jas, 
ten years. Lavent for applying the only means 
by which you could ever bring into subjection 


| and obedience a savage race—the bullet and the 


bayonet. 

bet, sir, you or I cannot control the policy of 
the Government on this matter. I know that the 
President has, by law, authority to bring out soy. 
enteen thousand men. I dc not know where they 
are. lam not prepared to say that the War Ofii« 
has not done itsduty. I am not prepared to say tha: 
it wants another man. I am not prepared to say 
that its disposition of the troops is wrong, because 
I know nothing about it. Lam not prepared to say 
that Governor Houston has not done his duty, 
when he has authority there on the theater, as 
my friend says, within sixty miles of these dis 


| turbances, to call out companies; but I know that 











in a single county, within thirty miles of these 
outrages, there are at least five hundred men who 
would leap to their rifles in half an hour. | know 
the people there; I have been among them; I hav: 
enjoyed their hospitality; I know the manhood 
that distinguishes them. You have your Gov- 
ernment depots about here and there, and the ln- 
dians may make incursions on your frontiers and 
commit outrages; but your Senate bill is not going 
to prevent it. While I am willing to give every 
dollar that is necessary to defend every portion 
of this country; while I would bring its whole 
power to defend one life; while I would pour out 
the treasure and blood of the country like water, 
for defense, I say this will not accomplish the ob- 
ject. The power is already in the only persons 
who can use the Army and the militia. The Gov- 
ernor of Texas has adequate power—lher own 
chosen Governor—to call out all the militia of the 
State. The President has adequate power to call 
outall the forces of all the States, besides the Army 
and the Navy. I say the Senate can give no other 
authority. As for the $1,100,000 proposed to be 
voted, it is not needed. The President has not 
asked for it; the War Office has not asked for it. 
The moment the President needs it, and can sat- 


| isfy Senators, who have some control in the Gov- 


ernment of this country, that it is necessary, I! 


| will get every vote in this body; but as for voting 


it on the statement of letters, without knowing 
whether or not we have troops enough there, of 
what sort of troops we have there, or where they 
are, or knowing anything of the reasons for the 
action of the Department, or knowing anything of 
the benefits which may result from the propost¢ 
legislation, in my opinion it is unwise legislation, 
not warranted by the circumstances, and there- 
fore, as a Senator, I say it cannot get my vote. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, | can u"- 


| derstand very well what the zeal of the honorable 


Senator from Texas is, and I appreciate it; and 
I dare say that he feelsall that he appears to feel; 
but he must excuse Senators from other sections 
of the country, who are not so warm in blood, 1! 
they want to have something in the shape o! & 
reason for their action. What I meant by asking 
him the question I put to him, I will et in 
a few words. I meant no imputation on the re 
le of Texas; but what is the statement me" 
hace? The statement, in the first place, was, tl" 
the borders of Texas were troubled with Mex: 
icans, that they were committing outrages; © 
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ues ees all the ground upon which the applica- 
= was at first based. We heard nothing about 





7 
| 


| 


Indians, or any difficulties from Indians; and it | 


was then proposed to act sya upon those state- 
ments made by Senators, and | 
-ymors, Without having any advice at all from the 
oie cutive authorities. It was then disposed of in 
the manner in which we know it was disposed of 
the other day. ; 
Now come the Senators from Texas again, and 
tl] us they have heard, from the newspapers, and 
from respectable people, that the Indians are mak- 


ae depredations on their borders, and that certain |! 


upon newspaper | 


oftheir fellow-citizens have been killed; that out- | 
raves are being committed; and they call upon us | 


+ do—what? To proceed to make an appropria- 


order to check those outrages. Let us look at the 
proposition for a moment. The Indians are there 
on the border; they are committing depredations 
every day; they are scalping people, burning 


houses, burning barns, committing murders, do- 


i 
} 
j 
; 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Mr. Presi- 
dent 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
from Maine is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. lam very happy to yield 
the floor. : wae 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I rise to a point 
of order, which I wish to make: that discussion 
is not in order on the merits of the bill, when the 
real question is, whether we will take it up to | 
consider it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
tion I was discussing. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. There has 
been a great deal of irrelevant discussion, then, 





The Senator 


That is the very ques- | 


'| before the Senator from Maine took hold of the 
tion to raise & regiment of mounted volunteers, in | 


ine everything calculated to stir up the blood of || 


en; . 
oat own showing, do the people of Texas do? 
They rest quiet; do nothing at all for their own pro- 
section, but come coolly to Congress, or warmly 
to Congress, if you please, and call on Congress 
tomake an appropriation to raise a regiment of 
mounted menin Texas. Itseems there are enough 
men there for the purpose; but they propose to 


and what, according to the honorable Sen- | 


yait antil all this form is gone through with, until | 


a bill has been passed through both Houses of || 


Congress, and signed by the President, and a regi- | 


ment is raised in due form, and mounted, with all 
the rapidity that such things are usually done, in 
order to protect Texas against Indians, with, as 


the Senator from Georgia says, one hundred thou- 


sand men there. 
What does that prove to me? Notthat the men 


of Texas are notas good men as there on the face | 
of the earth; not that they are not as ready to | 
defend themselves on all pccasions, and their | 
operty from any incursions—I believe them to | 
be men, as the Senator from Georgia says, who | 


would not rest under that thing one hour. I be- 
lieve, therefore, inasmuch as they do not defend 
themselves against those repeated outrages, but as 


they come to Congress asking for a regiment, that | 


the facts as alleged do not exist; for they could || Forbes Briton, assistant adjutaht general of the State, and a 


not exist on the border of any State of this Union, | 
North or South, anywhere where the people || 


would not spring to arms and defend themselves, 


and call upon Congress afterwards, if need be, to 


pay them for what Congress ought to have fur- 
nished them protection against. 'That1s the con- 
clusion that | come to. Instead of supposing, as 
the Senatorimagines I do suppose, that the Texans 
will not defend themselves, I take it for granted 
that the cause does not exist, or you would not 
find their Senators here asking for what the Tex- 
ans are not ready to furnish themselves with. I 
do more jystice to the spirit and the readiness of 
all the people of the United States everywhere to 
defend themselves. 

Now, sir, what have we got to found this 
acion upon? We have a communication, I am 
told, from the Governor of Texas on the table in 


regard to the Mexicans—nothing about the In- 
dians at all, 


Mr. MASON. I will suggest to the Senator 


subject ; and I really hope we shall get a vote on 
the question whether we shall take it up. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will give way for the 
purpose of having these communications read, if 
Senators desire it; but I do not want to yield the | 
floor altogether. I may have something to say 
about them after they are read. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 


| of opinion that discussion on the merits of the bill, 


| no decision. 


on a motion to take it up, is out of order, in vio- | 
lation of parliamentary order; but it has been in- 
dulged in in this body, and therefore he makes 
The question is on taking up the 
bill. 9 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire that the commu- 
nications on the table may be read. 

Mr. MASON. The communication from the 
Governor of Texas. 

Mr. WIGFALL. 
sage. 

The Secretary read the message of the Presi- 
dent, as follows: 
To the Senate of the United States: 

tn compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 
23d of February, 1860, { transmit to that bedy a communi- 


cation of the Secretary of War, furnishing all the inform- 
ation requested in said resolution. 


JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Wasuineton, March 5, 1860. 


Read the President’s mes- 


The Secretary also read the following commu- 
nication from the Governor of Texas, which was 
transmitted with the message: 

AusTIN, 15th February, 1860. 

Sir: I have the honor to forward, by my friend General 


prominent member of the State Senate, dispatches which 
I deem of importance, and desire that his excellency the 
President shall consider the contents thereof. 

I deplore the situation of Texas. An empty treasury, the 
Indian troubles unexampled for the last ten years, and the 
forays from Mexico on our southern borders, are well cal- 


| culated-to impress the mind of the executive of the State 


| of ‘Texas with the intricacies of the attitude which he has, 
| in justice to his fellow-citizens and humanity, to assume, 


| should not the Federal arm be speedily raised and extended 


that the communication from the Governor of | 


Texas to the Secretary of War is a brief one, and | 


letithe read. It says that the troubles with the 
Indians are unexampled in the State of Texas; 
and then refers to the Mexican boundary. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I can only say that we 
heard nothing about that the other day. It was 
‘ten in reference to the Mexicans altogether; not 
the Indians, 

Mr. WIGFALL. It happened to be my for- 


‘une, or misfortune, to hear Senators, if others 


ng another matter which I am not 
ete 
‘rnment, a few days afterwards, I made a speech 
on this question; and I did not care about reiter- 
tae ® good deal that I had previously said. Hence 
on that I spoke very briefly to. the question. 
_ addition, this question was not up for discus- 
a then; and I alluded to the Rio Grande diffi- 
wues, and those alone. The fact that there has 


we war with those Indians, is published here 
Y your own body. 


id not, go into our border difficulties in discuss- | 
matte permitted to | 
r to; and in discussing the policy of this Gov- | 


in behatf of our suffering frontier. 

The Executive of Texas is greatly desirous to avoid any 
course which might raise even a question as to the propri- 
ety of his action. Notwithstanding all his moderation and 
desire to eschew an attitude unpleasant to him, he may, in 
a short time, be required to resort to the indefeasible right 
of self-defense to protect his fellow-citizens. He will, in 
addition to manifest forbearance, endeavor yet further to 
defer to the action of the Federal Government. But mat- | 
ters new and startling arise, and be may feel that his duty 
is to meet the emergency, .in carfying his action so far as 
to not only repel the aggression from Mexico, put to adopt | 
such measures as will prevent the recurrence of similar in- 
roads upon our frontiers. Texas can, and will, if appealed 
to, in thirty days, be able to muster in the field ten thousand 
men, who are anxious, embarrassed as her finances are, to 
make reclamation upon Mexico for all her wrongs. 

Can we hope for aid from the Federal Government? 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant. 


, SAM HOUSTON. 
Hon. Joun B. Fioyp, Secretary of War. 
Mr. DAVIS. If there be any doubt as to the | 


ens of taking up the bill, the letter of the | 
secretary of War, I think, covers the subject 


| more fully. 


The Secretary read the following communica- 
tion: 
War Department, March 5, 1860. 
Sir: In answer to a resolution of the Senate, of the 23d 
ultimo, requesting to be furnished with “ any communica- 


“tion”? which ** may have been received from the Governor 


of the State of Texas, and the documents accompanying 
it, concerning alleged hostilities now existing on the Rio 
Grande, between the citizens or the military authorities of 
Mexico, and that State respectively,’ [ h the honor to 
state, that, in preparing the papers called for by this reso. | 
lution, I have thought it might be a matter of interest, per- | 
haps of importance, to have a succinct statement of the | 
origin and i of the troubles in that border. With 
this view I have made a synopsis of the transactions as 
they appear from papers on file in this office, but which are | 
not sent to the Senate because they have net been called | 
for. It will appear from these documents that nething | 
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could exceed the contrariety of statement and opinion, even 
amongst those having the best oppertunity of knowing. 
One thing, only, is certain, and that is, that from a small 
beginning these difficulties have rapidly inereased, until 
they seriously threaten the peace of the twe countries. 

On the Sth day of February, 1859, Brevet Major General 
D. E. Twiggs, then commanding the military department 
of Texas, with the approval of the general in-chief, but 
without the sanction of the War Department, issued orders 
directing the abandonment ot Fort Brown, Ringgold Bar- 


| racks, and Fort McIntosh, posts on the Rio Grande, eacla 


garrisoned by a single company of troops. 
The reasons assigned by General Twiggs for breaking up 


| these posts, are given in a communication received trom 


| through your office. 


him under date of March 28, 1859, of which the following 
is a copy: 
HeapQvarters, DerartTMeNT or Texas, 
San Antonto, March 28, 1859. 
Sir: T have heard incidentally (not officially) that the 
“Department at Washington disapproved of my breaking 
up the posts in Texas.” [twas not untilafter consultation 
with the lieutenant general commanding the Army, and 
his verbal approval, that | determined to do so; of which 
f, on the 13th of January, informed the Secretary of War, 
The order was not issued until the 
30th of January, and the movements were not burried, 


| in order to give time, if it was not approved of by the Secre 


| tary, for it to be countermanded., 


an extensive 
making daily 


Having 
trontier to guard from an enemy who was 
ifroads upon the inhabitants, and having so few troops, |, 
after mature consideration, determined to abandon the 
posts on the Rio Grande, and place the troops on the fron- 
tier. There is not, nor ever has been, any danger of Mex 
icans crossing on our side of the river to plunder or disturb 
the inhabitants ; and the outery on that river for tregps is 
solely to have an expenditure of the public money. At 
every post that has been abandoned in Texas, an outery 
has been raised, and plenty of Indian signs seen. The 
citizens in the vicinity of those posts are very unwilling to 
lose the opportunity of handling a portion of the money 
necessarily expended by the Government and troops. 

In conclusion, | have respectfully to say, that | have al 
ways, so far as I knew them, carried out the views of the 
Secretary and commanding general, and shall still do so to 
the best of my ability; and it is a source of mortification 
and regret to we to find I have failed in this instance. 

Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 

D. E. TWIGGS, 

Brevet Major General United States Army, Commanding 

Department. 


To Co.one 8. Coorer, Adjutant General United States 

-Irmy, Washington, District of Coiumbia. 

[t was not thought proper to countermand this order, be 
cause of the high military authority upon which it was 
made, and because it was believed that the movement 
would have already been made before orders to the con 
trary could reach the troops. ‘There was no well-founded 
reason to apprehend any danger from the withdrawal of the 
garrisons, until on the 20th of October, 1859, information 
reached the Department that Cortinas, with a band of des 
peradoes, had, on the 27th of September, entered Browns- 
ville and murdered several citizens of the place, besides 
committing repeated acts of plunder. This information 
came through General Twiggs, the officer in command ot 


| that department, and to whom application was made for 


| troops to protect the place. 


The general promptly determ- 
ined upon the disposition of certain troops, which he thus 
explains: “1 shall order one company of infantry to the 


| junction of the Leona and Frio rivers, and one to some 


| immediately with two companies from Fort Clark. 


point below Fort Duncan. A detachment of artillery has 
been ordered to scout between Forts Clark and Duncan, 
and a company of cavalry from Camp Hudson to the same 
point.”’ 

In addition to these movements, orders were given from 
this Department to General Twiggs to reoccupy Fort Brown 
On the 


| 29th of October this information was communicated to 


Hon. Joun Hempuitt, a Senator from Texas, in response 
to a request of the citizens of Brownsville, asking for pro- 


| tection. 


Disturbances, however, seemed to increase at Browns- 
ville; and in consequence of communications from the 
above named Senator, and from the citizens of the town, 


| relative to the disastrous state of affairs on the Rio Grande, 


received on the 3d of November, 1859, orders were given 
from this Department to move one company of artillery 
from Baton Rouge to Fort Brown, which order was prom gy 
executed. 

On the 19th of November, the follewing dispatch was re- 
ceived from Geaeral Twiggs: ‘* November 12, 1859. Gen- 


| eral Twiggs reports that an express has just arrived at his 


headquarters, with information that Brownsville had been 
burnt, and one hundred Americans killed by Cortinas. He 
ordered out seven companies of foot, and two of horse, 
under Major Heintzelman, to take the field.” 

This alarming state of affairs thus set forth by the com- 
manding general, seemed todemand that prompt and activo 
measures should be taken by the Department, and orders 
wer> at once issued; by telegraph, to Colonel Sumner, to 
send from Fort Leavenworth two companies of light artil- 
lery and three companies of foot; and similar orders were 


| sent to the commander at Fort Monroe, to send six com- 


panies of foot with all speed to the Rio Grande. But the 
following dispatch from the commanding general game 
just in time to prevent the above movement of the ops : 
** November 21, 1859. General Twiggs reports that the re- 
ports concerning Cortinas — to be mostly false; the 
order sending the troops to Brownsville has been counter- 


manded.”’ 





Very great and perplexing difficulties presested them- 
selves in the progress of these events, to determine upon 
the prop@r line of action to pursue. Cortinas was repre- 
sented alternately as a Mexican bandit, leading Mexican 
invaders, and as a citizen of Texas, merely engaged in a 
private feud, backed by, and opposed to, citizens of his 
own State. But about the disorder and growing feeling 
of hostility between the Mexicans and Americans, there 
could be no doubt, and therefore it was deemed proper to 
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concentrate such a force on the border as the means-and 
men at the command of the Department would authorize. 
It is certain that, whatever may have been the origin of 
the quarrel, or who the parties to it at first, it has now grown 
to formidable aud dangerous proportions. The band of Cor 
tinas increased rapidly, until its numbers reached over five 
hundred men, and he posted himself on the banks of the 
Rio Grande, there keeping up constant and friendly inter- 





| the Senator from Maine is on the floor, but I must || 
| make the point. 


course with the Mexican shore, and maintaining an atti- || 


tude of determined hostility to all Americans. 
pace until the 24th of December, when Major Heint 


relman, with one hundred and fifty regular troops, and one | 
hundred and eighty Texan volunteers, fell in with Cortinas, | 


strongly posted, and, after asharp engagement, routed him 
completely, taking his guns, camp equipage, and munitions, 
and killing about sixty of the banditti. Cortinas fled with 
his shattered band to the Mexican shore, where he still re 
mains, insulting and firing upon Americans across the river 
in defiance of Mexican authority, if they attempt to exer 
cise any, which is greatly questioned by many intelligent 
men having good opportunities to observe, whilst maraud 
ing parties of his men cross the river continually for the 
purposes of theft and plunder. 

This state of affairs, as | understand it, constitutes the 
foundation of the report of the commissioners sent by the 
Governor of Texas to the frontier to examine into all the 
facts connected with the disturbances on the border. And 
upon their report, he declares that Texas has been invaded, 
and he calls for the * interposition of the Federal arn’? for 
the protection of the citizens of the State. ' 


. 
This call of the Governor is the first which has yet been || Chair must say that it is out of order to discuss 


| the merits of a bill, pending a motion to take it 


made by the authorities of Texas for any assistance in these 
disturbances frem this Government; no doubt because it 
was considered by them, up to this time, as. a matter in- 
volving local ‘laws and interests rather than such as per- 
tained to the honor or interests of the Confederacy. 

But upon this call of the Governor of ‘Texas, and upon 


the undeniable proof of gross outrages committed upon our | 


#0il, | did not hesitate to order a concentration of all the 
force upon the frontier which the exigencies of the service 
elsewhere would allow. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, Secretary of War. 
To the Presipenrt. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I gave way to hear these | 
communications read; and I have a remark or | 


two to make upon them. The Senator will not fail 
to observe one or two things in them. The Pres- 


ident simply sends Governor Houston’s com- | 


munication to the Senate. He makes no recom- 


mendation at all; and, if [ anr not mistaken, the | 
Governor says nothing in his communication | 


about the Indians. 
Mr. WIGFALL. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
it, and those listening with me did not hear it. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Read it again. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to hear that 
again, if 1 am mistaken about it. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

**] deplore the situation of Texas. An empty treasury, 
the Indian troubles, unexampled for the last ten years, and 
the forays from Mexico on our southern borders, are well 
calcutated to impress the mind of the Executive of the State 
oi Texas with the intricacies of the attitude which he has , 
in justiee to his fellow-citizens and humanity, to assume 


He does, distinctly. 


should not the Federal arm be speedily raised and extended 


in behaif of our suffering frontier.” 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Whatisit? That Indian 
troubles on the border for the last ten years should 
call for the speedy interposition of the Executive 
arm? 

Mr. WIGFALL. That they are greater than 
they have been for the last ten years. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We heard that over and 
over again in the Senate, while the Senator now 


the Governor of Texas was here, at least some | 


four or five times during every session of Con- 
gress, and Congress passed upon that. 
— to say was, and what I supposed I was 
right in saying was, that he does not intimate that 
there are any particularly recent Indian troubles 
ealling for the interposition of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, nothing adnate date. He goes back 
to what he urged on the Senate heretofore, and 
what was urged on the Senate when we author- 


ized this regiment to be raised, if the President | 
thought it best to call it into the field and to or- | 
Therefore I was right substantially, | 
He says nothing of any | 
His communication is | 


ganize it. 
in the assertion I made. 
recent Indian troubles. 
directed particularly to the matter of Cortinas and 
hi#band. Then, when we come to the commu- 
nica@n of the Secretary of War, what is that? 
It proves conclusively that the greater part of all 
these stories about outrages were at one time 
found to be false and fabricated, and the Senate 
undoubtedly understood what was said by Gen- 
eral Twiggs, in his communication with rd te 
the feeling of the people on the border, ind the 


So things | 


If he does, I did not hear | 


What I | 


| The Chair has already stated that, in his opinion, 
| it was clearly out of order, and in violation of par- 
|| liamentary law; but the practice has been indulged 








object which those people had in keeping the | 


— in the field; but what has been done ? 
r. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, J must really 


rise toa point of order. I regret to do it when | 


justly. 


| brief explanation 
k 





It must necessarily draw a good 
deal mote debate, and we are not debating the bill 
My point is, that it is not in order,ona 
motion to take upa bill, to go at jarge into its || 
merits; and so the discussion is entirely out of | 
order. ° 

Mr. CLAY, (to Mr. Fessenpen.) You will | 
admit that, I presume. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not understand the | 
Senator. 


Mr. CLAY. I presume the Senator, and every | 


other Senator on the floor, will admit that it is out |} 


of order. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I will admit that, if it is | 
out of order, it is an order that has never been 
followed in the Senate since I have been a mem- 
ber of it; but has been uniformly and universally 
disregarded. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bieier.) 


in this body. If obliged to make a decision, the | 


up; but it has been the custom in this body. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If 1 understand the Chair 
to rule on the subject, | willobey the ruling, what- 
ever it may be. I only want to know what the 
ruling is 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
rule, then, that the custom is out of order. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well; I submit to 
the ruling. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on taking up the bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN called for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered. 

Me. HEMPHILL. I should like to make a | 


— 





Mr. FESSENDEN. It is out of order. 

Mr. LANE. I wish to say a word in expla- 
nation before the vote istaken. The Senator from | 
New York [Mr. Sewarp] said to me some two 
hours ago that he was going off to fulfill an en- 
gagement, and he desired me to pair with him. I | 
stated that on any political question I would do so. 
Not regarding this as a political question, and be- 
ing in favor of the bill, | am at liberty to vote. I 
shall therefore vote ‘‘yea.”’ 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 27, nays 17; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg,Brown, 
Chesnut, Ciay, Clingman, Davis, Douglas, Fitch, Fitzpat- 
rick, Hammond, Hemphill, Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, 
Johnson of ‘lennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Mason, 
vee Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Wigifall, and Yulee— 
wie 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Collamer, Doolit- 
ue, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Harlan, King, Sim- 
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mons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, 
and Wilson—17. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. As the bill is now taken 
up, and will be the unfinished business for to- 
morrow morning, and have precedence of all 


other business, | moge that the Senate do now | 


adjourn. 
ir. BENJAMIN. I ask the Senator to permit 

me to make a motion of form before that is done. 
I move, with the consent of the Senator, that the 
further execution of the order of the Senate appro- 
priating Monday and Tuesday for judiciary busi- 
ness, be postponed until Monday next. 

Mr. HUNTER. That has been done, I think. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. No; it has not been done. 
Let the Senate extend the order until Monday 
next for judiciary business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will put the question on the motion of the Sena- 
tor from Louisiana. 


The motion was agreed to 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I now renew the motion 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. : 


HOUSE, OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, March 6, 1860. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PAY OF NAVAL AND MARINE OFFICERS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 





that the Senate adjourn. 
3 


March 6 


’ 





munication from the Secretary of the Navy, trans 
mitting a statement of the pay and allowances t, 


the officers of the Navy and marine corps, durine 


laid on the table, and ordered to be nioaet” ™ 
NAVY REGISTER. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Hous, 
communication from the Secretary of the Sie 
transmitting three hundred copies of the Navy 
Register for the current year, for the use of ¢};, 
members of the House of Representatives: which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printeq 


PAY AND MILEAGE OF MEMBERs. 
Mr. SCHWARTZ. I ask leave to offer the 


following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Mileage be instruct 
to inquire into the expediency of reducing the compensa. 
tion now paid to members of Congress, to what it wa, 
formerly, that is, eight dollars for each day of actual soy. 
vice; and that it be further instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of regulating and reducing the mileage jw q). 
lowed to members of Congress; and that it have power to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, This 1s the Jay 
day the Committee on Commerce has for jts » 
ports. There has been some important business 
reported by that committee; and there is a Spe- 
cial order for to-day, which is the bill to protect 
female passengers in emirant ships. | hope, 
therefore, that the House will allow us to proceed 
with that special order. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I object to the introductiog 
of the resolution. ‘ 


BOUNDARY BETWEEN GEORGIA AND FLORIDA. 


Mr. LOVE. 1 ask leave to offer a resolution 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Ifthe morning hour 
has not commenced I will not object; but if the 
morning hour has commenced, and if this is to 
come out of it, I must object. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has not 
commenced. 

Mr. BUFFINTON. There can be no objec- 
tion to this resolutions Let it be read. 

Mr. Love’s resolution was read, as follows: 

Whereas, in the recent settlement of the boundary ques- 


| tion between the States of Georgia and Florida, 2 line has 
| been run, and doubtless will be adopted 2nd affirmed by 


the two States, which line cuts off a portion of the Star 
of Geofgia, aud many persons who have heretofore been 
considered citizens of said State of Georgia, and who hold 
Georgia titles to the lands so cut off into the State of Flor- 
ida; and whereas it is not only important tu these two 
States that this vexed question should be definitely and 
finaliy settled, but to the United States Government also 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to consider the expediency a 
reporting a bill ceding and yielding any claim that the Go 
ernment of the United States may have to lands on either 
side of said line, to all whose titles were good before said 
line was run. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
considered, and agreed to 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I call for the regular order 
of business. I ask that it be announced. « 

Mr. COX. I desire to make a report from the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. I was sick 
the other day when my committee was called. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I desige to ask the gentie- 
man from Ohio to allow me to present resolutions 
of the Legislature of the State of Georgia, in order 
that they may be referred to the en com- 
mittees, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I call for the regular order 
of business, in order that the morning hour may 
commence. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of bus'- 
ness is the reception of reports from the Commi: 
tee on Commerce, and the first in order is te 
following bill, reported when the committee w% 
last called, namely, abill (H.R. No. 19) to amend 
an act entitled ** An act to regulate the carriage 

ssengers in steamships or other vessels, bl 
proved March 3, 1855, for the better protectio! 
of female passengers and for other purposes. 


RESOLUTIONS OF GEORGIA. 
Mr. CRAWFORD, by unanimous consel 


resented the following joint resolutions of - 

egislature of Georgia, which were referred 4 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and order 
to be printed: 


Joint resolution relative to the Branch Mint at Dahioneg® 


Whereas a serious effort was made in the last Cone 
to withhold the usual appropriations for the branc 
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Ans. - pahlonega, in this State, and thereby in effect to abolish || Mr. GROW. I hope the rules will be enforced. | grossed, it was accordingly read the third time and 
ae at Pe me; and whereas the said mint is of great and grow- || . RT e ; aa || passed = 

; - Pos importance to the gold diggers of Lumpkin and the || PROTECTION OF FEMALE EMIGRANTS. 7 

ing in 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE moved to reconsider 


surrounding counties, inasmuch as heavy sums of money The House then resumed the consideration of | 














Was - being e ded in cutting canals, diverting water : the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
are now being ¢ xpen¢ . : z » » ul " » te e > 7 . — } et ° 
a aye and thereby developing the gold buried in the the bill reported from the Committee on Com moved thai the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
mountains ot Georgia; and whereas increasing quantities | merce, to amend an act entitled ** An act to regu- || the table - 
Lr > , ed fgr coinage at the said mint late the rriage of passengers i > shi ‘ . 
of gold are being returne nag ; >| late the carriage of passengers in steamships or > latte , = ° 
Sea from the a, seen! of ager Geanai encase Game | other vessels,’’ approved March 3, 1855, for the || ‘The latter motion was agreed to. 
= > “the ec “ns < | . _4 - j ‘ Th y ” > 20 BY wr er ne ” 
Ys — digging in the Rocky Mountains, who return the | better protection of female passengers, and for || CODIFICATION OF THE REVENUB LAWS. 
) ve tor coinage atthe Dahlonega mint; and whereas, the || other purposes, the pending question being onthe || Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Lam instructed by 
= said mint at pregpr Ap ko meghony ee || motion of Mr. Jonn Cocurane to recommit the || the Committee on Commerce to report back to the 
. ye ae es aaatinmente ot he Federal Govern, || said bill to the Committee on Commerce. || House a bill (H. R. No. 21) for the simplification 
, went of any sort, Wherein a pittance of Federal money is || Mr. STANTON. I rise to a privileged ques- | and codification of the existing revenue laws of 
expended at the ae ces ™ ae | tion. I call up the motion to reconsider the vote || the United States, an& for other purposes. 
, “., it resolved by the Senate a ouse 0 esentatives aT > fartificnti ; , forre . 1 . 
the = . eae Seakteanannl Rccrchedienahetiey by which the fortification bill was referred to the || Mr. Speaker, most of the members of the House 
7 ve be re quested to use all efforts in their power to con- || Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. || understand this bill intimately l —y say here 
Ieted Tinue the said mint, and to procure the usual appropria- || The SPEAKER. That cannot take precedence || that it has been very materially and radically 
nsa tions therefor, sd Mnséiiher te Geverner be re- | of the business before the House. The gentleman || changed from its condition when offered to the 
Was eee poy Beet pay tone of this preamble and resolutions || 0 New York (Mr. Joun Cocurane} is entitled | last Congress. Innovations have been abandoned, 
ser ste ' n ; . } : » ; 7 
O the teach of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. || to the floor. — 4 ave I and it has been deemed best to provide for the 
W al 1. T. IRVIN, | |. Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. When this bill was || existing laws only those amendments which are 
er to —— ee = of ee last under consideration, I submitted a motion that necessary for their enforcement—amendments 
a TS aT TL GUERRY, ‘ves: || it be recommitted to the Committee on Commerce. |) which have been adopted by the Treasury Depart- 
} = . ’ > 7 . . . ¢ . . . . 
last President of the Senate. || I now withdraw that motion, and move that the || ment, and have prevailed under its administration 
a re Frevertck H. West, ery’ the Senate. | bill be put upon its passage. _ || during the last five years, without the sanction of 
mises Assented to December IOSEPH E. BROWN, Governor | I wish to say, in connection with the motion || law, however, and therefore without the possi- 
. 4 4s I p . siti ss . maee es ag : : } ‘pe » . es ° 
Spe- - CRAWFORD also presented the follow- || that I have made, very bri fly, that this bill pro- || bility of reference by our judicial tribunals to law 
tect Mr, © me lution Pa slat -e of the State || vides for the punishment of those who seduce, |} to control and mo ify them, when presented in 
Ope, ing JOOS Fone * iw re aon ely a oka a | by solicitation, by the exercise of authority, by || cases for judicial examination. 
: ‘Georgia; Whic vere seve efe > ate re otiea tf - ‘otected } o . : : 
ceed of Ur ae the Post Office a 1 ailia: aed Tl threats, or by gifts, females unprotecte d in pas- || This bill, sir, has had devoted to it seven years 
ee be needa ’ | senger ships upon the high seas. Phe punishment || of labor. The laws, as they stand, have been 
‘tion ordered to be | : : “ | of that offense is one year’s imprisonment or a | simply collated, with the amendments annexed, 
met ene ital Ur Semaeene ee ae. | fine not exceeding $1,000. | which I have referred to. Those laws that are 
instructed, ¢ ¢ : 3 vu 5 re . se sect] j ride j ic r indice 7 
IDA. quested, to use their efforts to have the mail service which | The second section of the bill prov ides that no in conflict with adjudic ated law have been re- 
‘3 as lately been discontinued in Georgia put in operation || subordinate officer or seaman on board any vessel, pealed; and those which are doubtful have been 
69 again by the Postmaster General, as the mail facilities at || shall be*permitted to visit the place where theem- |, changed to the language of judicial decisions, I 
the = a aoe ioe seaeneer commercial, |; igrant passengers are placed, and that a violation || have adopted, sir,the plan recognized,and which 
, , 4 I. 'T. IRVIN, of that provision shall be visited with the peneny has been advised by the Committee on Commerce, 
tT Speaker of the House of Representatives. ot their wages during the voyage, and that the || thatthe billshould present upon its face indications 
a James J. DiaMonn, Clerk of the ioe, CEEEY | captain shall be visited with a penalty of fifty dol- | hy which every member consulting it, may per- 
; ; "> || lars for permitting it. ceive what part Of it is old and ‘what part of it is 
President of the Senate. ; © : . ; 
i Freverick H. West, Secretary of the Senate. The third section provides that the captain shall || new; so that by a cursory reading each member 
’ Assented to December 17, 1859. cause to be placed publicly upon the vessel notices || of the House, as he finds time to take up the bill, 
sp 7 y . | . o : te . . 
- JOSEPH E. BROWN, Governor. to the effect that seamen are prohibited from vis- || will know what it is that is proposed to him to 
* 2 iting the part of the vessel where the emigrant || record his vote upon 
, se |i 5 : 5 ‘ | . 
ques- Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, || ‘ 4 a Fe ; >| . Salo ae 
be That our Senators and Representatives in Congress be re. || P@8Sengers are, and inflicts a penalty on him of It is of the utmost importance, Mr. Speaker, 
ed by quested to use their influence to have the mail routes fifty dollars for the omission to do 80. - here is || that this bill should be considered. IT he interests 
State through the counties of Worth, Irwin, and Wilcox, altered || also a provinee that if the court, in its discretiony'!| of commerce are dependent upon it. They are 
» been ood ets cae eee ae o> Se 7 a shall choose, it shall donate the fines in these sev- || now limited and confined by an oe code of 
0 hold yrevious to > 1e 3 r<¢ ¢ s JJ, SO as .  adiiin <i ea cea ae a i ac | a ace us , n a : 
* Flor. to facilitate the transmission of the mails; the condition of || €f@! instances to the femalgwho has been injured. || revenue laws. More inade quate laws are oper- 
¢ two tle mail routes through said counties being ina wretched || The time of limitation, as fixed by the bill, is one || ative upon the transactions of commerce all over 
ly and condition at the present time; and that a copy of this rese- || year from the time of the commission of the || the land. Lawyers are interested in the passage 
alse lution be forwarded to our members of Congress. offense | 


Lt IRVIN of this bill; merchants are interested; all classes 
a aie Speaker of the House of Representatives. Since I occupied the floor the other day, nu- || in any degree connected with the transactions of 


ney of James J. Diamonp, Clerk of the House of Representatives. || Merous suggestions have been made to me as to || commerce have a direct, intimate, and extended 

e Gor <_ ” ofthe & the propriety of two alterations in the bill, and I || interest in the subject of the bill. And, sir, it is 

either reside t of the Senate. 7e "s ‘ . rati » prone P . . > of aski i e » fur- 

aad Prevericx H. West, Secretary of the Senate. have supposed that those alterations are proper. || for the on of asking this Hous¢ that the fur 
Assented to December 17, 1859. One is, that in the third section, the notice to be || ther consideration of this bill shall be any mi : 

os JOSEPH E. BROWN, Governor. given shall be couched, not only in the English |) to some future day certain—the members during 

CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. | language, but in the French and German; and |) the interim thus having an opportunity forconsult- 


the other is, that the time of limitation, instead of 


, ; $s ing it and learning its facts, and forming an intel- 
Mr. BOCOGK. [ rise to a question of privilege. a 1 





U ee | being only one year from the commission of the || ligent judgment upon it—that I have made the 
order ee the Journal I find that my name || offense, shall be one year from the time of the || remarks I have just submitted to the House. 1 
<— Cen at tae ee ae nent oP eM, arrival of the vessel in port. ew. ] have selected that period which is compatible 
m the Baars "8 tind Tia es PPh, seer? The reason of the first alteration is obvious. || withaction, and not incompatible with the remain- 
s sick KsDALE,] to suspend the rules, with a view to || ‘That of the second is to be found in the fact that || ing business of this House, to which to move that 
ed. introduce a resolution to fix a period for the ad- || passenger vessels frequentl®@by stress of weather, || the bill be postponed; and I trust that there will 
entle- eee ae I was in the House as the time, and || are upon the sea some three, four, or five months; || not be a solitary objection. I say, in my place 
itions _—e distinct recollection that | voted The re- || so that if the period of the limitation be taken || now, sir, that at the time to which | propose to 
order “ae of my vote will not change the result. 1 || from the date of the commission of the of- | postpone the future consideration of this bill, 
com the Je st suspending the rules, and I ask that fense, the limitation may, perhaps, be too short, || should more important business require attention, 

vurnal be amended so as to record that vote. |! which will be provided for and obviated by such || or should there be objection to its consideration, 
order It was so ordered. ‘ | an amendment as I propose to submit, namely, || based upon a peenietihe intimation from gentle- 
r may HEIRS OF JOHN PAULDING AND OTHERS. one year from the time of the arrival of the vessel || men that they do not understand the bill, I will 





Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, from the || in port. I now offer the amendment which [ send || give way and permit its consideration to be em 
’ busi- Committee on Revolutionary Claims, reported || UP, and upon it I shall demand the previous ques- || poned to another day; or that the bill should be 
mmit- back, with a recommendation that it do pass, a || tion. || referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
is the bill for the relief of the heirs of John Paulding, The amendment was read; as follows: || state of the Union, there to be considered as a 
e was David Williams, Isaac Van Wert, and Sergeant Insert in line four of section three, between the words || special order. I move, then, that the further con- 
mi nd John a 2, which was referred +9 a Commit- “notice” and" comminiog,” the words, “2 tha Eagish, || sideration of the bill be postponed until the fourth 
ce ot ne ° rench, an rerman lhinguages ;”’ and strike out from 3sec- Ww _ P ae o7 : 
3 ap- me hole House, and, with the accompa- tion five the last words ‘herecf, wumaly, * the commission | rb ey Ae Bonet omg etree oon aie 
» & ying report, ordered to be printed. of the offense,” and insert the words, “the arrival of the || /T- t . niess the gentieman wi 
ection Mr, VANCE. I would appeal to the gentle- || ship or vessel at the port for which she was destined when i] agree to fix a later day for the postponement, I 
S. man from New York to allow me to introduce a || the offense was committed.” | will be constrained to object. 
bull. Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I now move the || Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I have made my 
ai Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Ihave yielded re- |f previous question. | motion, and I call for the vote on it. I cannot 
ea peat and will pes to the gentleman. The previous = was seconded, and the || consent, with my present information, to a later 
red 10 the i was accidentally absent when || main question or ered. ae | a ple. > ty 
ered * ~), ~ommittee on Revolutionary Claims was The SPEAKER. The first question is upon || Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I suggest to ‘ 
called the other day. the amendment presented by the gentleman from || my colleague on the Committee on Commerce 
Mr. CASE. I object, for the reason that there || New York, {Mr. Joun Cocurane. } | not to call for the previous question ; for it will 
lonegt are others similarly circumstanced. The amendment was agreed to. | bring the House to a vote on the passage of the 
ongrest Mr. VANCE. I wish to intreduce the bill for The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be | bill at thistime. There will be no objection toa 
— reference engrossed and read a third time and being en- |! postponement of the further consideration of the 
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bill to be printed. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Certainly. I waht the post- 
penement to a day later than thas which has been 
stated. I would suggest between the Ist and 10th 
of April. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Iam satisfied we ought to 
agree to the postponement of the bill to the time 


THE C 


j 


| 


stated by the gentleman from Tennessee; and if || 


that suggestion be adopted, it is obvious it will 


proposed by the gentleman from New York. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 


modify my motion to the extent that the further 


Then I agree to 


consideration of this bill be postponed until the 


first ‘Tuesday in April. 
Mr. GROW. 
special order on the day to which it is proposed 
to postpone it? 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
Mr. GROW. Neither in the Committee of the 


Not at all. | 


Is it moved to make this bill a | 


Whole onthe state of the Union nor in the House? | 


I am opposed to the bill being made a special 
order. 

Mr. JOLIN COCHRANE. I do not propose 
that it shall be made a special order, but only that 
it shall be postponed to the day which I have 
named, 


The SPEAKER, 


The Chair understands the 


; ‘ i 
proposition to be fora postponement, and not for 


a special order. 

Mr. GROW. I object to this system of post- 
ponement. ‘The Committee on Commerce, under 
the rules, are entitled to two days in which to 
submit their reports. Now, suppose they post- 
pone the further consideration of one half of their 
reports to other days: when those daysare reached 
they will consume further ume, prevent any other 
business being taken up in the morning hour, and 
unfairly interfere during that morning hour with 
the business of the other standing committees. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. My answer to that 
istthis: this busifess is privileged to the extent 


that itought to take precedence of any other busi- || tion of that money has been expended, but there 


ness less important. I have already stated in my 


bill, and there will be no ebjection to ordering the | to be taken up after the morning hour, and that it 
| 


place that, should business of greater importance, || 


necessary to the administration of the Govern- |! jng out the harbor, in order that the commerce of 


ment, ortocarrying on the business of this House, 
intervene, I will readily yield to its consideration. 


I make the motion for the postponement of the | 


further consideration of this bill for the benefit of 


the members of this House, in order that they 


may have ume in which to consult the pages of 


the bill, and to learn what it is that it is proposed 
to them to vote for. 

Mr. GROW. Under the rules of the House, I 
will repeat, each committee is allowed two days 
in which to make its reports. If committees, when 
they make reports, postpone their consideration 
to future days, one committee, by that practice, 
might absorb the whole session with the business 
of that committee. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The gentleman is 
entirely in error in the opposition he makes. 
Under the former rules, committees had the floor 
for reports in the morning hour as against all 
privileged questions; and now, the question as to 


whether a committee shall occupy more than two || 
r 


days is one addressed to the discretion of the | 


House. To that discretion—that reasonable dis- 


cretion, as I claim—I have appealed, when I nar- | 


rated the facts in the case, and asked for the post- 
ponement of the further consideration of this bill 
to the day I have indicated. I now address that 
motion for a postponement to the intelligence and 
to the equity of this House. It is as clear as light 
that this subject demands the early and speedy 
action of the Congress of the United States. I 
move that the further consideration of the bill be 
postponed tll the first Tuesday of next month; 
and | ask for a vote of that motion. 

Mr. GROW. If the gentleman will make his 
motion to postpone to apply after the morning 


hour of the day to which he moves to postpone | 


the bill, | will make no objection. But I do ob- 
ject to a committee reporting, and then postponing 


the consideration of their business to a certain day, | 


to be brought up in the morning hour, thereby 
swamping the committees which follow. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. 


mouon. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, 


I will move that 


I presume | 
the gentleman from New York will so modify his | 


| vious question upon its engrossment and third 
| reading. 


it be pestponed unul the first Tuesday of April, |) 


_a further appropriation ? 








be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move that there 
—— five hundred extra copies. 
he motion was referred to the Committee on 
Printing, under the rules. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, from the Commit- 


. . . e i] oO ~ (ree « » rere ; > * 
obviate all difficulty in reference to the course | tee on Commerce, made adverse reports in the fol 


lowing cases; which were laid on the table, and 
the committee discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof: 

A bill for the erection of a custom-house, post 
office, &c., at Apalachicola; and 

A bill for the erection of marine hospitals at 
Memphis, Tennessee, and Apalachicola, Florida. 


LIGHT-HOUSE AT CHICAGO. 
Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the same | 





committee, reported a joint resolution providing 
for the manner of expending the balance of ap- 
propriation for repairing the works and piers, in 
order to preserve and secure the light-house at 
Chicago, Illinois; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time. 

The resolution, which was read, provides that | 
the unexpended balance now remaining of the ap- 
propriation made March 3, 1859, for repairing the 
works and piers, in order to preserve and secure 
the light-house at Chicago, Illinois, be expended 
in repairing and improving the harbor of Chicago; | 
provided that nothing in said bill contained shall in- 
terfere with so much of said appropriation as may 
have been already required by the Light-House 

3oard for repairs in order to secure said light-house, 
but that the same shall! be expended in accordance 
with such requisition. : 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
say that the last Congress made an appropriation 
of some eighty-seven thousand dollars for the pur- 
pose of repairing the piers and light-house, in 
order to protect the harbor of Chicago. A por- 


is yet an unexpended balance. We merely wish 
to change the direction of it, and apply it to clean- 


‘that lake may be protected. I desire to have the | 
resolution put upon its passage, and I call the pre- 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the resolution was ordered to be 


engrossed and read a third time. The resolution || 


being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third | 
time. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved the 
ey question upon the passage of the reso- 
ution, : : | 


h 
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widows’ home, and an asylum for the sick ~ 
infirm; and 

The memorial of the Legislature of Ne 
asking a grant of land to aid in testing t} 
gability of the Platte river; 

The memorial and joint resolution relatiys, 
schoo] lands in the Indian reservation in Richa i. 
son county, Nebraska; and * - 

The petition of the commissioners of 
schools of the Territory of Nebraska. 


BOUNTY LANDS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the same com 
mittee, also reported a bill providing for satisfy. 
ing claims for bounty lands and for other pur. 

oses. s 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. There will be no o}. 
jection to the passage of that bill, and 1 therefyy. 
move that it be engrossed and read a tigen, 

The bill, which was read, provides that the art 
entitled **An act giving further time for satisfyj), 
claims for bounty lands and for other purposes,” 


braska. 
M€ nayj. 


COMmMoy 


| approved February 8, 1854, and the act entitjog 


| ‘An act to provide for satisfying claims for bounty 








The a question was seconded. 
Mr. BRANCH. I would like to know of the | 
gentleman from [Illinois whether the reservation | 


in his joint resolution covers an amount that wilk || 


undoubtedly be sufficient to secure the light-house, | 
so that no possible oggasion will arise calling for | 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Itunquestionably does. | 

Mr. GARTRELL. What amount does the 
resolution cover? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. What re- 
mains of an appropriation of $87 ,000—aboutsixty- 
four thousand dollars. 

The main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD called for the yeas and 
nays upon the passage of the resolution. 

Tellers on the yeas and nays were talled for. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The resolution was then passed.° 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution was 
passed; and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee 


on Public Lands, made adverse reports in the fol- | 


lowing cases; which were laid on the table, and 
the committee discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof: 


The memorial of the Legislature of Nebraska, | 


asking a grant of lands for an orphan asylum, a 





lands for military services in the late war wii) . 
Great Britain and for other purposes,”’ approved 
July 27, 1842, and also the two acts, approved 
January 27, 1835, therein and thereby revived 
shall be revived and continued in force, withoy, 
restriction or limitation as to time. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and reag 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was subsp. 
quently read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved to reconsider 
tht vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Iam instructed by the Com. 
mittee on Public Lands to report a bill to secure 
homesteads to actual setélers on the public domain, 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. [move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; and I will state, at the same time, 
that I want to enter a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which it may be so referred. 

Mr. BRANCH. I move to lay on the table the 
motion to reconsider the vote referring the bill 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has not yet been 
referred. The question is on referring the bill w 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of uy 
Union. 

The question was taken; and.it was agreed to. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I now move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill has been referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BRANCH. And I move to lay on the tab 
the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. The gentleman from North 
Carolina may make that motion; but I hope it wil! 
be understood by the House that the purpose | 
have had in view was not to consume the morning 


| hour in putting the bill on its passage, but still to 


reserve it, so that it may be called up at some fu- 
ture time, that the House may act upon it. 
Several Republican Members. Fix a day. 
Mr. BRANCH. I hope the House will under- 
stand that this movement is to put the homestead 
bill in such a position as that it can be brought 
back before the House, to be voted on whenever 
the friends of the bill desire to do so. 
Mr.FARNSWORTH. That is what we want. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I hope there will be no ob- 
jection to this. I simply want to have the bill in 
such a position that it can be brought up at some 
future time, when the House will not be too much 


| engrossed. 


r. NOELL. I desire to say to the gentleman 
from Illinois, that I want an opportunity to dis- 
cuss this bill before it is put upon its passage. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I want to submit thie ques 
tion whether any gentleman can take the floor 
from me to make the motion to lay on the table: 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illino's 
is entitled to the floor on the motion to reconside'- 

Mr. BRANCH. Had not the gentleman tron! 
Illinois yielded the floor ? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. No, sir; I have not yielded 
the floor. 

Mr. BRANCH. Then I give notice that, when 
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ntleman shall have yielded the floor, I will 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
LOVEJOY. If there is going to be any 
objection to the motion to reconsider being en- 
vored, | will ask that the bill be put upon its pas- 
eave NOW} and I move the previous question. 

~ Mr. BRANCH. That cannot be done, as the 


the ge 
move 


Mr. 


bill has been referred to the Committee of the | 


Whole on the state of the Union. 
The SPEAKER. The bill is not before the 
House. 
Mr. 


vending: 


GROW. The motion to reconsider is 
and the gentleman from Illinois moves 
the 


to do. . m 

Mr. BRANCH. The gentleman from Illinois 
has yielded the floor now; and I move to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 


and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 under- 
stand, Mr. Speaker, that if the motion of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina prevails 





Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I object to | 


debate; I call the gentleman to order. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. The 


question is on the motion to lay on the table. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. AsI understand it, those who | 


want to kill the bill will vote ‘‘ay.”’ 
Mr. BRANCH. 


cuss the bill, will vote in favor of laying on the 


table the motion to reconsider, and let the bill || 
stand committed to the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
from Illinois combine with his motion a motion 
to make the bill a special order in committee ? 

The SPEAKER. That motion would not be 
in order. 

Mr.GROW. The motion of the gentleman 
from Illinois is to recomsider the vote by which 
the bill was referred. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from Illinois whether it is his intention to 
puta bill of so much importance as this on its 
passage without any discussion ? 

Mr.GROW. Of course he does, if you will 
not let us discuss it. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 68, nays 115; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Thomas [.. Anderson, 
William C. Anderson, Avery, Barksdale, Bocock,Bouligny, 


Branch, Bristow, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clemens, | 


Clapton, Cobb, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, David- 
son, Edmundson, English, Etheridge, Gartrell, Gilmer, 
Hamilton, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, John 'T’. Harris, 
Hatton, Hill, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, 
Jaines M. Leach, Leake, Love, Mallory, Elbert S. Martin, 
Maynard, MeRae, Miles, Millson, Laban T. Moore, Syden- 
lam Moore, Nelson, Noell, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, 
Keagan, Rutin, Simms, Singleton, William Smith, William 
N. H. Smith, Stevenson, Stokes, Taylor, ‘Thomas, Under- 
“ ood, Vance, Webster, Whiteley, Winslow, and Wright 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, 
Alley, Babbitt, Barrett, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brabson, 
Briggs, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, 
Campbell, Carey, Case, John Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, 

ooper, Corwin, Covode, James Craig, Curtis, John G. 
Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Eliot, Farnsworth, 
Ferry, Florence, Foster, French, Gooch, Grow, Hall, Has- 
kin, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Holman, Howard, Hum- 


P wey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Keliogg, Wil- || 
liam Kellogg, Kilgore, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach Lee, | 


Logan, Longnecker, Lovejoy, Marston, McClernand, Mc- 
Moor McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Montgomery, 
nen, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, 
Morse, 

Potter, Pottle, 


sen, James C, Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Scott, Sedg- 


wick, Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Ste- || 


vens, William Stewart 
Theaker, ; 


fk: Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu 
- Vashburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Win- 
om, Wood, and Woodruff—115. 


inn the metion to reconsider was not laid on the 
able. 


During the vete, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, stated that his col- 
league, Mr. Borerer, was confined to his bed by 
a aposition, and had been for the last three or 
Our days, 


Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, stated that 


Stout, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, 


Mr. Brayton was paired off with Mr. Srewarr, | 


of Mar 
Mr. 


land. 
URNHAM stated that, if he had been 


THE CO 


previous question on it; which he hasa right 


Mr. GARTRELL. On that, I call for the yeas 


If the mo- | 
tion prevails, the bill remains referred to the Com- | 


And those who want to dis- | 


Does the gentleman | 


Niblack, Nixon, Olin, Pendleton, Perry, Porter, | 
Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, Christopher Robin- | 


Tompkins, ‘T'rain, Trimble, Vallandigham, Van | 








|| within the bar when his name was called, he 
|| would have voted ** no.’’ 

Mr. GURLEY (not being within the baraviten 
his name was called) asked leave to vote. 


Mr. PEYTON objected. 


| vote, he would vote ** no.’’ 
Mr. LOOMIS stated that, if he had been within 


the bar when his name was called, he would have | 


voted ‘* no.’’ 


Mr. COX. I am paired with my colleague, 


Mr. Epcerron; but, ginderstanding from his | 


friends that his opinion coincides with mine on 
this question, | vote ** no.”’ 
Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I desire to have 


this bill kept in a “ages where it can be dis-{) Sunderland, of this 7" 


cussed and amended; and therefore I vote “ ay.”’ 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, stated that he was 
paired off with Mr. Verrer till next Monday. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. I suppose there will 


be no objection to having the bill printed, so that 


members may have an eee examining | 


it. I move that five hun 

ordered to be printed. 
Mr. CURTIS. Say a thousand. 
Mr. PHELPS. 


be printed. 


red copies of the bill be 


There being no objection, the bill was ordered | 


to be printed. 
CHAPLAIN TO THE HOUSE. 


Mr. ADRAIN called for the regular order of | 


business. 


are now in order. 


of Washington city. 
Mr. MAYNARD nominated Rev. George W. 
Samson, of Washington city. 


Rev. Thomas H. Stockton. 

Mr. WHITELEY nominated Rev. J. Spencer 
Kennard, of Washington city. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE nominated Rev. D. Ball. 

Mr. ADRAIN nominated Rev. Robert David- 
son, of New York. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, nominated 
Rev. C. S. Macready. ~ 

Mr. FERRY nominated Rev. N. J. Cole. 

Mr. SMITH, of North Carelina, nominated 
Rev. J. A. Proctor. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, nominated Rev. 
| S. G. Minor, of Illinois. 

Mr. STEVENSON nominated Rev. Dr. But- 
ler, of Washington city. ' 
Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia, nominated Rev. 
| Reuben Steele, of Lee county, Virginia, as one 
who had devoted thirty-six years of his life to the 
preaching of the gospel, and who would come as 
near praying away the sins of the House as any 
clergyman. 

Mr. HUGHES nominated Rev. Mr. Morsell, 
of Washington city, as an able, pious, and elo- 
quent divine, who was well known to every mem- 
ber of the House. He made the nomination on 
his own responsibility, and without consulting 
| Mr. Morsell. 

A Memser on the Republican side of the 








| House. I want to know the politics of your 
nominee. [{Laughter.} 
| Mr. HUGHES. Hehas no politics. Heisa 
|| Christian. [Renewed laughter. } 


Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, nominated Rev. 
Mr. Spurlock. 

Mr. BRANCH. I putin nomination the whole 
|| clergy of the District of Columbia. 
Several Mempers. That is right. 


|| tensive. It covers too much ground. 

1 Mr. MONTGOMERY nominated Rev. A. 
Holmes, as a Methodist clergyman of great elo- 
| quence and ability, and one whom the House 
| would take pleasure in listening to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I move thatthe 
nominations be now closed. 

|| Mr. BURROUGHS nominated Rev. H. Ryon 

|| Smith, of New York. 


The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Scuwarrtz, 


] Mr. POTTER. I wishto nominate Rev. John 
i| G. Fee, of Kentucky. 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


Mr. GURLEY stated that, if he had leave to | 


The result of the vote was announced, asabove. || 


Oh, no; let the usual number | 


The SPEAKER The regular order of busi- | 


ness is the election of a Chaplain; nominations | 


Mr. NIBLACK nominated Rev. B. H. Nadal, | 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, nominated | 


| The SPEAKER. That nomination is too ex- || 
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Mr. ELIOT. I should like to inquire if Rev. 
Dr. Nadal, of Washington city, has been nom- 
inated? 

TheSPEAKER. The nominations will be read. 

The Clerk read over the list of nominees. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I wish to nominate the Jewish 

| Rabbi who officiated here the day the Speaker 
was elected. I understand his name is Raphall. 
I was pleased with his appearance. I should like 
to see our Chaplain officiate in costume. I do 
not know that I shall vote for him,though. Dr 
Nadal is my man. ’ 
(| Mr. JENKINS. 
|| low, of Tennessee. 


|| Mr. HINDMAN. 


I nominate Parson Brown- 
[Laughter.} 


I nominate the Rev. Byron 


Mr. STANTON. I wish to inquire of the gen- 

tleman, whether he is authorized to say that Mr 
, Sunderland will accept the office? 
| Mr. HINDMAN. Lam Mformed by friends 
|, of his that they desire him to be elected, if it is 
the pleasure of the House. I do not know what 
his individual wishes are. 

Mr. STANTON. I would vote for him if I 
thought he would serve. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I hope the gentleman will 
vote for him, then, for I think he will accept. 

Mr. KILGORE. I move to postpone this elec- 
tion until the Ist day of July next. {Loud cries 
of **Nol”’ ‘¢* No,” 
|| Mr MeKNIGHT. [hope that will not be done 
|| We shall have all these gentlemen here election- 
eering Let us get rid of the matter at once. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Iam requested to put in 
nomination the Rev. A. Beach Carter, of Yon- 
kers, New York. 

Mr. KILGORE. I will simply remark, in sup- 
port of my motion, that there are at least a dozen 
men placed in nomination who are residents of 
this city. Lam satisfied that we shall spend three 
or four days in balloting. [Loud cries of ‘* On, 
no!’’] Gentlemen say, ‘‘Oh, no!”’’ Lam satisfied 
that such will be the result; and if, after postpon- 

| ing the election until the beginning of July, we 
| adopt a resolution similar to the one adopted in 
the laet Congress, we shall have the services of 
all these gentlemen, and the friends of each will 
be satisfied. That is my reason for making the 
proposition. 
Mr. PEYTON demanded tellers on the motion 
to postpone 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Burrintron 

and Brancnu were appeinted. 
| The House divided; and the tellers reporeed— 
ayes 56, noes 87. 
So the House refused to postpone the election 

Mr. MAYNARD I took the liberty of nom- 
inating a very worthy and respectable clergyman 
of this city for the office of Chaplain, without any 
conference with him, and without his knowledge 
or privity. After what has transpired, I do not 
deem it proper to continue his name in nomin- 
ation; and | withdraw the name of Dr. Sam- 
son. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The gentleman 

| from Pennsylvania [Mr. Frorence] has put in 
nomination a clergyman from the State of New 
| York. I should like him to explain the denom- 
| ination and religious character of the gentléfnan 
| whom he has nominated. State pride would induce 
| me to vote for him, if not objectionable; and | hope 
| the House will listen to an exposition from my 
| friend from Pennsy!vania. I presume the House 
is not inclined, on this occasion, to be as disor- 
derly as an ecclesiastical synod, and will afford 
| me the means of casting my vote intelligibly. 1 
appeal to the gentleman from Pennsylvania to state 
the position of his nominee. 
| Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 1 ebject. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I ask the unanimous con- 
| sent of the House to make a suggestion in rela- 
| tion to this matter. [Cries ef ** Object!’’] I trust 
| that consent will be given, to let us know who all 
the gentlemen are who have been placed in nom- 
ination. There is a very long catalogue of nom- 
inees; and the names will hardly be remembered, 
unless gentlemen who have placed clergymen in 
nomination are allowed briefly to state what their 
antecedents are. [Loud cries of ‘* Object!’ and 
** Order !’’] 


Miitison, Lee, and Nexson, tellers, to count the || The SPEAKER. Itis objected to. 
votes. | *Mr. FLORENCE. Then, if that privilege is 


not accorded me, I withdraw the name of the gen- 
|| tleman I have nominated. I should have been glad 
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New York. {| 

Mr. ADRAIN. 
Mr. Davidson. 

Mr. HINDMAN. 1 am informed by friends 
of Dr. Sunderland that he does not desire to be 
voted for for Chaplain. 1 therefore withdraw his 
nomination, 

The House then proceeded, in execution of its 
order, to’vote viva voce for Chaplain of the House 
for the Thirty-Sixth Congress, with the follow- 
ing result; Whole number of votes, 189; necessary 
to a choice, 95; of which— 


I withdraw the nomination of 


Rev. Mr. Proctor received .......... bVeweedade wnbs 41 
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Rev. Mr. Davidson 
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So there was no election 


The following is the vote in detail; 


For Rev. Mr. Proctor—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, 
Avery, Barksdale, Branch, Bristow, Burnett, John B. || 
Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Crawford, Burton Craige, Curry, | 
Fouke, Gartrell, Hardeman, Hatton, Hill, Houston, Jack- || 
son, Jones, James M. Leach, Maynard, Mallory, Millson, | 
Sydenham Moore, Noell, Peyton, Pryor, Pugh, Reagan, | 
Rutlin, Simms, Singleton, William N. H. Smith, Stokes, 
Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, and Wins- 
low. 

For Rev. Mr. Ball—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Ad- 
ams, Alley, William C. Anderson, Blake, Briggs, Buffinton, 
Burlingame, Burnham, Carey, Case, Cooper, Duell, Ether- 
idge, French, Gooch, Gurley, Male, J. Morrison Harris, 
Helmick, Howard, humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Kilgore, 
Marston, Morrill, Morse, Nelson, Olin, Perry, Reynolds, 
Sherman, Somes, Stout, Stratton, Theaker, Tompkins, 
Van Wyck, Wells, and Trimble. 

For Rev. Mr. Stockton—Messrs. Aldrich, Bingham, Blair, 
Campbell, Corwin, Colfax, Covode, Cox, Delano, Dunn, 
Foster, Grow, Hall, Hickman, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, 
James M. Leach, Longnecker, Lee, McKean, McKnight, 
Millward, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, Porter, Royce, | 
Wiliiam Stewart, Schwartz, Eliihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Webster, Wilson, Wood, and Mr. Speaker. 

For Rev. Mr. Nadal—Messrs. Adrain, Clemens, John |! 
Cochrane, Covode, Curtis, John G. Davis, Eliot, English, 
Florence, Hawkins, Maclay, McPherson, Niblack, and 
Stevens. 

For Rev. Mr. Fee—Messts. Ashley, Dawes, Potter, Chris- | 
—— Robinson, Sedgwick, Tappan, ‘Train, Waldron, and | 
Walton. 

Fer Rev. Mr. Morsell—Messrs. Boyce, H. Winter Davis, 
Hughes, Charles D. Martin, Miles, Pendleton, Rice, and 
‘Taylor. 

For Rev. Mr. Dempsey—Messrs. Bocock, Davidson, Ed- 
mundson, Jenkins, Leake, Love, Scott, William Smith, 
and Wright. 

For Rev. H. Ryon Smith—Messrs. Babbitt, Burroughs, 
Conkling, Hoard, Pottle, and Spinner. 

For Rev. Mr. Kennard—Messrs. Brabson, Holman, Mc- 
Clegnand, Nixon, James C. Robinson, and Whiteley. 

For Rev. Mr. Cone—Messrs. Ferry, Loomis, Montgom- 
ery, and Woodruff. 

For Rev. Mr, Butler—Messrs. Bouligny, Burch, and 
Stevenson. 

For Rev. Mr. Spurlock—Messrs. Laban T. Moore, and 
Thayer. 
aa Rev. William 4. Smith—Messrs. Hindman and Mc- 

e. - 

For Rev. Mr. Chapin—Messrs. Haskin and Cadwalader 
C,. Washburn. 

For Rev. Mr. Macready—Mr. Lovejoy. 

For Rev. Mr. Miner—Mr. William Kellogg. 

For Rev. Mr. Steele—Mr. Elbert 8. Martia. 

For Rev. Mr. Sunderland—Mr. Windom. 

For Rev. Mr. Holmes—Mr. Riggs. 

For Rev. Mr. Davidson—Mr. Adrain. 

For Rew. Mr. Beecher—Mr. Farnsworth. 

For Rev. Mr. Brown—Mr. John T. Harris. 
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During the vote, the following proceedings took 

nlace : 

Mr. COBB. I voted for Mr. Kennard, a Bap? 
tist minister; but 1 am perfectly satisfied that the 
Baptists have no show here; | therefore change 
my vote, and vote for a Methodist, Mr. Proctor. 

A large number of gentlemen on both sides of | 
the House changed their votes. | 

Mr. BRANCH. I ask the attention of the |! 
House for a moment, to make a suggestion. I 
think we shall all agree that this scene should cons 
tinue as short a time as possible. We have now | 
an Opportunity to know who are the strongest 


| 








TH 


to meee to the invitation of the gentleman from | 
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candidates on the respective sides; and my prop- } an appeal from the decision of the Cha 


osition to the House is this: that I shall be per- 
mi@ted to offer a resolution declaring a particular 
gentleman Chaplain; that the other side shall be 
permitted to offer an amendment, proposing to 


substitute another name for it; that then the pre- | 


vious question shall be called, and that this matter 
shall be settled by two votes. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I object to that. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suggest that we take the 
two highest candidates, whoever they are, and 
vote for them. ’ 

Mr. McKNIGHT. object to that. 

Mr. BRANCH. The difficulty is, that we can- 
not prevent gentlemen voting for who they please. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina is objected to. 

Mr. BRANCH. Ido not press it. I see that 
it is objected to; and it can aly be done by unan- 
imous consent, 

Several Mempers asked leave to change their 
votes. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 
that it would be better to take another vote. No 
result gan be attained by this continual changing 
of votes. The Chair hears no objection to that 
course This vote is therefore closed. 

Mr. KILGORE. I move that the election be 
postponed until the first Monday in December 
next, 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order’ 
until the result of the vote has been announced. 

Mr. KILGORE. I understood the Speaker to 
announce that the vote was terminated. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to change my 
vote. 

The SPEAKER. Itis notin order. The Chair 
understands that, by unanimous consent, another 
vote is to be taken, and that no further changes 
on this vote are to be allowed. 

The result of the vote was then announced, as 
above recorded. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that whoever gets 
the largest number of votes on the next ballot 


shall be declared elected Chaplain of this House. 


Mempsers on both sides objected. 

The SPEAKER. That proposition can only 
be entertained by unanimous consent, and objec- 
tion is made by members from all sides. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I move that Mr. Proctor 
be declared Chaplain of the House by acclama- 
tion. 

Mr. McK NIGHT. I move to amend by sub- 
stituting the name of Mr. Stockton. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I favor that amendment. 
[Cries of ** Object !’’ * Object !’?] 

The SPEAKER. The proposition cannot be 
entertained, objection being made. . 

Mr. KILGORE, I move that the further con- 


_ sideration of this subject be postponed until De- 


cember next. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Iobject. The 
motion is not in order unless by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Letus havea vote between 
the two who have had the highest number of 
votes on the last ballot 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. All these prop- 
ositions are out of order;“for, sir, the House has 
agreed, by unanimous consent, to take another 
vote. It is, therefore—that order having been 
made by the House—not in order to move for a 

stponement 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. The House agreed that another vote 
should be taken, and all other propositions are out 
of order unless by unanimous consent. [Cries of 
**Call the roll!’’  ** Let us vote !’’] 

Mr. KILGORE. I take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, 

Mr. RUFFIN. I never heard of the under- 
standing that is referred to. 

TheSPEAKER. Itwasthe understanding, and 
because of that understanding gentlemen ceased 
to change their votes. It was distinctly stated, 
and,as the Chair believes, distinctly agreed to. 

Mr. KILGORE. I appeal from the decision of 
the Chair. I moved that the further consideration 
of this question be postpened until next Decem- 
ber, upon which the gentleman from Maine raised 
a question of order, that the motion I made was 
not in order because the House had agreed by 
unanimous consent to take another vote. I insist 
that my motion is in order, and I therefore take 


| 
| 





| 
|| upon the table. 


} 
| 
| 
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ir sustain. 


ing the point of order raised by the gentleman from 


Maine. 
Mr. BOCOCK. I move that that appeal be laid 


The motion was agreed to 
SECOND VOTE FOR CHAPLAIN. 


The House yey the second time to vote fp 
Chaplain, with the following result: Whole oo 
ber of votes cast, 189, necessary to a choice 95. 
of which— — 


Rev. Mr. Stockton FOCCIVEd oe ee ee eee eeeeeeecess HI] 
i a. Pe ta newedenas ene dina a‘e > 


Mir MOR REE a. aces ccscsoce sas Nee Se 
Rev. Mr. Morsell......... veetataee Se MeN dae ccc. 3 
Rev. Mr. Fee. .....cseeseeseverseeeeeeesessesescs 9 
ee OR OS eee ee eee ] 
Rev. Mr. Kennard....... shiadae saad 


The following is the vote in detuil: 


For Rev. Mr. Stockton— Messrs. Charles F, Adams 
Adrain, Aldrich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Babbitt’ 
Bingham, Blair, Blake, Briggs, Buffinton, Burlingame. 
Burnham, Burroughs, Campbell, Carey, Case, Clemens’ 
Colfax, Conkling, Cooper, Corwin, Covode, Cox, Curtis’ 
John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Eliot, Ey)’ 
eridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Freneh 
Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, J. Morrison Harris, [Has’ 
kin, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Howard, Humphrey 
Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Williain 
Kellogg, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Maclay, Mallory, Marston, Charles D 
Martin, McClernand, MeKean, McKnight, McPherson, 
Millward, Montgomery, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy 
Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Perry, Porter, Pottle, Rey- 
nolds, Rice,Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Sedg. 
wick, Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stevens, William Stewart, Stout, Stratton, Theaker,Tomp. 
kins, Train, Trimble, Van Wyck, Waldron, Walton, Cad- 
walader C.Washburn, Ellibu B. Washburne, Israe}] Wash- 
burn, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, Woodruff. 
and Mr. Speaker. P 

For Rev. Mr. Proctor—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, 
Avery, Barksdale, Bocock, Bouligny, Boyce, Brabson, 
Branch, Bristow, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, 
Cobb, John Cochrane, James Craig, Burton Craige, Craw- 
ford, Curry, Davidson, Edmundson, English, Fouke, Gar- 
trell, Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hill, Hindman, 
Houston, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Kilgore, James M. 
Leach, Leake, Logan, Love, Elbert S. Martin, Maynard, 
McRae, Miles, Millson, Laban T. Moore, Sydenham Moore, 
Nelson, Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Pryor, Pugh, 
Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Scott, Singleton, 
William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stevenson, Stokes, 
Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, Whiteley, 
Winslow, and Wright. 

For Rev. Mr. Ball—Messrs. Green Adams and Thayer. 

For Rev. Mr. Morselt—Messrs. Hughes and Taylor. 

For Rev. Mr. Fee—Messrs. Potter and Tappan. 

For Rev. Mr. Nadal—Mr. Hawkius. 

For Rev. Mr. Kennard—Mr. Holman. 


Pending the above call, 

Mr. WHITELEY moved that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. No motion is in order peni- 
ing a division of the House 

r. EDMUNDSON withdrew the name of Mr 
Dempsey as a candidate. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Rhode Island, stated that 
his colleague, Mr. Brayton, was paired with M: 
Stewart, of Maryland 

Mr. FLORENCE said that he would change 
from the gentleman for whom he before voted, and 
vote for Mr. Stockton, whom he understood to be 
a pure and pious man anda good Bible Christian. 

r. MARTIN, of Virginia, withdrew the name 
of Mr. Steele, and voted for Mr. Proctor, whom 
he understood to be a Constitution and Union-lov-. 
ing man, and a sectarian in no sense of the word. 

r. MONTGOMERY withdrew the name of 
Mr. Holmes, and voted for Mr. Stockton. 

Mr. NIBLACK withdrew the name of Mr. 
Nadal. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE said that he was satisfied 
Mr. Ball could not be elected, and he therefore 
changed his vote to Mr. Stockton 

Mr. CONKLING said that, fearing there was 
no chance of Mr. Beecher being elected, he would 
vote for Mr. Stockton 

The vote was then annouriced, as above re- 
corded. 

The SPEAKER pro (Mr. Wasusves, 
of Maine, in the chair) declared Rev. Tuomas H. 
Srockton daly elected Chaplain of the House of 
Representatives for the Thirty-Sixth Congress. 


VISIT TO MOUNT VERNON. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the 
House the following communication: 


“The members and officers of the House of Represents 
tives are invited to accompany the Mount Vernon Ladies 
Association on a special trip to the home of Washington, 
being the first visit made by the association sinee the — 
became their property, that of the nation. A steame 
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ee 7th March, at three o’clock, p. m., and return 
the sae evening.” 

Mr. SHERMAN. [trust that the invitation of 
the ladies of the Mount Vernon Association will 
be accepted by the House; and that its acceptance 


be entered Upon our Journal. At half past two | 


Yelock, Pp. M., to-morrow, any gentleman can 
move to adjourn; and then as many of us as de- 
accompany the association, and take part 


sire can 


a since it has become the property of the nation. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MILEAGE BILL, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the House pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the business upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


e the usual wharf, near the Potomac bridge, on | 


| 
| 


j 


the first formal visit to the tomb of Washing- | 
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. : : _ 
paired with Mr. Franx, he would vote in the || tion to that, I desire 


affirmative. 
Mr. LANDRUM stated that he was 
with Mr. Carrer. 


Mr. LARRABEE said: Mr. Speaker, I am in | 


favor of a proper modification of the mileage law, 
but Lam o pposed to this bill. 
Mr. TAYLOR stated that his colleague, Mr, 


|| Davipson, was paired off with Mr. Tuayer. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM said: Mr. Speaker, 
[ regard this bill, both in its idea and its *‘ geo- 


| graphical line,’’ as one of those transient ‘* hum- 


|| bugs’? which every now and then afflict a legis- 





| 


The SPEAR tempore. The first business | 


in order is a bill (E 


| 
| 


. R. No. 63) to amend an act || 


entitled ** An act to regulate the compensation of || 


te) ee a ee. ||. cote . 
members of Congress, ”’ passed August 16th, 1856; | inasmuch as this bill involves no great public 


and to repeal so much of said act, or of other acts, 
asallows mileage to Senators,Representatives, and 
Delegates in Congress. The quegtion is on the 
passage of the bill as amended; and on that ques- 
tion the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Suerman] has 
demanded the previous question. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I withdraw the demand for 
the previous question in order to enter the motion 
toreconsider. As I desire to have this bill passed 
this evening, and as I have the right to speak an 
hour upon it, being the reporter of the bill to the 
House, I will ield to gentlemen who have ob- 
iections to the bill, to make short speeches stating 
their objections. After the motion to recommit 
is entered, I renew the call for the previous ques- 
tion. If any gentleman wants to make a speech 
against the bill, I will yield for that mgmt 
“Several Mempers. Let us pass the bill with- 
out further debate. ana 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Will the 
gentleman from Ohio yield for an amendment, 
repealing all laws allowing mileage? , 

Mr. SHERMAN. The bill is now on its pas- 
sage, and is beyond the point when amendment 
isin order. [Cries of ‘*Call the previous ques- 
tion!”’] I do call for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The motion to recommit was disagreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The question 
recurs now on the passage of the bill, as amended. 

Mr. MAYNARD demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 155, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Allen, Aey, Thomas L. Anderson, William 
C. Anderson, Ashley, Avery, Babbitt, Barksdale, Barrett, 
Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bocock, Brabson, Branch, Briggs, 
Bristow, Buflinton, Burtingame, Burnett, Burnham, Camp- 
bell, Carey, Case, John B. Clark, Clemens, Clopton, Cobb, 
Colfax, Conkling, Covode, Cox, James Craig, Burton 
Craige, Crawtord, Curry, Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, 
Dunn, Edmundson, Eliot, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, 
Foster, French, Gartrell, Gilmer, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, 
Hale, Hall, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, John 'T. Harris, 
Haskin, Hatton, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Holman, 
Houston, Howard, Hughes, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, 
Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, 
William Kellogg, De Witt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Lee, 
Longnecker, Loomis, Love, Lovejoy, Maclay, Mallory, 
Marston, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, 
McKean, McKnight, Millson, Millward, Laban T. Moore, 
Sydenham Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 
Nixon, Noell, Olin, Pendleton, Perry, Peyton, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Potter, Pottle, Pryor, Pugh, Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, 
Christopher Robinson, Royce, Ruffin, Schwartz, Sedgwick, 
Sherman, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Somes, 
a paulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Stevenson, William 
ee Stokes, Stratton, Theaker, Thomas, Tompkins, 
orate Trimble, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, Van 
oe Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, El- 
— Wishburne, Israel Washburn, Webster, Wells, 

ilson, Windom, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, and 


Wright—155. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bouligny, Burch, Cooper, John G. Da- 
ilgore, Larrabee, 


hoe Florence, Fouke, Hill, Hindman, 
‘cClernand, McRae, Miles, Nelson, Niblack, Reagan, 


ue ©. Robinsen, Scott, Singleton, Stout, and Tay- 
as 


So the bill was passed. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. HUTCHINS stated that his colleague, 
- EDGERTON, was paired with his colleague, 
Mr. Cox; and that if his colleague, Mr. Epcer- 
TON, Were present to vote, he would vote in the 
affirmative. si 


Mr.GARNETT stated that if he were not 





lative assembly. As ‘ mileage,’’ 


paired | 





to know who applied for this 
report? 

_ Mr. STANTON. I will say to the gentleman 
from Mississippi, that applications are made by 


| persons interested in the Oregon and Washington 


or traveling | 


|| expenses proper, it wiil give me too much, (about | 
|| two hundred and fifty dollars, while I can come 


here and return home for forty dollars.) If it is 
meant to be a part of general compensation, I re- 
ceive, in common with others, little enough now. 


The mileage ought either to remain about as it is | 


or be cut off altogether. 
its **humbug;’’ the House must have its; and, 


| principle, and affects no one except myself or 


other members of the House or of the Senate, I 
en just this much to the influencesgoperating 
ere to pass it, and vote ‘‘ay.”’ 


Mr. STOUT said: Mr. Speaker, I voted for this 


But the Senate has had | 


bill under the impression that it deprived mem- | 


bers from the Pacific coast of all compensation; 
but, as | find that I was mistaken, I now change 
my vote, and vote ‘* no.’’ 

Mr. McPHERSON said: Mr. Speaker, I was 
detained by a constituent, and did not arrive in 
the Hall until a moment or two after my name 
was called. If I had been present, I ean have 
voted for the bill. 

The vote was then announced, as above re- 
corded. 

Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move to amend the title 
of the bill, so that it willread, ‘‘Anact toregulate 
the mileage of members of Congress.’’ 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON WAR DEBTS. 
Mr. GURLEY. 


mittee on Printing to submit the following reso- 
lution: . 

Resolved, That one thousand extra copies of the report 
of the Third Auditor of the Treasury, in pursuance of a 
resolution of the House, passed February 8, 1859, in rela- 
tion to the claims of Oregon and Washington Territory for 


I am instructed by the Com- | 





expenses incurred in repelling Indian hostilities, be printed | 


for the use of the House. 


Icall for the previous question on the adoption 
of the resolution. 

Mr.STOUT. I desire to know if it has not 
already been ordered to be printed? 

Mr. GURLEY. This is the motion to print 
one thousand extra copies. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I would ask whether, 
under the rules of the House and without any 
resolution, one copy for each member will not be 
printed ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There will ‘be. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Then what necessity for 
this extra number of copies? It strikes me that 
it is a useless expense to the Government. 

Mr. STANTON. My colleague [Mr. Gurter] 
has withdrawn the previous question, to enable 
me to make an explanation. This is a report upon 
the Oregon and ashingion war debt, which 
amounts to $6,000,000, as analyzed by the Third 
Auditor of the Treasury. The Committee on 
Military Affairs have frequent applications for 
copies of that report. It is a very important one, 
involving a very large amount of money. The 
Third Auditor also has applications for this re- 
port, and the Committee on Military Affairs in- 
structed me to report this resolution to the House; 
under the rules, it went to the Committee on 
Printing, and they make this report. The docu- 
ment is already in type, and the extra copies will 
cost but a trifle. 

Mr. MAYNARD. What is the size of the 
document? 


Mr. GURLEY. One hundred and thirty-two 


es. 
“ie BARKSDALE. How mueh will these 
extra copies cost the Government? And in addi- 





claims—persons who desire to inform themselves 
about the character of those claims. It isa matter 
of very great importance, involving a very large 
sum of money; and I hope the resolution will be 
adopted. 

Mr. GURLEY. 1 call the previous question. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


| main question ordered to be put; and under the 





\« Mr. BRANCH. 


| yield to that motion. 


operation thereof, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. GURL@W moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. : 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PRINTING OF BILL AND REPORT. 

Mr. GURLEY, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That five hundred extra cepies of the bill of the 
House No. 114, “further to provide for the safety of pas- 
sengers on vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam,’ 


and the accompanying report, No. 9, be printed for the use 
of the House. 


Mr. GURLEY called the previous question. 
The previous question was adel 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Ohio what the size of the bool: 


|| will be ? 


Mr. GURLEY. It is only a bill and report. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Then there is no 


| objection. 


“he main question was ordered to be put; and 
under the operation thereof, the resolution was 
adopted. 

r. GURLEY moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
| moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
| table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES, ETC. 


Mr. HOARD obtained the floor. 
I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 


Mr. HOARD. 


I have the floor, and cannot 
I desire to offer a resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. GROW. [I desire to inquire if the first 
business in the morning will not be a vote upon 
the homestead bill? I want the House to saat 
stand the matter. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In reference to 
that bill, a motion to reconsider is pending, and 
it can be called up at any time. 

Mr. HOARD. I desire to offer what I con- 
sider to be a privileged resolution; and I will send 
it to the desk to be read, to see whether the Chair 
will decide that it is privileged. If he shall not 


| so decide, then I will call the attention of the 
! . 

| House to the action of the last Congress upon a 
| similar resolution. 





Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to knew 
who has the floor? There areso many standing 
up, I cannot tell. * 

The SPEAKER pro tempofe. Gentlemen will 
take their seats, and pounniges order. 

Order being restored, the Clerk read the res- 


| olution, as follows; 


Whereas a Representative from the State of Pennsylva- 


| nia, Mr. Hickman, did, on the 12th day of December last, 


on the floor of this House, make the following statement: 
«4s Mr. Buchanan could not purchase me, so I cannot be 
purchased by others. I have already been offered more than 
Iam worth, and refused to sell myself at that ;’? and on the 
same day, Mr. Haskin, a Representative from the State of 
New York, on the floor of this House, made the following 
statement : *‘ In answer to this [a charge of oping one of a 
mercenary band] let me say that no one knows better than 
Mr. Buchanan himself the utter falsehood of this charge ; for 
he endeavored, by threats and by seductions of his patronage, 
without effect, to draw true men away from the path of duty ;” 
and on the 14th = of December last, Mr. ApRaiN, a Rep- 
resentative from New Jersey, on the floor of this House, 
made the following statement: ‘* During the Lecompton 
controversy I was oached in such a manner as cor- 
ruption on the part of the Administration ;”’ and whereas 
such statements imply an interference by the Executive 
Department of the Government with the action and rights 
of this Hous, incompatible with the dignity and purity of 
legislation, in derogation of the privileges of this body, and 
destructive of the public confidence in our institutions and 
Government: Therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the 
Speaker, to inquire and investigate whether any improper 
attempts have been or are being made by any person con 
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nected with the present Executive Department of this 
Government, or by any person acting with their advice or 
consent, to influence the action of this House, or of any of 
its members, upon any question or measure upon which it 
has acted, or which it has or may have under consideration, 
directly or indirectly, by any promise, offer, or intimation 
of employment, patronage, office, favors, or rewards, under | 
the Government, or under any department, officer, or ser- 
vant thereof, to be conferred or withheld in consideration 
of any vote given, or to be given, withheld, or to be with- 
held; with power to send for persons and papers, examine 
witnesses, and leave to report at any time, by bill or other- 
wise. 

Mr. BRANCH. I hope there will be no ob- 
jection to the resolution. The charges are made 
upon responsible names. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire@ ask the gen- 
tleman from New York whether we are to have 
two special committees to investigate the same 
subject? That is entire.y unnecessary. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I rise to a point of order. 
It is, that itis not competent for the gentleman 
from New York to move to raise a special com- 
mittee with regard to a matter already referred by 
the House to the committee ordered yesterday. 
There certainly must be some end to questions of 
this kind. 

Mr. HOARD. These are special charges. The 
others were not. 

Mr. CLEMENS. To appoint this committee | 
will only tend to incur expense by an inquiry into | 
a matter embraced in the power of a committee 
raised peerenys on motion of the gentleman’s | 
own party, at the head of which is the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Covope.] I desire to 
make no objection to the resolution, but I do sug- 
gest, as a measure of economy, that the resolu- 
tion, though more specific, is embraced in the 
resolutions of inquiry adopted yesterday, and | 
therefore it ought to be sent to that committee. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question | 
raised by the gentleman from Virginia is not ex- | 
actly a question of order. It directs itself to the 
discretion of the House. 

Mr. HOARD. I move the previous question. | 

Mr. CLEMENS. I move that the resolution | 
of the gentleman from New York be referred to 
the select committee ordered yesterday. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Virginia has not the floor to make the mo- 
tion. The gentleman from New York has the 
floor, and moves the previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is the resolution before the 
House ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
understands it. 

Mr. BRANCH. No one upon this side of the 
House objects to the resolution. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Iam not going to object to 
the resolution; but it seems’to me, as the com- 
mittee ordered yesterday has almost all of the 
subject-matter of this resolution under considera- | 
tion, that the resolution might go to that commit- 
tee most appropriately. And the gentleman from 

New York has no objection, as I understand. 

Mr. COVODE. I will explain the matter to 
the gentieman from Alabama. It would appear 
that the subject-matter of this resolution is covered 
by the resolution I offered yesterday, and I will | 
state, for the purpose of avoidmg any additional 
expense, that wherever the duties of the two com- 
mittees embrace the same subject, I will not have 
testimony taken under the resolution I offered. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The House must know 
that there is no necessity for these committees of 
investigation. The Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures had referred to them, the other day, | 
some matters relating to the public printing. And | 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Covope,} 
yesterday, by his resolution, cut a very wide | 
swath, extending from the Atlantic to the Pa- | 
eific, and from the Arostook—where investiga- | 
tien is needed, if all we hear be true—to the Rio | 
Grande; and if he gets through with all that busi- 


The Chair so 


ness by the time the Thirty-Sixth Congress ad- 
journs, he will have all he can do. 

So far as economy is concerned—though I am 
in favor of economy everywhere—let them have 
an investigation, thorough and complete, and then 
we shall know whether there is any truth in these | 
charges or not. I am in favor of a thorough in- | 
vestigation; but the committee already ordered | 
have charge of the same matter. 

Mr. BRANCH. I earnestly hope no objection | 
will be made upon this side of the House to the | 





the responsibility of members upon this floor. 
Members have risen in their places and made 
charges of corruption upon the Administration. 
The gentleman from New York asks for a com- 


| mittee to investigate those charges, and he ought 


to have it. The country is entitled to an investi- 


gation, and it ought not to be mixed up with the 


investigation of charges of fraud against officials 
in custom-houses, and those connected with the 
public printing. I say that grave charges like 
these, made upon grave authority, from respons- 
ible sources, ought not to be sent to a committee 
raised for the purpose of investigating official cor- 
ruption in custom-houses and the like. I hope 
the resolution will pass eee that a com- 
mittee will be raised, and that the charges will be 
investigated, in order that, if true, the President 
and his advisers may be held responsible; and if 
false, that those who originated them may be held 


responsible for their calumnies. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from North 
Carolina has made a very warm speech, seeming 
to appeal to this side of the House to make no 
objection to the introduction of the resolution, as 


| if objection had been made, or was contemplated 


by some of his own friends. Why, sir, the speech 
was wholly unnecessary. I do not understand 
that any Democrat has intimated a desire to make 
objection to the introduction of the resolution, or 
has any such purpose; and therefore I do not 
want the speech of the gentleman to go to the 
country under circumstances from which an infer- 


| ence may be drawn, even remotely, that I desire, 


or that any other Democrat desires, to pe to 


| the resolution. I did wish, and I yet would pre- 
| fer, to have this resolution go to the select com- 


| mittee which was raised yesterday. 


| to the gentleman from New York [Mr. 


That, in 
my opinion, is the proper place for it. I appealed 
OARD] 
to agree that the resolution be referred to the spe- 
cial committee already ordered, because, in my 


| judgment, it should go tliere; but I do not intend 


to object, nor have I understood that _ one else 
on this side of the House intended to object. If 
the gentleman from New York refuses to allow it 
to be sent to the committee already raised, then, 
I say, let it take that course. 

There is no disposition upon this side of the 
House, nor has there been at any time, to smother 
or prevent the investigation of emma against the 
present Administration; but if gentlemen will look 
at the resolutions adopted yesterday by the votes, 
in large part, of members upon this side of the 


| House, they will see that any such charge is 


groundless; so far from that being true, they have 
directed the committee to extend their examina- 


| tion into Pennsylvania, and every other State, 


district, or county, in this Union, to learn whether 
money has been expended in elections; and if so, 
by whom. Yes, sir; to send to the congressional 
district of any member of this body, and bring 
witnesses here to testify whether that Represent- 
ative, or any of his friends, or any one else, had 
expended any money in the congressional orany 
other election. What character of resolution is 
that? What sort of an inquiry is that which au- 
thorizes your committee to send all over the States 
of the Union, into every congressional district, to 
inqhire whether any candidate for any office, or 
the friends of any such candidate, have expended 
money in electioneering for their friend? Not 
whether the President of the United States has 
used money corruptly; not whether any officers 
responsible to us have used money in elections 
corruptly; but whether any one, I care not who 
he may be, though hqmay be a private citizen, 
not amenable to this House for his conduct, has 
— money in elections ? 

r. Speaker, | wish to know whetherthe mem- 
bers of that committee will, in the discharge of 
their duty, examine into the statements made in 
reference to the action of the late State treasurer 
of the State of Maine, who I believe is acknow!- 
edged to be a defaulter to the State to the amount 
of many thousands of dollars, and who, itis said, 
has admitted that he expended the money for 
which he is a defaulter in efforts to carry the 
Black Republican elections in the State of Maine? 
I want to know whether the committee raised 
yesterday will discharge its whole duty to the 
country, according to the terms of the resolution? 
If it will, it must send into the State of Maine for 

roper testimony to show what became of that 


resolution. Here are specific charges made upon |! large amountof money, which, it is said, was used 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 





March 6, 


in the elections in that State. And the co 
must not stop at that; it may be profitable 
something of the influences or means used in th 
organization of this House. Some very strano, 
voting was done, and it may be well that the eo), 
mittee investigate and let the House know al 
about it—whether there has been any division of 
spoils, or promises to divide; whether clerkshine 
or other offices have been used in producing 4) 
organization. It may be that nothing of the king 
has been done; if so, let the committee ascertain 
and report; and if otherwise, let us know it. You, 
Speaker, your Postmaster, your Doorkeeyy . 
your Clerk, your Printer, and your—but | wi!) 
not say your Chaplain to pray for you, for | syp. 
pose you are aware that you need a good deal of 
praying to be done for you, and you may have 
exercised some fairness about that. 

Mr. DUNN. I think I understood the gent|p. 
man from Alabama to say, that the Speaker haq 
made some bargain to secure his election, jj} 
the gentleman specify any charge? If he wil), 
and will propose a committee to investigate the 
charge, I will vote for it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Isaid no such thing. J saig 
I wanted to know whether that committee would 
inquire into the manner in which these elections 
were brought about; and that is what, I must be. 
lieve, every man who heard me understood me 
as Saying, except the gentleman from Indiana, 

Mr. DUNN. I want to ask you one question 
more, if you please. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I want the chairman of tha 
investigating committee to tell me this—— 

Mr. DUNN. You seem to think that you 
were not misunderstood by any one but me. © 

Mr. HOUSTON. I suppose I was not, for 
what I said was so plain, that I take it for granted 
nobody but yourself misunderstood me. | 

Mr. DUNN. Then I want to know why it 
was that you mentioned the Speaker’s name in 
connection with fraudulent contractors, unless you 
meant to be understood as charging him with 
something of that kind? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was referring to the organ- 
ization of the House, including all the elections, 
and expressed the desire that the investigating 
committee would direct its attention to those elee- 
tions, that they may learn how and whiy these 
strange things were enacted, and results produced 
such as we have witnessed. I was going to call 
the attention of the distinguished gentleman {rom 
Pennsylvania 

Mr. COVODE. I will answer the gentleman 
from Alabama as to anything he wants to know 
from me. The gentleman from Alabama has 
charged me with taking a range all over the elec- 
tion districts of the United States. Let me say 
to the gentleman that within the last half houra 
distinguished Democrat from Pittsburg, Pennsy'- 
vania, called me to the door to tell me that he 
wanted me to subpena him to come here and give 
his testimony in regard to corruption at the elec- 
tion there. [Gries of ‘“* Name!”’ ** Name!”’ ** Who 
was he ?”’ ‘*Give us his name!”’ from the Demo- 
cratic benches. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Let us have his name by 
all means. [Great uproar and confusion. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. I want to proceed with my 
remarks; but I would first like the distinguished 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to let us know who 
this ** distinguished Democrat”’ is. Will the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania favor us with the name 
of that ‘‘ distinguished”’ person? 

Mr. COVODE. I will not; for I am afraid that 
the ends of justice might be defeated by my doing 
so. But here [pointing to a member behind hin, 
supposeg to be Mr. Dawes] is the proof that 
what I say is correct. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That may be; bufwill you 
letus know the name? The gentleman from Pen- 
sylvania very boastingly took the floor, and stated 
that he won answer any question I might ask 
him. Now, it is certainly very strange that he 
declines to answer the first question I propound 
to him. Let us hear the name of this “ disti0- 
guished Democrat.”’ ‘ 

Mr. COVODE. You will get his name in the 
report that the committee will make. 

r. HOUSTON. Yes, sir; we will get )'s 
name then. _I take it for granted that the gente 
man thinks so; but he should not have propes® 
in advance to answer questions, unless he had in- 
tended to do so. That is a backing down which 
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ona be somewhat humbling to the pride of the 
head of that distinguished special committee. 
“Mr. HUTCHINS. I rise to a question of 


order. 


en 


heir seats. ; 
The SPEAKER pro tempore directed members 
to resume their seats. — 

Mr. FRENCH. Will the gentleman from Ala- 


bama allow me to interrupt him? 


Mr. HOUS TON. I desire tofinish my remarks 


upon one other point, and then I will allow’ the 
gentleman. : 

Mr. FRENCH. 
tleman a quesuion. 


Mr. HOUSTON 


I would like to ask the gen- 


The gentleman can ask it 
I 


from Alabama, then, on what authority he makes 
the statement here that the treasurer of Maine has 
declared that he expended thousands of dollars of 
the money of the State treasury for election pur- 
poses: 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
for making reference to that Maine defalcation is 


what | have seen, and whatI presume every gen- | 


tleman has seen, in the newspapers, and in papers 


published in the State of Maine, purporting to 


vive the facts. 


° Mr. FRENCH. 


was an entire fabrication—a fabrication made by 


the editor of the Bangor Union, without the slight- | 


est foundation whatever; and I have been informed 


that he himself has since been compelled to ac- | 


knowledge, under oath, before an investigating 
committee, that it was entirely unauthorized and 
false. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does the gentleman from 
Maine say that there was no default on the part 
of that officer? 

Mr. FRENCH. 
controversy. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, I desire to have that 
question answered here. Let us deal frankly with 
each other. 

Mr. FRENCH. 
a defaleation there 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman admits that 
there was a defaleation, but 


That was not the question in 


I do not deny that there was 








Mr. FRENCH. But I deny that the treasurer | 
stated that the money was used for election pur- | 


poses, 

Mr. HOUSTON Well, then, I want to call 
the attention of this investigating committee to 
that defaleation in Maine. [{Laughter.] I want 
them to inquire whether the statement that it was 
used in elections ig not true, and find out what 
became of the money. And the statement has 
been made, and I have no doubt with more truth 
than is found in the gentleman’s resolutions. The 


gentleman says that an investigating committee | 
in Maine found that statement to be incorrect. | 


That may be, and I have no doubt that the insin- 
uations in the gentleman’s resolutions are untrue; 
a“ if the committee will do its duty, it will so 
ind, 
Mr. FRENCH. Well, I wish to say to the 
gentleman from Alabama 
Mr. HOUSTON. There was a substantial 





foundation for the charges and investigation in | 


thatcase. There is none in the one moved on 


yesedany, as shown by the resolutions them- 
selves, 

Mr. FRENCH. Wili the gentleman from Ala- 
ama yield to me one moment? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FRENCH. I wish to say this: that the 
charge of defalcation is now being investigated 


ae acommittee. The State ef Maine will en- | 
eavor to ferret out not only the extent of the | 


defalcation, but the manner in which that defal- 


ro was produced, and will spread the facts 
wt 


doubt, of even the gentleman from Alabama. 


Mr. HOUSTON.” And, Mr. Speaker, our very | 
istinguished investigating ey | 


ne by its distinguished chairman, [Mr. Covopr,] 
4n probably render them some assistance; for 





| want to hear this speech; but I cannot | 
hear it unless members are compelled to take | 


ae FRENCH. I would ask the gentleman | 


Mr. Speaker, my authority | 


I wish to state to the gentle- | 
man from Alabama that the whole of that story | 


re the country, to the satisfaction, I have no | 
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| and I therefore bring it to his notice. 
| interesting employment for the gentleman from 











itis directed to examine whether an » and what | 


smountof money has been expqnded in elections, 
— whom, and to report the names of the 
B me to the House; and I intend he shall have 
° excuse for overlooking the Maine elections, 


| 


| one? 


A very 


Pennsylvania. I wish, also, to call his attention 
to the election of Printer to this House, so that | 
he may find out whether there was any division 
of spoils there. ; 

Mr. COVODE., [tell the gentleman from Ala- 
bama that it was Mr. Buchanan who made the 
charge of money being used to influence elec- 
tions, and I was only proposing to help him find 


|} out what the facts were. 


Mr HOUSTON Mr Speaker, that is an 
evasion. Itis the merest quibble that could be 
resorted to. [Derisive laughter from the Repub- 
lican ave I ask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania whether he intends that his committee | 
shall examine and find out whether the charges 
made by the letter writers in this Capitol, and | 
published in the newspapers, are true, to the effect | 
that Mr. Defrees’s expenses were paid so as to 
get him off the track for Printer? Will hiscom- | 
mittee inquire whether any division of the print- 
ing spoils was made by his own side of the House? 


and if so, on what principle it was made? These || 


ave important and grave questions; and I hope | 
the gentleman will meet and investigate them; fre 

has the committee, and I want no stifling of in- 
vestigation. Let the public know the truth, and 
the whole of it, concerning these charges of cor- 


ruption; the gentleman shall have no excuse for 


concealment. 

Mr. COVODE. 
from Alabama 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir, I will not be inter- 
rupted by you just now. [Laughter.] Now, I 
would like to hive whether that investigating 
committee intends to extend its inquiries into all 
these charges, involving his own party, that have 
been published in almost every newspaper that 

rofesses to publish anything of what takes place 
in this Capitol? Does that committee intend to 
examine into and report upon the truth of these 
charges? 

Mr. COVODE. I will say to the gentleman 
from Alabama that, as faras my influence goes in 
these mafters, I will economize as much as possi- 
ble. I would not attempt to investigate a matter 
unless I had good reason to believe that there was 


I would say to the gentleman 





| something in it. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman says he will, 
so far as his influence goes, economize. Possibly 
he may economize; but I hope it may not induce 
him to refuse an examination into the conduct of 
his own party friends who are under charges of 
improper conduct. 

Mr. COVODE. If the gentleman from Ala- 
bama wants a committee to investigate into those 
matters, I will vote for it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Sir, we have a comniittee: 
and if that committee will do its duty, if it will 
but discharge its duty faithfully, it will examine | 
into these things and report the truth to the House. 
No additional committee is necessary for such in- 
vestigation. It wfll not do to tell me that his reso- 
lution does not cover the ground; it seems to me it 
is broad enough to cover almost anything and 
everything. 

Mr. COVODE. Ifthe gentleman from Alabama 
will furnish me with direct charges with regard to 
the’ guilt of any person, in reference to any mat- 
ter proper to come before my committee, 1 shall 
investigate them. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman wants me to 
furnish him with direct charges. 
charge is embraced in his resolutions? Is there 
- Are they not the vaguest insinuations that 
ever were presented for the consideration of sens- 
ible men. What do they charge? Tell me, 
against whom do they make a charge? They con- 
tain no such thing, and should never have been 
entertained by this body. 

Mr. COVODE. Well, if the gentleman insin- 
uates that any guilt attaches to any parties, I will 
investigate. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


Why, sir, the insinuations 


| are all over the country; sent forth throughout 


the land, and the gentleman cannot be ignerant 


|| of the fact, and if he shall refuse to investigate 


them, the plea that he was ignorant that such | 
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Mr. HOARD No, sir; I thought the gentle- 
man was through. 

Mr. HOUSTON, Not quite, sir. I did not 
expect, Mr. Speaker, to oceupy the floor as long 
as Ihave done. I desire to see this investigation 
had, and such is the desire of this side of the 
House. We demand it. It is due to truth that 
it be had; it is due to the persons whose charac- 
ters were attempted to be aspersed, that it be not 
stifled. I would not have it stopped if I could. 
I want itto proceed. We desire a full and fair 
investigation. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, if 1 am permitted to do 
so, before I yield the floor, I will move that this 
resolution be @ferred to the committee that was 
created yesterday on motion of the gentleman from 
1 Coane 

Mr. HOARD. 
purpose. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair un- 
derstood the gentleman from New York as yield- 
ing the floor to the gentleman from Alabama to 
make a few remarks only. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Very well; I shall interpose 
no sort of difficulty. The gentleman shall have 
his committee; he shall have his investigation; 
and all I ask is, that it shall be pursued, and that 
the truth shall be fully and fairly brought out. 

Mr. HOARD resumed the floor, 

Mr. HASKIN. If ask my colleague from New 
York to afford me an opportunity to say a few 
words on the subject aaa in the resolution. 
1 want to give the reasons why I cannot vote to 
refer this subject to another special committee. 

Mr. HOARD. I designed to move the previous 


I did not yield the floor for that 


| question; but I will give way for a few moments 


to my colleague, before doing so. 

Mr. BURNETT. I insjst that the gentleman 
from New York shall either retain the floor him- 
self, or yield it absolutely—one or the other. 

Mr. BRANCH. I think the gentleman from 
New York is under a misapprehension. There is 
no motion pending to refer this resolution to the 
special committee arte yesterday. 

Mr. HASKIN. But I want to give the reasons 
why I think it ought to be referred to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HOARD. I will yield to my colleague, if 
he will demand the previous question when he is 
through. 

Mr. HASKIN. I will do so. It will be remem- 
bered by the House that, a few days since, | pro- 
posed a resolution here disbanding a special com- 


mittee appointed upon motion of the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania, |[Mr.Grow,]and referring the 
subject-matter that had been referred to that spe- 
cial committee, under his resolution, to a regular 
standing committee of the House, of which I have 
I did it because I was 
anxious that some system sheuld exist here on 
this subject of investigations: 

The subject-matters embraced in the resolutior 
proposed by my colleague from New York were 
referred by the House, yesterday, to a — 

vably 
be chairman. As I understand it, the primary 
object of the resolution proposed by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Covope] was to 
inquire into the seg which had been made 
use of by Mr. Buchanan and his Cabinet in car- 
rying through the last Congress the Lecompton 
constitution. Having myself moved to disband 
the select committee appointed on motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Grow,] al- 
though anxious as I am that the subject-matters 
embraced in the resolution of my idea {Mr 


| Hoarp] should be examined into, I cannot, con- 


sistently, vote to refer his resolution to a new 
select committee, 
Sir, this creating of additionai select commit- 


tees, in my judgment, will be reduced toa perfect 


| penditures, I insist that where there is an aphte. 


charges existed, will avail him nothing before an | 


honest public. 
Mr. HOARD. Mr. Speaker 





Mr. HOUSTON. Does the gentleman desire || 


to ask me a question? 


| 


' 


farce. As chairman of the Committee on Ex- 
priate committee in existence, the House should 
insist upon retrenchment and reform, by keeping 
these matters before such committee; and I ask 
my colleague, «specially as I am one of those who 
have been referred to by name in his resolution, 
that he will consent that that resolution be referred 
to the committee appointed under the resolution 


Pee by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


Mr. Covope] yesterday, giving liberty to that 
committee to examine into the subjects embraced 
in his resolution. 
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Mr. HOARD. This resolution is introduced 
with the consent of Mr. Covopne. 

Mr. HASKIN. I voted yesterday for the res- 
olution of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Covope,} and I did itcheerfully, for [am anxious 
to have many of the matters referred to in it ex- 
amined; but if he and his friends intend that the 
subjectsembraced in his resolution—some twenty 
—shall be parceled out among different commit- 
tees, then retrenchment and reform are not advo- 
cated by that side of the House. 

I intend, so far as I am concerned, during this 
session, to act with them in favor of exposing 
corruption wherever it may exist; but I want to 
keep them within the line of duty iPkceping down 
the enormous expenses of this Government; and 
therefore I say that this resolution should go to 
the committee created yesterday by the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. Those 
gentlemen upon the other side of the House must 
look out, or they will get the laugh upon them for 
raising unnecessary special committees upon vague 
rumors. Before moving the previous question, 
as I promised to do, I appeal to my colleague to 
allow me to move to nie his resolution to the 
committee appointed yesterday on motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr HOARD. I must decline to do that, I 
renew the demand fer the previous question. 

Mr. HINDMAN, [appeal to the gentleman 
from New York to withdraw the demand for the 
previous question to enable me to offer, as an 





amendment, the resolution which I send to the 


Clerk’s desk. 


Mr. HOARD. I must decline to yield the floor | 


for that purpose. 

Mr. HINDMAN. 
formation. 

Mr. HOARD. 
ose. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not in order 
to have it read, unless the gentleman from New 
York withdraws the demand for the previous 
question. 7 

Mr. HINDMAN. Let it be read only for in- 
formation. [Cries of ‘*Order!’’ ** Order !’’] 

Mr. HOARD. It is time to adjourn, and I 
must object. 

Mr. HINDMAN, 
read for information. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
tion? 

Mr. HOARD. Yes; I object. 

Mr. HINDMAN. 
i design to read the resolution myself for the 
em of letting the gentleman from New York 
know what it is. 

{Mr. Hixpmawn then, amidst deafening shouts 
of ** Order!”’ from the Republican benches, and 
the utmost confusion and uproar, proceeded to 
read his amendment to the resolution; the purport 
of which was an instruction to the committee to 
inquire whether any ne was used corruptly 
to procure the election of any member of the 
House; and also, whether,any corrupt means 
were used, or proposed to be ysed, in the election 
of Printer of the House; and to inquire generally 
into any and all charges preferred against mem- 
bers of the House, or officers of the General Gov- 
ernment. 


I decline to yield for that pur- 


I enly ask that it shall be 


Is there objec- 


The SPEAKER pro tempore repeatedly called | 


the gentleman from Arkansas to order, and re- 
quested him to take his seat. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 
the resolutions that gentlemen have to offer, and 
1 am opposed to stifling any that may be pre- 
sented, setting forth any specific charges against 
officers of this Government. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Are you of the other side 
determined to muzzle investigation ; 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. If the previous 
uestion is called, then this debate is not in pr- 
er. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under the operation 
thereof, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BURNETT. | insist that I rose and ad- 
dressed the Speaker before the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, who could not lay any claim of 


I ask that it be read for in- | 


I still have the floor, and | 


I want to hear | 
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‘ 
precedence to it over me, under the rules, as he | 


was not the mover of the resolution. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair did 


Mr LOVEJOY. 
is in order for a resolution, read despite objection 
and repeated decisions of the Speaker to the con- 
trary, to be included by the reporters for the 
Globe in their report of our debates ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House has 
no control over the Globe. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Does the gentleman wish 
to abridge the freedom of the press? Does his 
party object to full and fair inquiry into all charges 
against all officers of the Government? 
original resolution a mere 
to make capital for Black Republicans, but de- 
signed to hide their own corruptions? If so, the 
people of the United States will put the right esti- 
mate upon it. If Republicans wish to conceal the 
fact that I have attempted to institute a full and 
impartial inquiry into all Federal corruptions, 
they will exclude my resolution from the Globe; 
otherwise they will let it appear there. 

en, on motion of Mr. WASHBURNE, of 
Illinois, (at twenty minutes to five o’clock, p. 
m.,) the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepwnespay, March 7, 1860. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Laruam to fill the vacancies on 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, the Committee 
on Territories, and the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made vacant by the retirement of Mr. 
Havn. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills and joint resolutions from 
the House of Representatives were severally read 


twice hy their titles, and referred as indicated be- | 


low: 4 

An act (No. 237) for the relief of Anthony 
Schlander—to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. . 


Anact (No. 241) authorizing publishers to print | 


on their papers the date when subscriptions ex- 
pet the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
oads. 

An act (No. 279) providing for satisfying claims 
for bounty lands and for other purposes—to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

A joint resolution (No. 11) providing for the 
manner of expending the balance of appropria- 
tion for repairing the works and piers, in order to 
peeeees and secure the light-house at Chicago, 

llinois—to the Committee en Commerce. 

An act (No. 19) to amend an act entitled ** An 
act to regulate the carriage of passengers in steam- 
ships and other vessels’’ approved March 3, 1855, 
for the better protection of female passengers and 


for other purposes—to the Committee on Com- | 


merce. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. SEWARD presented seven petitions of 
manufacturers, coal operators, merchants, farm- 
ers, mechanics, miners, and laborers, of Schuylkill 


county, Pennsylvania, praying such a modifica- | 
tion of the tariff as will protect the industrial in- | 
terests of the country; which were referred tothe | 


Committee on Commerce. 

Héalso presenteda petition of citizens of Brook- 
lyn, New 
to prevent all further traffic in and monopoly of 


the public lands, and that they be laid out in | 


farms and lots for the free and exclusive use of 
actual settlers; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Joseph 
Pattee, a sergeant in the war of 1812, praying to 


be allowed a pension; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. TEN EYCK presented the petition of Rich- | 


ard Stout, praying compensation for carrying the 
mail from Easton, Pennsylvania, via New Bruns- 


wick, to New York; which was referred to the | 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of C. T. 
Alexander, in relation to his rank in the medical 
corps of the Army; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and Militia 


ONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
‘| On motion of Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of J. Hosford Smith, late ry 
not see the gentleman from Kentucky at all. \| ted States consul at Beirut, Syria, praying an e late Uni. 


I wish to inquire whether it {| compensation for his services as consul, and com 


Is the | 
arty move, intended | 


ork, praying Congress to pass a law | 





a = 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED 


crease ot 


for judicial services, on the files of the Senate, be refenss 


to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


‘|| On motion of Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Townsend Harris, . 
ing compensation for diplomatic services in negotiating , 
|| treaty with the Kingdom of Siam, while consu) general at 
|| Japaf, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com 
| mittee on Foreign Relations. F 


| 
j 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. FITCH asked, and by unanimous ¢op. 


|| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S, No 

| 254) to confirm certain entries of land therei, 

named; which was read twice by its title, and re. 

ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the Dis. 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred a com. 
| munication from the Mayor of Washington, jy. 
| closing a copy of a joint resolution of the Board 
| of Aldermen and Board of Common Couneil of 
' 
| 
} 





that city, instructing the committce appointed to 
represent the interests-of the city before Congressq 
to ask an appropriation for the improvement of 
the navigation of the Potomac river, asked to be 
| discharged from its further consideration, and that 
|| it be referred to the Committee on Commerce; 
|, which was agreed to. 
} 
1 





He also, from the same committee, to whom 
\ was referred the petition of James and Theodore 
{| ee pare that certain lots of ground in 
| the city of Washington may be conveyed to them, 
| submitted an adverse report; which was ordered 
|| to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
‘| was referred the petition L. A. Gobright and 
_ others, in behalf of the Grand Lodge of the Inde- 
_ pendent Order of Odd Fellows, of the District of 
| Columbia, praying an act of incorporation, r- 
| ported a bill (S. No. 252) to incorporate the 
| Grand Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows of the District of Columbia; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Coramittee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial 
of the legal representatives of Wetonsaw, son of 
|| James Conner, deceased, praying the payment of 
_asum of money stipulated to be paid to said We- 
| tonsaw, by an Indian treaty, submitted a report, 
|| accompanied by a bill (S. No. 253) for the relief 
| of the legal representatives of Wetonsaw, son of 
|| James Conner. The bill was read, and passed to 
| a second reading; and the report was ordered to 
, be printed. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on 
| Claims, to whom was referred the petition of the 
legal representatives of John G. Mackall, praying 
indemnity for the destruction ofa house during the 
|| last war with Great Britain, submitted an adverse 
report; which was ordered to be printed. 
4 e also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of William G. Ridgely, 
‘| of the District of Columbia, praying indemnity 
for tobacco destroyed by the British in the war of 
1812, submitted an adverse report; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Hodges & Lans- 
dale, praying indemnity for property destroyed 
| by the British in the war of 1812, submitted an 
| adverse report; which was ordered to be printed. 


RECOMMITTAL. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Mrs. Mary Walbach, widow 
| of the late Brevet Brigadier General J. B. Walbach, of the 
|| United States Army, praying to be allowed a pension, with 
|| the adverse report thereon, be recommitted to the Commit- 
' 


{ 











tee on Pensions. 
CODIFICATION OF STATUTES. 


| Mr. SUMNER submitted the following reso. 
1 tion; which was considered by unanimous Col 
|| Sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judigiary be 
rected to consider the expediency of providing by law '' 
the appointment of a commission to revise the public +4 
utes of the United States; to simplify their language; = 
correct their incu ities ; to supply their deficiencies ;! 
arrange them in r; to reduce them te one connect 
text; and to report them thus impreved to Congress > a 
final action, to the end that the public statutes, whic 
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1860. 


ao presumed to know, may be in such form as to be more 


within the apprehension of all. 
PONCA INDIANS. 


Mr. HUNTER. The Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the bill of the House of 
Representatives (No. 216) making appropria- 
tions for fulfilling the treaty stipulations with the 
Ponea Indians, and with certain bands of Indi- 
ans in the State of Oregon and Territory of Wash- 
ington, for the year ending June 30, 1860, have 
directed me to report it back with certain amend- 
ments. I will stgte that this is merely to carry 
out treaty stipulations with certain Indian tribes, 
ratified at the last extra session of the Senate, and 
| ask that it may be considered and acted on now. 
it will take no time. If it does, I will not press it. 

There being no objection, the Senate, asin Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill 
(H. R. No. 216) making appropriations for ful- 
filling treaty stipulations with the Ponca Indians, 


and with certain bands of Indians in the State of | 


Oregon and Territory of Washington, for the 
year ending June 30, 1860. 

” The bill was reported back from the Committee 
on Finance with certain amendments. 
amendment of the committee was, after line twen- 
ty-four, to insert: 

“For maintaining and subsisting the Poncas during the 
first year after their removal to their new home, purchasing 


stock and agricultural implements, breaking up and fencing | 
land, building houses, and in making such other improve- 


ments as may be necessary for their comfort and welfare, 
per second article of the treaty of the 12th of March, 1858, 
$20,000. + 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
add: S 
To provide the Ponceas with a mill suitable for grinding 


grain and sawing timber, one or more mechanic shops, with | 


The first | 


} 





necessary tools for the same, and dwelling-houses for in- | 
terpreter, taler, engineer forthe mill, if one be necessary, 
farmer and mechanics that may be employed fortheir ben- | 


efit, per second article of the treaty ef the 12th of March, 
1838, $10,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
add: 


To provide and set apart this sum to enable the Poncas 
to adjust and settle their existing obligations and engage- 
ments, including depredations committed by them on prop- 
erty of citizens of the United States prior to the date of the 
ratification of this agreement, so far as the same may be 
found and decided by their agent to be valid and just, sub- 
ject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, per 


second article of the treaty of the 12th of March, 1853, 
$20,000. 


The amendment was agreed to 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Shall the amend- 
ments be voted upon together or separately? [‘* All 
together!) 

The amendments were concurred in, and or- 
dered to be engrossed; and the bill was ordered 
to be read a third time. It was read the third 
ume, and passed 


TEXAS MOUNTED VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. DAVIS. The Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 18) 
making appropriations for the support of one 
regiment of Texas mounted volunteers, author- 
ized by the act of Congress approved April 7, 
1858, have instructed me to report it back with 
an amendment, and recommend that it be passed, 
and to ask for its present consideration. 

Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me we had better 
consider it in this shape than as an amendment to 
the appropriation bill. If this be decided upon, 
there will be no trouble in going on with the West 
Point bill afterwards. As I understand it, this 
bill is the same as the amendment of the ®enator 
irom Texas. It is the same subject. ° 


Mr. DAVIS. Itis the same subject, and covers 
the same question. 


Mr. H NTER. This is the bill as matured 
by the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. GWIN. I will suggest to the Senator from 
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irginia that we may get into a difficulty with the || 


Ouse b 
therefore | 
Point bill a 


“ton, whether or not we shall not be forced to put 
tis as an amendment on that bill; otherwise the 
, Ouse might not consider the bill reported from 

te Committee on Military Affairs, on the ground 
of its being an appropriation bill, and as infring- 


think we had better take up the West 


nd ascertain, by examining the ques- | 


y sending them an appropriation bill; and | 


1 ing upon their rights I merely make the sug- 
; 


gestion. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to under- 


stand wiiat bill it is that is proposed to be taken | 
> ” . " a8 } 
|| up? There seems to be some difference of opinion | 


about it. 

Mr. DAVIS. Itis a bill which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, to provide an 
appropriation for a regiment of mounted volun- 
teers which was authorized by a law passed on 
the 7th of April last. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have no objection to 
that being taken up, except this: that I under- 
stand there will be a motion to adjourn at a pretty 
early hour, and to-day was assigned, by common 
consent, to the Senator from Ohio, to address the 
Senate. If this bill be taken up, it will unques- 
tionably lead to debate. 

Mr. HUNTER. It will come up after the Sen- 
ator from Ohio has concluded his speech, as the 
unfinished business, if we take it up now. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If it does not interfere 
with the Senator from Ohio, I have no sort of 
objection. 

Mr. GWIN. I desire togo on with the billin 
such a manner as not to interrupt the Senator 
from Ohio. 


| 
| 


| 
i} 


| 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1 


‘| The VICE ESIDENT. 
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Mr. FOOTE. Let that lie over for the present. 
I make that motion. 


The motion was agreed to. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The next business 


in order is the following resolution, submitted by 





|| the Senator from California [Mr. Gwix] on the 


| 14th of February: 


| Resolved, That so much of the President’s message as 
| refers to the construction of a Pacific railroad be referred 


|| to a select committee, to be composed of nine members, to 


be appointed by the President of the Senate. 


Mr. GWIN. 


oresent. 





I hope that will lie over for the 


If there be no ob- 


|| jection, the resolution will lie over. 


| 
} 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I suppose the special or- | 


der on whiclgbe is to speak will come up at half 
past twelve o’clock to-day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. At one o’clock. 

Mr. GWIN. I should prefer taking up the 
West Point bill now. By the time the Senator 
from Ohio wishes to proceed with his remarks, I 
think we can dispose of the bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
may wish to proceed now; because, if a motion 
is to be made at tWo or three o’clock to adjourn, 
of course he will have no time to make his speech 


| unless he commences at once. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 
time spoken of. 

Mr. GWIN. If the Senator wishes to pro- 
ceed, I will not press the bill now. 


Three o’clock was the 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I have no objection to its | 
being taken up; I shall not object to it, provided 


it does not interfere with the Senator from Ohic. 

Mr. GWIN. If the Senator wishes to proceed 
now, I will not make my motion. I thought it 
was understeod that he was to proceed at half 
past one o’clock. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No, sir. 

Mr. GWIN. I have no objection to his pro- 
ceeding now, with the understanding that we shall 
take up the bill after he is through. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I hope the Senator will pro- 
ceed now with his remarks; and as soon as he is 
through we can take up the unfinished business 
of yesterday 

Several Senators. That is right. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I have no wish to interfere 
with the Senator’s speech. 

Mr. WADE. I am entirely willing to begin 
now, gr at any other time, or on any other day. 
I have no particular desire about it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
to taking up the bill from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs? 

Mr.GWIN Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
over 

PRESIDENTIAL PATRONAGE. 


The Senator from Ohio | 


Is there objection | 


The VICEPRESIDENT. Ifthere benofurther | 


morning business, the next business in order is 


Massachusetts [Mr. Witfon] on the 7th of Feb- 
ruary, for a select committee to inquire into the 
extent of the patronage of the President of the 
United States. 
Mr. WILSON. Let that matter lie over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
jection, the resolution will lie over. 
METEOROLOGICAL REPORTS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The next business 
in order is the following resolution, reported by 
the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Fitcu,}| from the 
Committee on Printing, on the 7th of February 
last: 

Resolved, That there be printed, in addition to the usual 


| number, in quarto form, with the plates to illustrate the 


same, three thousand copies of the report of the Commis 
sioner of Patents on meteorological observations, for the 
use of the Commissioner of Patents and the Secretary of 
the Smithsonian Institution. 


Then it must lie || 
|| stead bill, | move to postpone the special order 


If there be no ob- | 


| 


| 


| PROPERTY IN TERRITORIES. 
Mr. WADE. I suppose we mightas well come 


directly to the resolutions that are to be under 
| consideration—the resolutions offered by the Sen 
| ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown]—on which 
| it is understood that I have the floor. I move, 
| therefore, to postpone all prior orders, with a 
view of taking up those resolutions. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the resolutions submitted by 
the Senator from Mississippi on the 18th of Jan- 
uary. 

Mr. WADE, who was entitled to the floor, 
proceeded to address the Seuate, and spoke unt! 
two o’clock, when he was interrupted, the hour 
| having arrived for another special order—the 
| homestead bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brient 
in the chair.) ‘The Senator from Ohio will allow 
the Chair to suggest that the hour fer the con 
sideration of the special order has arrived; and it 
must be taken up, unless otherwise directed by 
| the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that the specia. 
order be postponed until the Senator has finished 
| his remarks. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee _ I have no ob- 
jection to its being postponed, if by general con- 
| sent it retain its present position, until the Senator 


;; has done speaking. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is any par- 
ticular hour named ? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Until the Sen- 
ator frogg Ohio has concluded his sveech. 

The ESIDING OFFICER. That order will 
be made, unless there be objection. The Chair 
hears none. 

Mr. WADE resumedand concluded his speech. 
[This speech will be found in the Appendix. | 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. I shall detain the Senate but 
a few moments in a brief reply to so much of the 
remarks of the Senator from Ohio as had special 
reference to myself; and if it be the pleasure of the 
Senate, 1 will go on now, provided that by so 
doing [ do not interfere with my friend from 
Texas. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. The Senator 
from Texas has a bill which is the unfinished 
business, and the Senator from Georgia wishes 
now to make a shprt reply to the Senator from 
Ohio. By way of comity to all parties, and with 
a certain expectation that the Senate will, to-mor- 
row, at half past one,o’clock, take up the home- 


until that hour. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The special 
order is the bill (S. No. 1) to grant to every per- 





| the United States, a homestead of one hundred 
and sixty acres, &c. The Senator from ‘Tennes- 
see moves to postpone that bill until to-morrow 
at half past one o’clock, and to make it the special 
order for that hour. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. TOOMBS then addressed the Senate in 
reply to the Senator from Ohio. 
Mr. WADE responded. 
[These speeches will be published in the Ap- 
| pendix.} 
| Mr.COLLAMER. I desire, at as early a day 
as the Senate are willing to give me time, to be 
heard en this subject at some length; but I do not 
| wish to be heard now. I propose that this sub- 
ject be deferred, and made the special order for 
to-morrow. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
| special erder for to-morrow. 





There is a 
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Mr. FESSENDEN. Merely postpone this | 
until to-morrow. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis moved to | 
postpone the further consideration of this subject 
unul to-morrow. 

Mr. MASON. I suggest to the Senator that, 
if he wishes to speak on the matter before the | 
Senate, he can do it on the homestead bill. I un- 
derstand that is a part of the programme of the | 
platform of the Republican party; and he can 
speak just as well on the homestead bill as any- | 
thing else. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The gentleman does not 
seem to understand, as I do, that Lyever can have 
the floor when anybody else want##t. When that 
oill is up, somebody else will want the floor. That 
is always distinctly understood by me, though it 
may not be by other gentlemen, that I never can 
have, and never have had, the floor, if anybody | 
else wants it. Ihave it now, and | wish to speak 
on this subject at some early day, and especially 
if there is nobody else that wants to speak or 
wants to hear. Cocshea that it be deferred until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. With the understanding 
that you are to have the floor. 

Mr. COLLAMER. This was an earlier special 
order than the one moved by the Senator from 
Tennessee, which was first deferred until to-mor- 
row; and [ claim that this should stand before 
that. It does now. Iam not exactly prepared 
to speak at this hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Vermont moves to postpone this subject 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. COLLAMER. With the understanding 
that it has the same priorit it has now. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair can 
say nothing of the understanding. The question | 
is on the motion to postpone. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 63) to regu- 
late the mileage of members of Congress; in which 
the concurrence of the Senate was requested. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
had signed an enrolled bill (8S. No. 21% for the 
relief of William B. Herrick; which thereupon 
received the signature of the Vice President. 

MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 
Mr. GWIN. I now move that the Senate pro- 





| a quarter. 








Mr. GWIN. I made the motion to take up the | 


appropriation bill. In regard to the amendment 
of the Senator from ‘Texas, that is a matter for 
him. I was only doing my duty in calling up the 
appropriation bill. ; 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Now,I will make the 
motion that I suggested, and I hope the Senator 
from Texas will accede to it. I can assure him 
that, so far as I am individually concerned, and 
I presume so far as all gentlemen on this side 
are concerned, there is no disposition to delay 
action on this subject—not the slightest in the 
world; and that he will gain nothing, in my ap- 
prehension, even if he should keep us here and 
push this through to-night. He will gain nothing 
in the end by insisting that it be acted on without 
a full and fair opportunity for the Senate to be in 
possession of the information that is now on the 
table, which they have not had. It is necessary, 
in my deliberate judgment, for I have read it and 
seen it. I move, therefore, and I hope he will 
accede to it, that the further consideration of the 
subject be postponed until those papers are printed, 
and then I shall move their printing. 


Mr. WIGFALL. I will simply say, in reply 


to the appeal made by the Senator from Maine, | 


that all the information which he alludes to has 
been published already. It was rggd yesterday, 
and is published in the Globe to-day. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Nota third part of it; not 
We have had simply one or two re- 
ports read; but the information is quite volumin- 
ous, and quite important. 


Mr. WIGFALL. There is not a single fact 


that is not published, I think. Of course, 1 do not | 
intend to contradict the Senator; but the facts on | 


which our action is intended to be predicated are 
published, saving and excepting, possibly, a letter 


| from the Secretary of War, in which he expresses 
| it as his opinion that this appropriation ought at 


| once to be made. 


That letter was not read; but 
I am willing to take it without that indorsement. 
When this matter was first brought up for con- 
sideration, the objection was, that the Racedive 
Department and none of its subordinate depart- 


| ments had expressed any opinion on the subject. 


| were read yesterday. There may be voluminous || 


| yesterday. 


ceed to the consideration of the West Point ap- || 


—— bill. 
r. FESSENDEN. 
Senator from California, and also the Senator 
from Texas, with reference to that matter, that if 
that business is to be brought up with the idea of 
again discussing the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Texas, there ought to be first a little 
time granted for the purpose of printing the commu- 
nications upon the table. I have looked them over 
myself to-day, as well as I was able in the hurry 
of business here, and I am perfectly satisfied that 
before the Senate proceeds to act upon the amend- 
ment to this bill, it ought tw be in possession of 
those papers, and they ought to be read. There | 
certainly can be no very great hurry in relation 
to the matter, because the Senator must under- 
stand, what aH other Senators certainly do, that 
nothing can be gained by trying to push it too 
fast. ° 

I am perfectly willing, when these papers have 
been printed, and Senators have had an opportu- 
nity to read them, (which I conceive to be very 
necessary in order to an understanding of the sub- 
ject,) that the matter should be taken up and dis- 
cussed and decided. I do not wisha 9 pod 
ment for the purpose of delay at all. The only | 
delay l ask for is for a proper understanding of | 
the subject; but when papers of an important 
character, going to explain the measure, are upon 





derstand it here, to insist upon calling up and 
deciding the subject before the Senate has had an 
ee, to consider the information it has 
called for with reference to the subject. I hope, 
therefore, that the Senator will agree that there 
be such delay as simp! 


| 
the table, not printed, it is out of all rule, as I un- 


may enable us to get 


those papers printed and understood—that is all. 


We now have the opinion of the Secretary of 
War. The facts are set forth in the papers that 


papers, which were not read, containing affida- 
vits and statements, all going to the same point; 
but the substantial facts upon which our action is 
to be predicated are already printed, and were read 
Every Senator heard them. 

Now that we have the opinion of the War De- 
partment, now that we have the facts upon which 


| we are to predicate our action, the entire morning 


I would suggest to the || 


has been taken up in a discussion of an abstract 
question of no practical importance. I have no 


_ objection to the Senate being made to a certain 


|| extent a debating club, to discuss abstract ques- 


tions of morals, politics, or religion, provided it 
does not interfere with the practical actionof the 
Government and the dispatch of business; but 


_ whilst gentlemen are making speeches here on 


these subjects, it is doubtless very amusing to | 


| them, as it was tothe boy, as we are told in sop; 
| but the frogs did not see the point of the joke; and 


i 
} 


i 
} 


| 
| 
| derstand what that opinion is 


I am satisfied the people in Texas, who are suffer- 
ing, will not understand why itis that time should 
be delayed and wasted here in discussing these 
matters, and this bill postponed. We know all the 


_ facts, and I trust that‘the Senate will proceed to 
/act. Itis now full. It was distinctly understood 


yesterday that this matter was to be discussed to- 
day and acted upon. I desire to indulge in no re- 
marks upon it. I do not propose to discuss it. 
I am willing to take a dry vote on the question as 
it now stands, and I am satisfied that justice will 
be done. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator will excuse 
me for nee Se if he had a little more expe- 
riente in the business of the Senate, he would be 
aware that it is not customary on either side of 
the Chamber, in acting upon important measures, 
to be entirely bound by the mere opinions of any 
officers of the Government. He seems to think 
that, inasmuch as he supposes we have the opin- 
ion of the Secretary of War, which, by the way, 
we have not goton this measure, as he supposes; 
but if we had, he seems to think tht all that is 
necessary for our action is, that we should un- 
Now, sir, the 
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| 
| other side of the 
| voted dow, 
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_ by casting my eye over those papers. 





Secretary of War, whilst he makes a communi 

tion, sends to us a very considerable number of 
documents, on which the Senate will be called 
upon to predicate their action. I do not know how 
much my opinion may be considered worth, jy; 
I say again, that the facts there communicated are 
very important to a proper understanding of thi, 
subject—exceedingly so, in my judgment—anq 
that Senators are not in possession of those facts 
from the mere reading of the communication of 
the Secretary of War alone, and cannot be ut 
in possession of them by the reading of that com. 


| munication. 


Now, I have fairly warned the Senate aboy 
it. This matter will keep a day or two. Thy 
Senator must know that, after this bill passes. is 
it does pass this body, it must go to the House of 
Representatives; and it will not go to that House 
under very favorable auspices if it is forced 
through this body without our having an Oppor- 
tunity to know before we act upon it what is the 
information on which we are called to predicate 
that action; it will not advance his bill, if his ob. 
ject is speedily to get it through the two Houses 
of Congress, let me assure him. It cannot be 80, 


| in the nature of things. 


Now, sir, what do I ask with reference to this 
matter? I contended the other day that before 
we acted, we should have a communication fyor, 
the Government on the subject, with the informa. 
tion. That was apparently voted down on the 
ouse, but no sooner was jt 
by them than by their own action 
they gave the time necessary. We had last night 
a discussion reaching to the very point of action, 
and then the Senate, nobody objecting, adjourned 
again when we had got to the point of action. | 
was glad they did so, because I desired to be in- 
formed of the facts on which I am called upon to 
act here and elsewhere. I took pains, ag I stated, 
to inform myself as well as I could this morning 
I tell the 
Senate that the contents of those papers ought to 
be known to every man here before we act on this 
bill. There is much in them that requires careful 


| examination and study. Now it is strange to me, 


that under these circumstance, important as that 
information is, the Senate should be called upon 
to vote nearly a million dollars to raise a regiment 
with that information unread, unpublished, ani 
in no such shape as will enable the Senate to pos- 
sess itself of it. Sir, it makes no more difference 
to me than it does to any other individual. | tell 
the Senate that is so, in my judgment, whatever 


| that judgment may be worth; and of course it will 


act as suits itself. I hope the bill will be pos- 
poned until we can have these papers printed. 


Mr. WIGFALL. I beg that the letter of the 
Secretary of War be read. . 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 


War DepartTMENT, March 3, 1860. 
Sir: I have had the honor to receive yeur letter of the 
18th of January last, inclosing a bill making appropriations 
for the support of one regiment of Texas volunteers. 
I herewith return the bill, with the information desired, 
and beg to add, that the opinion of this Departinent, so fre- 


| quently urged upon Congress, heretofore, as to the pressing 


necessity for additional mounted troops is unchanged ; and 
the exigencies of the service, in the opinion of the Depart 
ment, require that the appropriation should be made. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 

JOHN B. FLOYD, Secretary of Wer. 
Hon. Jerrerson Davis, 

Chairman of Committee on Military Affairs, Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Maine moves that the further consideration 
of this subject be postponed until to-merrow, and 
that the message and accompanying documens 
be printed. 

Mr IGFALL called for the yeas and nays, 
and the¥ were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 28, nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Collamer, Dixo®, 
Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, 
Johnson of Tennessee, King, Nicholson, Pearce, Sewatl, 
Simmons, Sumner, Ter Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilki0- 
son, and Wilson—23. se 

NAYS—Messrs. Bigler, Bright, Brown, Chesnut, Clin 
man, Davis, Gwin, Hemphill, Iverson, Johnson of Arka" 
sas, Latham, Mason. Powell, Rice, Saulsbury, Slidell, 
Toombs, Wigfall, and Yulee—19. 


So the motion was agreed to 

Mr. POWELL I move that the Senate 40 
now adjourn. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I beg the Senator to walt® 


single moment. 5 
Mr. POWELL. I withdraw the motion 
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; when States were called for bills, and I now ask | 


1860. 


Mr. MASON. L understood that bill was up | 


and 6 post soned . 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Until to-mor- | 





OMe. MASON. It will come up as the unfin- 


‘shed business, I presume. 


S "The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Senate || ‘ 


should adjourn in the present stage, : 
Mr. WIGFALL. [I ask if there is any motion 
to have these documents orinted. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 
: 


joes not lose its precedence by an adjournment. 


On motion of Mr. POWELL, the Senate then || the House for leave to introduce the following 


| resolution. 





adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wepnesbay, March 7, 1860. 
The House met &t twelve o’clock, m. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN NEW MEXICO. 
Mr. PHELPS. 


I ask the unanimous consent 


of the House for leave to submit the following | 


resolution, Which is one merely calling for in- 


formation from a Department. 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
requested to communicate to this House, estimates of the | 


means necessary to complete the capitol and the peniten- || . . 
eseng SeeF . f P E |; shall move the resolution just reac 


| ment. 


tiary buildings in the Territory of New Mexico. 


Mr.GROW. ILask the gentleman that he will 
allow his resolution also to call upon The Depart- 
ment for information in reference to the public | 
buildings in all the Territories. 

Mr. PHELPS. Iask that my resolution be | 
adopted. The gentleman from Pennsylvania can 
report from his Committee en Territories in ref- | 
erence to the other Territories. The buildings | 
referred to in my resolution have been commenced 


and are Now progressing toward their comple- || 


uon. | 

Mr.GROW. So are the public buildings in the | 
other Territories. ~ 

Mr. PHELPS. Let the gentleman, then, sub- | 
mit a separate resolution, providing for the other | 
Territories. I will not object to its adoption. 

Mr. GROW. Ihave always had the misfor- 
tune, When I have submitted a resolution calling 
for information, to have objection made from the 
other side. 


Mr. PHELPS. I will not object; and I will || 


| which were laid upon the table: 


help the gentleman to have his resolution adopted. | 

Mr.GROW. If the gentleman will allow me, | 
I will move my proposition as an amendment to | 
his resolution, 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the resolution is amended, 
I will object. 

Mr. PHELPS. 


ment, 
7 ° > 
The resolution was adopted. 


EXEMPLIFICATION OF LAND OFFICE PAPERS. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 


I decline to accept the amend- 


I was absent the other day | 


the unanimous consent of the House for leave to | 
introduce and have referred two bills. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HOLMAN, previous notice having been 
given, introduced a bill to provide for the granting 
and exemplification of records and papers remain- 
ing in the General Land Office; which was read 
4 lirst and second time by its title, and rejggred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

INDIANA UNIVERSITY. 

Mr. HOLMAN, previous notice having been 
given, also introduced a bill to authorize the State 
of Indiana to appropriate the lands granted to | 
‘iat State by Congress, for the use of a seminary 
of learning, and for the endowment of the Indiana 

ilversity, and the proceeds thereof to any other 
tducational purposes, in the discretion of the 
State; which was read afirst and second time by 


its oy and referred to the Committee on Public 
Ands, 





BRANCH MINT AT CHICAGO. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I ask the unanimous 


TH 


hat was part of my mo- || 


vr. WIGPALB. Then I understand this bill | 





“onsent of the House for leave to introduce the 
following resolution. 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


cattle, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
Cted to inquixe into the expedieney of establishing an 





assay office and branch mint at Chicago, Illinois ; and that 
they report by bill or otherwise. 


There was no objection. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that the reso- 
lution be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

*. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. That is not 
a proper reference for that resolution. I move 
that it be referred to the Committee of Ways and 


| Means. 


The question was taken; and the resolution 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

HOUSE: DEBATES. 
Mr. CASE. 


I ask the unanimous consent of 


The SPEAKER. 


It will be read for informa- 


| tion. 


Thé Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 
Resolved, That the select committee heretofore appointed 
on the revision of the rules, be instructed to inquire into, 
and report upon, the expediency of so amending the stand- 
ing rules of this House, as to prohibit the publication in the 
official reports, of any remarks of members made out of 
order, or in violation of the rules of this body. 
Mr. HOUSTON. That select committee has 
made its report, and it is no longer in existence. 
Mr. NOELL. I object to the resolution, for, 
sir, I think we have gag law enough here already. 
Mr. CASE. I give notice, then, that when the 
report of that committee comes up for action, I 
» as anamend- 
I think, sir, that it ought to be adopted. 


SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS IN ILLINOIS. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 


unanimous consent of the House for leave to in- 


| troduce a bill concerning certain swamp and over- 
| flowed lands in the State of Illinois. 
| notice has been given 

Committee on Public Lands. 


Previous 
I want it to go to the 


There was no objection, and the bill was read 
a first and second time by its title, and refesred 


| to the Committee on Public Lands. 


PAPERS WRONGLY REFERRED. 
Mr. BRIGGS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to report back, from the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, certain pa- 


| pers wrongly referred to that committee. 


There was no objection. 
Mr. BRIGGS, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported the following papers; 


The petition of John Winslow and others for 
a private act in the settlement of revolutionary 
claims; 

The petition of Ferguson Smith, widow of 
Robert Smith, praying fora pension, under the act 
of 1838, on account ef the revolutionary services 
of her husband; 

The memorial of Wallace Estell; and 

The petition of Mary Bullock, of Georgia. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. [call for the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 


ness is the call of committees for reports. 
EXCUSED FROM SERVING ON A COMMITTEE. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 


a privileged question. I discover, from the pub- 
lication of the committees of this House, made 
during my absence from the city, that I am placed 
as a member of the Committee on Naval Expend- 
itures. It is not my purpose to complain that | 
was appointed on that committee; for | would as 
soon serve on that as on any other committee of 
this House. I understand that that committee has 
not met for four years, but that probably it will 
meet during this session. At the last session of 
Congress a special committee was raised to inves- 
tigate the expenditures of the Navy Department 
at the Brooklyn and Philadelphia navy-yards into 
certain live-oak purchases, and into other matters 
connected with the administration of the Navy 


| Department. Upon that committee were Mr. Suer- 


man, of Ohio; Mr. Bocock, of Virginia; Mr. Groes- 
beck, of Ohio; Mr. Ritchie, of Pennsy!vania, and 
Mr. Ready, of Tennessee. Mr. Suerman and 


Mr. Bocock are the only two members of this 
House who were upon that select committee. It 
| investigated various matters, and made a report 
embodying something like one thousand printed 
pages of testimony. ; 
Mr. Suerman has introduced that same subject 
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into this Congress, and it has been referred to that 
committee. Mr. Snerman is on the Committee 
on Naval Expenditures. It is a very unusual 
thing to appoint the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means upon another standing com- 
nmiittee. Mr. Bocock 1s the only other member 
of the present Congress who was upon that com- 
mittee. You, Mr. Speaker, were not a member 
of the last Congress, and consequently did not 
know how the former committee was constituted, 
nor whether this subject would be referred to this 
particular committee during this session of Con- 
gress. As an act of justice to the country, as an 


_act of justice to this House, as an act of justice 


to a high officer of the Government, I ask to be 
excused from service upon that committee, and 
that Mr. Bocock, of Virginia, be appointed in 
my place. 

Mr. Unperwoop was excused. 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Bocock upon 
the committee, in the place of Mr. Unperwoop. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Higgey, its Chief Clerk, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed an act (1H. R. 
No. 216) making appropriations for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with _ Ponca Indians, and 
with certain bands of Indians in the State of Ore- 
gon and Territory of Washington, for the year 
ending June 30, 1860, with amendments, in which 
he was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
House 

LANDS TO ACTUAL SETTLERS. 

Mr. THAYER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back, with a reeommendation 
that it do pass, a bill (H. R. No. 22) to prevent 
the sale of the public lands, except to actual set- 
tlers, for ten years after the same shall have been 
sutveyed; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


ASSIGNEES OF LAND WARRANTS. 


Mr. THAYER, from the same committee, also 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
pass, an act (S. No. 197) in relation to the as- 
signees of bounty land warrants; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


LANDS FOR AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES, ETC. 
Mr. THAYER, from the same committee, also 


reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
not pass, a bill (No. 6) donating public lands to 
the several States which may provide colleges for 
the benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arts, 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to ask the House to 
postpone the consideration of that bill until the 
third Tuesday of April, and-that in the mean time 
it be printed. 

Mr. BRANCH. I move to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; and upon that question I call the previous 
question. 

Mr. MORRILL. I have not yielded the floor. 

Mr. BRANCH. I beg the gentleman’s pardon, 
if he has not relinquished the floor. I thought he 
had. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not desire to consume 
unnecessarily a moment of the time of the House 
on this subject. When the bill was passed at the 
last session of Congress, complaint was made 
that it was passed through this body without dis- 
cussion. I wish the bill printed, that gentlemen 
may read it; and I desire its consideration post- 
poned in order that gentlemen may have a fair 
chance to discuss it, and dispose of it. 

As I said before, I do not desire to consume any 
time upon it now, or hereafter; and@l simply make 
the motion that its consideration be postponed 
until the third Tuesday of April, and that 4t be 
printed; and upon that motion [ call the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. BRANCH. The object I have in view is 
orecisely such as that which the gentleman from 
Vaaneut says he has in view—to have a full and 
complete discussion of this bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. I called the previous question. 

Mr. BRANCH. I believe I was recognized 
before the gentleman called the previous question 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Vermont yield the floor? 


Mr. MORRILL I do. 
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The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman from | 
North Carolina is entitled to it. 





Mr. BRANCH. This bill is one of vast im- | 


ortance to the interests of the country, not only || 


for the amount of public property which is pro- | 


pa to be donated for the purposes specified, || 


put for a involved. I donot desire to 
see a bill of the importance which attaches to this 
pass through this 


of the previous question, or any other gag law. | 


It-is right that the bill should be discussed, and | 


I am pleased to hear the gentleman from Ver- | 


mont say that his object is to permit a discussion 
of the bill. 
we all know perfectly well that when the day ar- 
rives to which the bill is postponed, all the gen- 


tleman has to do is to rise and call the previous | 


question upon the bill, and it will be put upon its | 


passage without discussion or an opportunity for 
amendment. 


If this bill is similar to the one reported at the || 
last Congress by the gentleman from Vermont, | 


there are important ~mendments I wish to offer 
to it, in order to make it just to the old States of 
this Union. There are provisions in thas bill that 
are grossly unjustto all butthe new States. When- 
ever it is taken up for consigeration, I desire an 
opportunity to propose amendments to it which 
shall remove those unjust provisions. 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 will say to the gentleman | 
that it is not my intention to move the previous 
question; but itis my purpose to do precisely what | 
I said | would do—to give it a fair chance in this 
House; neihing more, nothing less. 

Mr. BRANCH. We aill know that our rules 
were framed to provide for the reference of bills 
to the Commitee of the Whole on the state of the 





ouse under the whip and spur |! 


If the motion to postpone succeed, || d 
|| Whole on the state of the Union—where gentie- 


| 


were to enter his motion to reconsider. The gen- 
tleman from Vermont will understand that his 
motion to reconsider would prevent the bill from 
going to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union until the motion was disposed of. 
The oniy way in which we can discuss the a 
and have an opportunity of perfecting it by 
amendments is, by sending it absolutely to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

This bill purports to donate lands to the several 
States for agricultural purposes. Now, I am cu- 


| rious to know—and we can only ascertain by a 


discussion of the bill in the Committee of the 


| men propose to get the lands to — with the 





Union; because experience and reason both have || 


taught us that no fair discussion and perfection | 
of a measure can be made in the House; that the 
only way any measure can receive full and fair 
discussion and perfection by amendment is under 
the freedom which exists in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union 

Nor can I see why the friends of this measure | 
should object to its going to that committee. It | 
is agreat mistake, which has grown up in the | 
House, to suppose that the sending a bill to the 


| 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union® || 
is equivalent to its being lost. A majority of this || 


House can reach any bill that stands upon our 
Calendar in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. All that a gentleman has to do 
in that committee, when he wishes his bill taken 
up, is to move to pass over the bills before it upon 
the Calendar. Then a majority of the House has 
full and absolute control over it, net only to amend 
it, but to bring it into the House, whenever the 
think it is sufficiently discussed and atrirn-oe | 
My object in desiring it to go to that committee 
is none other than I indicate—that we may have 
a full opportunity to discuss its details, the great 
principles involved in it, and to amend it so as to 
make it more perfect. And in particular, as I be- 
fore informed the gentleman from Vermont, my 
object is to amend it so that it shall be made to 
conform to what it professes to be—a bill to do | 
equal and exact justice between all the States a 
j 


ae 


this Union, the old States as well as the new. 

Mr. MORRILL. Will the gentleman from | 
North Carolina allow me? 

Mr. BRANCH. Certainly. 

Mr. MORRILL. I make this proposition to 
the gentleman from North Carolina: to allow 
the bill to be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Unien, and let me enter 
a motion to reconsider. 

Mr. BRANCH. Ah, Mr. Speaker, that would 
not put the bill in a different position, in any re- 
spect, from that which it occupies to-day. The 
motion to reconsider is a privileged motion, and 
the g@ntleman from Vermont could call itup when- | 
ever it might be his eg aes to do so, and thus 
bring the bill into the House in precisely the 
same position in which it now is. 

More than that, Mr. Speaker. After the gen- 
tleman had entered his motion to reconsider, the | 
bill could not be taken up and discussed in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union until | 
that motion was withdrawn, or otherwise dis- | 
posed of,so that we would not have advanced | 
one single step in referring the bill to the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, if | 





| yesterda 


| the homestead bill. 
| to us; I want them to prove it to us; and it can 


| the Union. 


requirements of the bill, if they shou 


d pass their 
homestead bill ? 


The vote that was taken here 
indicates very clearly that this House, 
at least, intends to pass a homestead law, and by 
a sufficient majority to set at defiance the veto of 
the President, if the President should think fit to 
veto it. When that homestead law is passed, 
where are we to get the lands with which to build 
these agricultural colleges? The friends of this 
bill are, I believe, very generally the friends of 
[ want them to explain this 


only be explained and proved in free discussion 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
How are they going to give lands to 
the States for agricultural colleges, when the 

have already passed, or are about to pass, a bil 
to give all the lands that the Government owns to 
whomsoever will go and take possession, whether 
he be an American citizen or a foreigner freshly 
landed on our shores? That is one of the points 
which I wish to have discussed in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union in regard to 
this bill. ‘That is precisely the object of my mo- 
tion to refer to the Committee of the Whole on 


| the state of the Union—so as to give gentlemen a 
| chance to explain to us where they are to get the 


lands with which to build agricultural colleges, if 
they give away all the lands to actual settlers. 1 
now make my motion to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The first question will be 
on the motion to postpone, submitted by the gen- 
tleman from Vermont. 

Mr. BRANCH. Dol understand the Chair 
to say that the motion to postpone will take pre- 
cedence of my motion to refer to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to refer to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


| is not in order while the motion to postpone is 


pending. It will be in order afterwards. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to know what was the 
recommendation of the Committee on Public 
Lands? 

The SPEAKER. That the bill do not pass. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then, I suppose, the proper 
motion would be to lay the bill on the table. I 
submit that motion.. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understood that that was 
the motion of the chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. COBB. 
been got up? 

The SPEAKER. It wasa mere recommenda- 
tion. The motion to lay on the table has been 
made by the gentleman from Missouri. ‘The mo- 
tion is in order and is not debatable. 

Mr. COBB addressed the Speaker. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask the gentleman from 
Missouri to withdraw his metion fora single mo- 
ment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will. 

Mr. COBB. I have got the floor; but I will 
not et it more than three minutes. 

TheS EAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Missouri waive his motion to lay on the table? 

Mr. PHELPS. | withdraw my metion to lay 
on the table, for this reason: The gentleman from 
Vermont, I believe, has introduced this bill, and 
had it referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
I know it, at all events, to have been a favorite 
scheme of his. He introduced a bill similar to it 
in the last Congress; and I am willing to afford 
to the gentleman from Vermont an opportunity to 
make suggestions in regard to his bill ; and then 


If so, how, then, has this debate 


afford the same opportunity to the gentleman from 


at the same time the gentleman from Vermont || Alabama. 
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| 





| he cannot transfer the floor from me.” I am 
| ber of the Committee on Public Lands. 











— ata the floor, I believe 
he .- The gentleman fro; 
bama is entitled to the Seer wom “Ale. 
Mr. COBB. After the gentleman from Mis 
souri has withdrawn his motion to lay on the able 
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tab]. . 
a mem. 
committee has directed its chairman to ai 
adverse report on this bill. A similar report wat 
made by the committee in the last Congress it 
that Congress, only two members of the Com», 
tee on Public Lands favored the bill. The jy 
came into the House. It wa# taken up and -. 
cussed; and it occupied so much time that (\p 
Conynittee on Public Lands was prevented fro 
making some most important aaperie which it had 
topresent. I call the attention of the House to this 
fact. If this thing goes on now, we will have t)y 
yeas and nays on the question of referring jt, 4 
the Committee on Public Lands will have no ti, 
to present their other reports, so as to let the other 
committees of the House make their reports, |; 
is, therefore, the duty of all who feel an interes; 
in having the reports of the Committee on Pubic 


Commit. 


| Lands made, to endeavor to get this matter into 


such a form as will enable that committee to go 


| on and report to-day. 


Now, I make this suggestion to the gentleman 
from Vermont. Let me move that the bill be yo. 
committed to the Committee onsPublic Lands. 
And let the gentleman from Vermont say that he 
is satisfied with that motion. [A gesture of dis- 
sent from Mr. Morrizt.} Ah! the gentleman 
shakes his head.. He will not. Then I shal) 
make the motion, and call on the House to sus- 
tain it. Ido not make the motion with a view 
to defeat the gentleman’s bill; because, if it be 
recommitted to the Committee on Public Lands, 
that committee will probably be called before the 
day that the gentleman proposes to have it made 
a special order. The question is now before the 
House and the country, and every member of the 
House, and the citizens of the country, can, in 
the mean time, investigate the merits of the bill, 
When it is again reported back by the Commit 
tee on Public Lands, whether adversely or favora- 
bly, the gentléman from Vermont can take such 
action upon it as he may deem proper. The 
Committee on Public Lands has but a few min- 
utes Jeft in which to make their reports, on sub- 
jects in which the whole country is interested; 
and, I therefore request the gentleman from Ver- 
mont, and the House, to let this bill be recom- 
mitted. That will not, as I said before, throw 
his bill back, because he purposes himself to 
have it postponed to a period, subsequent, in al! 

robability, to the time when the Committee on 
ublie Lands will be again called. 

The measure is not particularly a favorite with 
me; but still I do not want to put it in any worse 
position than the gen{eman from Vermont pro- 
poses. All that I desire is, that the matter shall 
not prevent us to-day from making reports that 
are to result in benefit to the country. 

The gentleman from Vermont can accomplish 
the very object that he desires by accepting my 
proposition, letting the bill be referred back to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and letting that com- 
mittee report it back again. I hope the genile- 
man from Vermont will consent to this, and per- 
mit the Committee on Public Lands to report 
other measures, in which the whole country }8 
cencerned. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not purpose, Mr. Speak- 
er, to cOnsume more than a few minutes of the 
time of the House. This is a bill which occupied 
a considerable time of the last House, and which 
passed both the House and the Senate. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled a bill for 
the relief of William B. Herrick; when the Speaker 
signed the same. 


AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE—AGAIN. 


Mr. MORRILL. I deem this bill one of the 
most important that will come before us for some 
time. The proposition which I made was not \° 
make it a special order. I would much prefer 
make ita special order, but I know how objec- 
tionable special orders are to gentlemen upe) all 
sides of the House, and I merely asked to pos 
pone it to a day certain, in order that we might 
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have a fair vote upon the question, with such dis- 
cussion as the House might see fit to entertain. I 
think that the proposition I made ought to meet 
the concurrence of all sides of the House. It cer- 
sinly is a fair one, and if any other proposition 





in . . 
i made here, it 18_ 
made to defeat the bill. s 

Mr. COBB. Ido not make it for that parpose. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think the friends of the 
pill so understang it. The Committee on Public 
Lands reported against the bill. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I raise a point of order 
on the motion of the gentleman from Alabama. 
itis notin order pending the motion to postpone. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Alabama is not before the House. The 
motion of the gentleman from Vermont to post- 
pone the further consideration of the bill is pend- 


Mite. CRAWFORD. I understood the gentle- 
man from Alabama to move to recommit the bill, 
which motion could not then be made. 

The SPEAKER. The motion was not enter- 

nined. 
' Mr. COBB. It was one of the tricks I had to 
resort to in order to make a speech. 
call the attention of the House to the bill. I 
thought it right to do so. I have done it, and 
now {| have no motion to make. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Vermont, to postpone 
the further consideration of the bill until the third 
Tuesday in April next. 

Mr. BRANCH. I rise for information as toa 
poiat of order. The motion to postpone made hy 
the gentleman from Vermont, I understand, cuts 


off my motion to commit; but that, if the motion | 
to postpone shall fail, the first motion then in order | 


will be my motion to commit to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. Am I cor- 
rect 1m that? 

The SPEAKER. If the motion to postpone 
shall be lost, the gentleman’s motion a be next 
in order. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not desire to consume 
further time of the House. If the House will pro- 
ceed to vote, I will yield the floor. But if there 
is to be any discussion, I shall claim the floor. 


Mr.CRAWFORD. I move te lay the bill upon | 


the table. 
The bill was read in extenso. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I will say that, if the gen- | 


tleman from Vermont will let the bill go to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
without naming a day certain for its considera- 
tion, I will withdraw my motion. Unless he will 
do that, I shail insist upon my motion. 

Mr. BRANCH. 1 hope the gentleman from 
Vermont will pursue that course. 

Mr. MORRILL. I prefer not to do so. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. Then] insist on m 
tion to lay the bill upon the table, and shall test 
the sense of the House upon it. 

Mr. BURNETT. I call for the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr, CRAWFORD. I move that there be a 
call of the House. My object is not for delay, 
but simply to see if there is a full House. 

he motion was disagreed to. 

he question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the bill upon the table; and it was decided in 
the hegative—yeas 72, nays 106; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, Barksdale, | 


Benet, Becock, Bonham, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Burch, 
pwr Jobn B. Clark, Clemens, Clepton, Cobb, John 
Cane, Cooper, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, 
it Davidson, John G: Davis, Edmundson, English, 
it cee tOw, Hamilton, John T. Harris, Hill, Hindman, 
M ee Houston, Howard, Jones, Leake, Logan, Love, 
McRae Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, McQueen, 
ne % Miles, Millson, Montgomery, Sydenham Moore, 
a - Morris, Niblack, Noell, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, 
Snug Reagan, an Scott, Simms, Singleton, William 
Phaye Spinner, Iworth, Stevenson, Stout, Taylor, 

yer, Trimble, Underw: 

rand Wright—72. 


ANAYS — Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, 
e 


rain, ‘ 
nn Aldrich tae ee C. Anderson, Ashley, Bal- 
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Bristow, Buffinton, Burnham, 





erfectly apparent that it is | 


I wanted to | 


mo- | 


, Vandever, Whiteley, Wins- | 





















Burroughs, Campbell, Carey, Case, Colfax, Conkling, Co 
vode, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Delano, Duell, 
Etheridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Foster, French, Gilmer, 
Gooch, Graham, Gurley, Hale, Hall, J. Morrison Uarris, 
Haskin, Hatton, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Hughes, 
Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, 
William Kellogg, Kilgore, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, 
James M. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, 
Mallory, Marston, Maynard, MeKnight, McPherson, La- 
ban 'T’. Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 
Morse, Nelson, Nixon, Olin, Perry, Porter, Potter, Pottle, 
teynolds, Rice, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, Royce, 
SechWartz, Sedgwick, Sherman, William N. H. Smith, 
Somes, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Strat- 
ton, Tappan, ‘Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Vance, Van 
Wyck, Waldron, Walton, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and 
Woodrutf—106. 

So the House refused to lay the bill upen the 
table. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Rhode Island, stated that 
Mr. Brayron had paired off with Mr. Srewarr, 
of Maryland. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, stated that he was 
still paired off with Mr. Verree. 

Mr. BUFFINTON stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Dawes, had paired for to-day with Mr. Gar- 
TRELL. 

Mr. WRIGHT stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Tuomas, had paired off upon all questions with 
Mr. Spavutpine. 

Mr. COX stated that if he had been within the 
bar when his name was called, he should have 
voted to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. POTTLE stated that his colleague, Mr. 
SUTTERFIELD, had paired off forthe day with Mr. 
AsHMORE. 

The result having been announced as above 
recorded, the question recurred on Mr. Morriu’s 
motion, that the further consideration of the bill 
be postponed until the third Tuesday in April 


| next, and that the bill be printed. 


Mr. BURNETT demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs Leer and 
McQueen were appointed. 

The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
ayes eighty-three, noes not counted. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE*SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Hickey, its Chief Clerk, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill to create an ad- 
ditional land district in Washington Territory; in 
which he was directed to ask the concurrence of 
the House. 

Also, that the Senate had ordered the printing 
of the following documents: 

March 5, 1860. The memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Wisconsin praying the establishment of 
a daily mail from Lake Mills to Jetferson, in that 
State—the usual number, at twenty-four minutes 
past one o’clock, p. m. 

March 6, 1860. The report of the Secretary of 
the Interior, communicating, in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate, the correspondence on 
file in that Department in relation to the obstruc- 
tion of the streets, avenues, and public reserva- 
tions in the city of Washington—the usual num- 
ber, at five minutes to two o’clock, p. m. 

Two messages of the President of the United 
States, in compliance with resolutions of the Sen- 
ate, asking information in relation to the lighting 
and ventilating of the Capitol extension, and of 
the Post Office—the usual number, and two hun- 


dred and fifty additional for Captain Meigs, at | 


twenty-five minutes after one o'clock, p. m. 
Letter from the superintendent of the Capifol 
extension in relation to the dome and porticoes of 
the Capitol—the usual number, at fifteen minutes 
to two o’clock, p. m. 
And report of the Secretary of the Treasury in 
answer to aresolution of the Senate relative to the 


expenditure of the appropriation for the repair of | 


the light-house and piers at Chicago—the usual 
number, at fifteen minutes totwo o’clock, p. m. 
LANDS FOR OREGON. 


Mr. VANDEVER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill to extend the time 
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within which the Governor of the State of Oregon 
shall select lands, as provided in the act for the 
admission ef Oregon; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of the 


| Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
|| be printed. 


Mr. VANDEVER éntered a motion to recon- 


The motion was passed over for the present. 
BLUEMONT COLLEGE. 


Mr. VANDEVER, from the Committee on Pub- 
| lic Lands, reported back, wits a recommendation 
| that it do pass,a bill to enable the trustees of Blue- 
| mont College tea preémpta certain quarter section 
of lad, and for other purposes; which was referred 
| toa Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
| accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


sider the vote by which the bill was so referred. 


Mr. VANDEVER, from the same committee, 


| JOHN W. TAYLOR. 
| also reported a bill for the relief of John W. Tay- 
I y 


lor, and certain assignees of preémption land lo- 


| cations; which was read a first and second time, 


jereferred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
| and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 


| printed, 


SWAMP LANDS IN MINNESOTA AND OREGON. 


‘Mr. WINDOM. [am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands to report back, with a 
| recommendation that it do pass, a bill which has 
| passed the Senate unanimously, and to ask that 

it be put uponits passage. It is a bill (S. No. 26) 
| to extend the provisions of ** An act to enable the 
State of Arkansas, and other States, to reclaim 
the swamp lands within their limits,’’ to Minne- 
| sota and Oregon, and for other purposes. 

The bill was read. It makes the usual pro- 
| visions for selecting swamp lands, applying hom 
to the States of Oregon and Minnesota. 

Mr. WINDOM. I desire to say, in connec- 
tion with that bill, that it simply extends the same 
provisiens to Oregon and Minnesota as have been 
extended to all the other States in the Union. If 
there be no objection, I desire to have the bill put 
on its passage; and I call the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was then pa to a third reading; 
and was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. , 

Mr. WINDOM moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CONFIRMATION OF CERTAIN LAND ENTRIES. 


Mr. COBB. I desire to report back House bill 
No. 44, to confirm certain land entries, under the 
third section of the act of March 3, 1855, enti- 
tled, ‘* An act making appropriations for the ser- 
vice of the Post Office Department during the 
fiscal year ending June 30,1856,’’ with an amend- 
ment in the shape of a substitute; and inasmuch 
as the bill contains but two propositions, and 
| those propositions undoubtedly right, I shall ask 
| that the bill may be put upon its passage. The 
substitute was,drawn with great care, and is rec- 
ommended by the Secretary of the Interior. I 
ask that the substitute may Me adopted in heu of 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama desire to have the bill put on its pas- 
sage? 

Mr. COBB. Yes, sir, he does; and witha great 
deal of anxiety, too. I hope the bill will be 
passed. 

The bill and substitute were read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire te ask my colleague 
| one guestion, Theve is one provision—I believe 





of terms or conditions upon which patents shall 
be issued by the General Land Office. It provides 
that the preémptor shall have complied with his 
contract. Now, I desire to know if it is intended 
that the preémptor shall have complied with hus 
eontraet with the Post Office Department, and sat- 


it is in the first section of the bill—which speaks 
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isfied the General Land Office that the mails have 
been carried in accordance with that contract? 

Mr. COBB. Yes, sir; the parties must satisfy 
the Post Office Department that they have com- 
plied with all contracts. a 

The substitute was agreed to. 

‘The bill as amended was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and, being en- 
grossed, was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 


Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by | 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay | 


the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was egreed to. 

POST OFVICE AT ROME, GEORGIA, 

Mr. UNDEXWOOD. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce a bill simply 
for reference. 

There being no objection, Mr. Unperwoop in- 
troduced a bill appropriating $10,000 for the con- 
struction of a post office at Rome, Georgia, and 
for other purposes; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee of the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


JOHN V. DOBBYN. 


Mr. WINSLOW. Aslam unexpectedly com- 
elled to go home, I ask the indulgence of the 
eae: to introduce a bill merely for reference. 
There being no objection, Mr. Winstow in- 
troduced a bill for the relief of John V. Dobbyn, 
a purser in the United States Navy; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


TEXAS COURT-HOUSE. 


Mr. HAMILTON. lLask the same indulgence 
of the House. I have been unavoidably absent 
*from the House for some days from sickness, 1 
ask consent to introduce a bill for reference. 
There being no objection, Mr. Hamitton in- 
troduced a bill making an appropriation for the 
erection of court-houses for the United States dis- 
trict courts in the cities of Austin and Tyler, in 
the State of Texas; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. ; 
SURVEY OF CHENIERE ISLAND. 


Mr. LANDRUM, by unanimous consent? in- 
troduced a bill recognizing the survey of Chenieré 
Island, in the State of Louisiana, as approved by 
the surveyor general, and for other purposes; 
which was ae a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


LOUISIANA SWAMP LANDS. 


Mr. LANDRUM also, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill supplemental to an act entitled 
** An act & aid the State of Louisiana in drainirg 
the swamp lands therein;’? which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- 


_ tee on Public Lands. 


REMOVAL OF THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. ALDRICH asked unanimous consent to 
introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means be, and hereby are, instructed 
to inquire into the expediency and propriety of removing 
the capital of this nation to some point on the Mississippi 
river, at or between the falls of St. Anthony and the city 
of #t. Louis, and report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. CLEMENS and others objected. 
NEBRASKA RAILROAD ACT. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee | 


on Public Lands, reported back House bill No. 
210, granting lands to the Territory of Nebraska 
for the construction of certain railroads therein. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. That bill is reported 
back with an amendment. -I desire to enter a me- 
tion to recommit it to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and that it be printed. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 

Mr COBB. As the morning hour is out, [ move 
to go to the business on the Speaker’s table. The 
bill just reported by the gentleman from Indiana, 
of course every gentleman will examine. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order, 
and is received. 


UNITED STATES AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


Mr. BURNETT, [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for leave to report, from the 
Committee for the Diatrict of Columbia, a bill 





: of Columbia *‘ and elsewhere. 
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|| incorporating the United States Agricultura! So- 
|| clety. 
| Mr. COBB. I have no objection, 
The SPEAKER. There 1s no objection, and 
the gentleman will submit his report. 
Mr. BURNETT. I report the bill Phave in- 
_ dicated, and I ask that it be put on its passage. 
| It is nothing more than a simple act of incorpora- 
tion. My reason for making the request that it 
be now passed is, that I understand the proposed 
incorporators have a promise, in case the society 
is organized and incorporated, of a deed to a lot 
| in this city upon which to erect a suitable build- 
| ing for agricultural exhibitions. 
|| Mr. McCLERNAND. Is the society one for 
: 
|| the United States? 
|| Mr. BURNETT. It isa mere act of incorpo- 
| ration confining the action of this Agricultural 
| Society in and to the District of Columbia, and 
|| no more. , y 
] The bill was read a first and second time by its 
|| title; and the bill was then read in eztenso. 
| Mr. BURNETT. Mr. Speaker, lam perhaps 
/as much opposed to acts of incorporation as any 
| gentleman upon this floor; and when they are 
|| granted, I am for guarding them strictly and 
| rigidly. This is a simple act of incorporation. 
|| It merely authorizes the incorporation of an Ag- 
| ricultural Society for the District of Columbia. 
It extends no further. The bill, as read, author- 
| izes them to sue and be sued within the District 
** Those words, 
| ** and elsewhere,” the committee reported should 
be stricken out, and I thought they had been 
| stricken out. 

I hope the bill will now be passed, for the rea- 
son I have already stated. If any gentleman is 
unwilling that it should be passed at this time, 
and desires a postponement, giving a reason why 
| it should not be acted on at once, I will unhesitat- 
ingly yield fora motion to postpone. ° 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
)a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
| ingly read the third time. 
|| Mr. BURNETT. I demand the previous ques- 
| tion on the passage of the bill. 
| Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 
| the bill upon its passage. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. It is bad enough to have 

acts of incorporation introduced here, without 
having them put upon their passage under the 
| operation of the previous question. I have no par- 
ticular objection to the bill; but I would like to 
'have an opportunity of examining it. I would 
| ask the gentleman from Kentucky whether it in- 
| cludes a rigid liability clause? Unless it does, I 
| certainly will not vote for it; I will vote for no act 

of incorporation that does not contain that clause. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BURNETT. That motion is not now in 
order. To meet the views of gentlemen, I with- 
draw the demand for the previous question, and 
ask that a motion to recommit be entered. 

Mr. FLORENCE. That is right. I do not 
object to that. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to recommit is 
entered. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
port be printed. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN KENTUCKY. 


Mr. MALLORY. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a bill providing 
for an additional term of the United States circuit 
and district courts in the State of Kentucky. 
Previous notice has been given. 

There was no objection; and the bill was re- 
ceived, read a first and second time by its title, 

| and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. STOUT. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House for leave to introduce a bill to provide 
for the construction of a railroad from the Mis- 
souri river to the Pacific ocean. 

There was no objection; and the bill was re- 

| ceived, and read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. STOUT. I move that the bill be referred to 
the select committee on the Pacific railroad ques- 
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I object to putting 





I move that the bill and re- 
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tion, to which committee other bills f ee 
| railroad have been referred. or a Pacific 





- The question was taken, and the motion Was 


| agreed to. 
i VISIT TO MOUNT VERNON. 


Mr. FLORENCE. Yesterday we acc 


ee , epted 
_ invitation ef the Ladies’ Mount Vernon t he 


tion to visit Mount Vernon to-day, and om 
that the House do now adjourn, in order that sy 
may execute that acceptance practically. 

| Mr. BRANCH. Let there bea general under. 
standing that no business shall be done to-da 
and then those who wish to make speeches = 
do so; and those who wish to go with the Ladies’ 
_Mount .Vernon Association to Mount Ver 
can do so. 

|. Mr. SHERMAN. Letus get through with the 
_ introduction and reference of some bills first, 

| Mr. FLORENCE. I will waive my motion to 
adjourn for a moment or two. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE OATHS. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I ask the 

unanimous consent of the House to submit the 
following resolution: 
» Resolved, ‘That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing cus. 
tom-house oaths, and of substituting declarations in jiey 
thereof, with proper penalties for breach of the same, 

There was no objection; and the resolution was 
then adopted. 

LEWIS W. CHATFIELD. 

_Mr. HELMICK, by unanimous consent, pre- 
vious notice having been given, introduced a bill 
| for the relief of Lewis W. Chatfield; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
| NANCY BUKEY. 

Mr. HELMICK, by unanimous consent, pre- 
| 
| 


non, 


| 











vious notice having been given, also introduced a 
| bill for the relief of Nancy Bukey; which was 
read a first-and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


| JACOB AMMON. 
| Mr. HELMICK, by unanimous consent, pre- 


vious notice having been given, also introduced a 
bill for the relief of Jacob Ammon; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee oh Private Land Claims. 


JOUN JACKSON. 
Mr. HELMICK, by unanimous consent, pre- 


vious notice having been given, also introduced a 
bill granting a pension to John Jackson, an in- 
valid soldier; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 


ALEXANDER CROSS. 


Mr. TOMPKINS. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House that the report of the Court of 
Claims on the petition of Alexander Cross be 
| taken from the files of the House, and referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

EXTENSION OF THE PORT OF NEW ORLEANS. 


Mr. TAYLOR, by unanimous consent, pre- 
vious notice’ having been given, introduced a bill 
to extend the port of entry of New Orleans, s0 
as to include the city of Jefferson, in the State of 
Louisiana; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 





BAYOU LA FOUCHE. 


Mr. TAYLOR, by unanimous consent, pre- 
vious notice having been given, also introduce 
a bill to remove the obstructions in the bayou La 
Fouche, in the State of Louisiana; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. — 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Has the morning hour 
expired ? 

he SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I move, then, that we pro 
ceed to the business upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If objection is made ' 

tting through with this little business of intro 

ucing bills for reference, I move, then, that = 
rules be suspended, and the House resolve its 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
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h “Union. I hope that it will be the understand- | 
oe that no business will be done, in order that || 


those who wish to may go to Mount Vernon to- | 
| 


Mr. BURNETT. I wish to say that I deem 
it my duty, now and at all times, to oppose any- 
thing being done here, whether making speeches 
or doing the business of legislation, without a 
quorum. If] can prevent this House sitting and 
proceeding without a quorum, I will do so. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I call for tellers upon my | 


journ. 
motion to adjourt | 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hoarp and 


oRENCE Were appointed. 
<< House divifled; and the tellers reported— 
ayes thirty-eight; whereupon, 
"Mr. FLORENCE called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. , ; 
The question was put; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 48, nays 102; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Thomas L. Anderson, Ashley, 
avery, Barrett, Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, Bristow, Bur- 
nett, John bB. Clark, Clemens, Ciopton, John Cochrane, 
Cvoper, Burton Craige, Crawford, John G. Davis, Ed- 
muudson, Florence, J. Morrisgn Harris, Hatton, Hindman, 
Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jones, Kilgore, Larrabee, James 
M. Leach, Maclay, Elbert S. Martin, McClernand, Mc- | 
Queen, MeRae, Miles, Montgomery, Niblack, Noell, Pen- 
dleton, Ruffin, William Smith; Stout, Taylor, Underwood, | 
Vance, Whiteley, and Wright—48. 
NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ald- 
rich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Barksdale, Bingham, 
trabson, Branch, Buffinton, Burch, Burnham, Campbeli, | 
Carey, Case, Cobb, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, Cox, James 
Craig, Curry, Curtis, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Eliot, Ether- 
idge. Farnsworth, Ferry, French, Gilmer, Gooch, Graham, 
Grow, Gurley, Hall, John T. Harris, Helmick, Hoard, Hol- 
man, Houston, Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Francis W. 
Kellogg, William Kellogg, Lamar, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, 
Logan, Longnecker, Loomis, Love, Lovejoy, Mallory, 
McKnight, McPherson, Sydenham Moore, Moorhead, Mor- 
rill, Edward Joy Morris, Nixon, Olin, Perry, Peyton, Porter, 
Potter, Pryor, Pugh, Reagan, Reynolds, Riggs, Christopher 
Robinson, Royce, Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, Simms, Sin- 
gieton, Somes, Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, Stevens, Ste- 
yenson, Stokes, Stratton, Tappan, Tompkins, Train, T'rim- | 
ble, Van Wyck, Waldron, Walton, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel] Washburn, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and 
Weodruff—102. 


| 
day. + « bi . h t 
Mr. FLORENCE. Ihave no objection to that. 
| 





So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. FLORENCE, interrupting the call of the 
roll, said: Gentlemen tell me they will be de- | 
prived of the opportunity of going to Mount Ver- 
non if this call is proceeded to completion. Lask, 
therefore, that by unanimous consent I may with- 
draw the call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object. {| 

The Clerk proceeded with the call, but was sub- | 
sequently interrupted b 1 

Mr. HQUSTON, who said: If it be the inten- || 
tion of the House to go into committee and at- | 
tend to business, I will withdraw my objection. | 

Mr. BURNETT. I shall objects 1] 

The Clerk proceeded with the call. \} 

Mr. POTTLE stated that he was paired off || 
with Mr. Eneuisu for the remainder of the day. || 

Mr. GARTRELL stated that he was paired || 
off for the day with Mr. Dawes; otherwise he || 
would have voted ** no.”’ \] 





| 
i 
‘ 


Mr. CLEMENS stated that he was paired off | 
with Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, for two || 
weeks from next Monday. 1) 

Mr. THAYER stated that he was paired off 
with Mr. Davipson. 

Mr. MAYNARD stated that he was paired off 
with Mr. Netson, who was opposed to him on 
this question. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I was not present when nw 
kame was called. I desire to vote to adjdurn, to | 
accept the invitation to visit Mount Vernon. I 
suppose there will be no objection. 

Mr. BINGHAM objected. 

Mr. SCHWARTZ stated that he would have 
voted in the negative had he been present when 
his name was called. 


he result was then announced, as above ro- / 
corded, 


Mr. BARKSDALE. I now move that the | 
Ouse resolve itself into the Committee of the | 
Vhole on the state of the Union, with the under- || 
standing that no business shall be transacted after- | 


wards, | 
The motion was agreed to. 
THE PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Ommittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
Mr. Wasunurye, of illinois, in the chair,) and 

resumed the consideration of the President's an- | 


- 








| treason, and murder; so base was the charge, so 


| learn that the alpha and omega of your greligion 


nual message, upon which the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Van Wycx] was entitled to the 
floor. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. Mr. Chairman, for many ] 


weeks I wasa patient listener to eloquent speeches || 


from the leaders of the so-called Democratic party 
on the floor of this House. 

@Vhy do they charge the Republicans as agi- 
tators, when they themselves have been sounding | 
the notes of disunion and preaching violence, for | 
the only purpose of alarming the timidity of one, 
and the weakness of another section of a common 
country; of arraying faction against faction; first, | 
to stecl the heart against all sentiments of human- 
ity, and then nerve the arm to execute its unholy | 
impulses; charging treason upon the North, and 
counseling the South to rebellion and resistance. | 

When you, gentlemen, came to this Capitol, the 
agitation occasioned by the Harper’s Ferry riot 
was subsiding. In the discharge of what you call 
a patriotic duty, you gathered together the ele- 
ments of that unfortunate strife, and increased the 
turbulence in the public mind. 

The storm which gathered for a moment across 
a summer ae & then broke in the sunshine and 
dissipated in the rain drops, you call back, and by 
the eloquence of words and the impulse of fear, in 
the ‘*chambers of your imagery’’ you generate a 
storm whereby you seek to send forth hurricane | 





and tempest to prostrate the oaks and temples of || 


the Republic inone common ruin. The torch of | 
the incendiary had been smothered, and you s2ize | 


| the blackened flambeau, rush forth with the mad- | 


ness and folly of the suicide, and essay to light 
up the flames of civil war and fratricidal strife. 
You, gentlemen, and not John Brown, have un- 
chained the whirlwind of angry passion and bit- 
ter invective; you have unbarred the thunder and 
loosened the lightning shaft, whereby you sought 
to rend asunder the people of a great nation, so 
hat, in your own language on this floor, the 
“Union might be wrecked from turret to founda- | 
tion stonc,’’ and ‘‘ the Constitution torn in tat- 
ters.”? Then from the ruins of one, and the dis- 
membered body of the other, you might erect a | 
confederacy cemented by the blood, watered by 
the%ears, and strengthened by the groans of your 
bondmen; which would fill ihe measure of your 
avarice and feed the cravings of your ambition. 
Day after day, with the most vindictive lan- 
guage, have we been arraigned as guilty of arson, 


unjust the imputation, we meet them with our 


| weapons at rest. \| 


The gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Davip- | 
son,] whose ambition at one time seemed to be 
that he might appear in this Hall armed with a 
double-barrel shot gun, in his speeeh on the 22d 
day of December, in a defiant manner, said: 

“T honestly believe th«t if you were tried before a jury 
of conscientious men, a ury of men who believe in a God 
of all justice and mercy, and all intelligence, you would be 
found guilty, as accessories beiore the fact, to all the dread 
ful deeds of Brown and his associates.’’ 

You talk of God, justice and mercy, who hold, 
claiming by Divine authority, four million hu- 
man beings in hopeless and irretrievable bondage, 
and ostracize free white men who will not sing 
hosannas to your traflic in the bodies and souls of 
men, and stigmatize as murderers and felons those | 
who will not applaud the cruelty which tramples | 
upon all the attributes of the mind, the affections 
of the heart given by the Almighty to the children 
of His own creation! 

That same gentleman desired to present to the | 
consideration of this House one of Joann Brown’s 
pikes; let me urge him to extend his cabinet of | 
curiosities and add one of the chains and brand- 
ing irons of his cofile gang, tied by the lash with 
which the backs of women col children are 
scourged, and then, to watch them, a sleck, well- 


fed bloodhound, with quick scent, trained tosnuff || 


in the air the track of the fleeing fugitive: let him 
present these as symbols, the one of Brown’s 
folly, and the others of his own high type of civ- 
ilization. 

From the deluge of Democratic speeches, I 


and Democracy, are the divinity and benefits of 
human servitude. You are continually forcing 
this issue upon us, said the Democratic Senator, 
(Mr. Biewer,] a few weeks since, in the Senate 
Chamber : 


“ From the hour I first came into political life, to the | 
present day, I have never gone through a political eam- 
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paign in which the rights of the South were not an import- 
ant, if not the leading issue.”’ 

The leprosy of slavery is “in the warp and 
woof”’ of your organization. Whenthe Demo- 
crauic convention, in 1856, indorsed the policy of 
Franklin Pierce in the destruction of the Missouri 
line, and his Kansas forays, 1 became satisfied 


| that its organization was in the hands of the slave 





‘| umphed, 
| sit quietly by and see the acts of every Demo- 








power, and that it was hereafter to be used to 
extend slavery wherever the flag of the Union 


| night float, and forgetful of its ancient glories, 


had made allegiance to slavery propagandism the 
test of good fellowship. With many Democrats 
throughout the Union, [ could no longer worship 
the divinity when the spirit had fled. The sys- 
tem under which we had grown to be a greatand 
happy people, which had been ingrafted on the 
laws and policy of Democratic Administrations, 
and was entwined in the expressions of speech 
and habitudes of thought, was stricken down by 
the rude hand of invasion. 

The first attack commenced in 1850, but in 1852 
the Democratic convention professed to check the 
invader; and while it did not propose to repair 
the breach, it promised to stay his destructive 
hand. And Pierce, in his inaugural, promised 
that he would cicatrize the wound, by an assur- 
ance that no fresh incursions should be made. In 
1854 the invader commenced sapping and mining, 
seized the outworks, toppled the battlements to the 


| rround, stormed the strong fortress, and obtained 


possession. The spiritof Democracy, thusdriven 
from her ownhome, erected its standard; and while 
the glory of many achievements remained with 
the old organization, the fame and honor of its 
ancient faith gathered legions of its former victo- 
rious armies, who believed in Democracy because 
of its principles, and embracing the principles, 
assumed the name under which Jeflerson tri- 
Could it be expected that we should 


cratic Administration rebuked; could we hold 
political fellowship with those who were willing 


| to crucify the memory of Washington, Jefferson, 


Madison, and Monroe; could we calmly witness 


| the desecration which could say that the men who 


made the Constitution and hewed out the path 
which has led to g.ory, knew not its provisions, 
and understood not its spirit? And because I re- 


| fused to unite in this unholy work of demolition, 


and lay my hands on the uniform and time-hon- 


| ored legislation of three fourths of a century; be- 


| cause | would not unite in this assault upon the 


memory of the buried dead; because I would not 
rise up and declare their legislation ubjust, uncon- 
stitutional, and with abolition tendencies, am I to 
be reproached as an apostate from Democracy? 
Sir, | would rather desert a political organization 
than to turn traitor to my own conscience, and be 
guilty of moralgreason to my own judgment. 

I question no man’s right to change his religious 


| or political views; but 1 demand, as justice, that 
| when I profess the faith, | shall be recognized as 


adhering to the policy, of the Democratic fathers. 

The Christian may turn Jéw or Mohammedan, 
but how would you stigmatize him should he in- 
sist upon substituting tue new doctrines under the 
name of the faith he abandoned. The liberty- 


| loving Democrat may become a slavery propa- 
| gandist, but how will history judge his attempt to 


hide the enormities of his position under the man- 
tle of his ancient name, and rendezvous with his 
confederates in the temple Jefferson built, and 
Madison, Monroe, and Jackson, guarded with so 
much care? The patent of my Democracy is in 
the records of Democratic Administrations, and 
by it I stand or fall. 

As a Democrat I believe slavery to be a crime 
against the laws of God and nature, violative of 
the instincts of a common humanity; that it de- 
grades the African, paralyzes the energies of the 
Anglo-Saxon, prevents the full development of 
the resources of the country, and granting to the 
masses of the people but little of material pros- 
perity and happiness. 

I believe that each-State is supreme in its own 
borders, uncontrolled by foreign power; at liberty 
to retain or revive relics of a arbarous, unchris- 
tian age, whether they be slavery or polygamy. 

I believe that the Territories belong to the peo- 
ple, and not the States; and that the Representa- 
tives of the people have the sole control and man- 
agement thereof until they become States; and 
that Congress should protect them from every- 
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thing which would have a tendency to retard their 
settlement or diminish their value; and, as the 
entire history of the world shows, and our own 
country establishes, that slavery is awmildew and 
blight, that Congress should keep free territory 
free during its territorial condition, unless for any 
causo it delegates such power to be exercised by 
the people therein. 

I believe that slavery is a local institution, ex- 
isting entirely and sustained alone by virtue of 
the law of the State which creates it, not recog- 
nized as such beyond the State limits only so far 


| slaves? 





pain of death, to read them in the ears of your 

And must I be expatriated and disfran- 
chised because I merely reéchothem? Sir, these 
principles were born in the shock of the Revolu- 
tion, and were baptized in the blood of your fathers 
and mine on the battle-fields of the North and the 
South. 


universal liberty among the patriot framers of tie || 


Constitution, will you say that the Declaration | 
of Independence ts but a “ glittering generality?” | 
When the pillars of the Republic shail have crum- 


_ bled in the dust; when her libraries shall have 


as the Constitution of the United States regards | 


the right of each State to retake, and the obligation 
of sister States to return, fugitives from justice or 
labor. 

Such, sir, is the platform of the Republican 


been sacked and burned; when a free press and 
.« ® 
free speech shall be dragged, as Hector, at the 


| chariot wheels of a slave oligarchy; when the | 
| traditions of the battle-fields of arms and opinions 


party. Does itnot contain the recorded principles | 


of the Democratic party, and of all parties, from 
the adoption of the Constitution down to 1847? 

Listen to a resolution of the gallant State of 
Georgia, whose entire delegation on this floor and 
in the Senate make loud and valorous boasts that 
no man elected on the Republican platform shall 
ever be inaugurated President, On the 12th day of 
January, 1775, she said: 

“To show the world that we are not influenced by any 
interested or contracted motives, but a general philan- 
thropy for aii mankind, of whatever language or complex- 
fon, we hereby declare our disapprobation and abhorrence 
of the unnatural practice of slavery in America—a practice 
founded in injustice and cruelty, and highly dangerous to 
our liberties, debasing part of our fellow-creatures below 
men, and corrupting the virtue and murals of the rest, and 
is laying the basis of that liberty we contend for upon a very 
wrong foundation. We therefore resolve atall times to use 
our utmost endeavors for the manumission of our slaves 
in this colony, upon the most sate and equitable footing for 
the masters and themeelves.”’ 


/men in Virginia in 1832, shortly after the slave | 
|| insurrection at Southampton, when over sag? f of | 


| pation, and whemall the horrors of a servile war 


Men of Georgia, go by the graves of your | 


fathers, renew your love of country, and recall 
your treasonable designs. ‘The serious charges 
you make against us but react upon the memory 
of your ancestors. 


We stand this day on the | 


Georgia resolutions of 1775. Such were the sen- | 


uments of all the patriots of the Revolution. 


| soul by the hand of the Deity, and never meant to be ex- 


Under their influence, your fathers—I mean your | 


liberty-loving fathers, for | suppose the tories of 
Georgia did not, even in that day, subscribe to 
the above resolutions—aided to achieve the free- 
dom of our country. The desire of universal 
liberty warmed the heart of the American soldier; 
and, in the hope of its final establishment and full 
fruition, he sacrificed property and life. By men 


breathing such sentiments, the Constitution and | 
Union were established; and now you say that | 


the mere enunciation of the same principles must 


produce dissolution, anarchy, and a reign of | 


terror, 
Washington said, in 1786: 


‘It being among my first wishes to see some plan adopted 
by which slavery in this country may be abolished by law.” 


Franklin, who lent the powers of a great soul 


to achieve our independence, and then brought | 


the wisdem of a great mind to aid in constructing 


a Constitution, became, almost immediately after | 


its adoption, president of an abolition society. 
Madison said: 


“ We have seen mere distinction of color made, in the 
moet enlightened period of time, a ground of the most op- 
pressive dominion ever exercised by man over man.’’ 


Mr. Henry said: 


| tax my lands; vilify our country; carry the sword of ex- 


*T deplore slavery with all the pity of humanity; I re- | 


at again, it would rejeice my soul that every one of my 
liow-beings was emancipated.” 


Mr. Jefferson said: 


* And with what execration should the etatesman be 
loaded who, permitting one half of the citizens thus to 
trample on the rights of the other, transferms those into 
despots and these into en?mies. Indeed, I tremble for my 
eountry when L reflect that God is just; that Uis justice 


the book of fate, than that these people are to be free. 
What a stupendous, what an incomprehensible machine is 
man, who can endure toil, famine, stripes, imprisonment, 
and death itself, in vindication of his own liberty, and the 
next moment be deaf to all those motives whose power 


supported him through his trials, and inflict on his feilow- | 


or for freedom are quite different things. 
|| Faulkner, on the 20th day of January, 1832, speak- 


| us, | implore you, spare us the curse of slavery, that bit- 


of the Revolution shall be forgotten by an un- 
worthy posterity; then tell them that the great 
bill of rights for all mankind was but a glittering 
generaiity. No, sir; our fathers threw it out, not | 
as a wandering comet, to dazzle for a moment by | 
its brilliant corruscations, but as a sun, far above | 
the mists and exhalations of avarice and power, | 
to shine upon and for all, to the remotest genera- | 
tions, 

Such sentiments were repeated by your great | 


your white persons were slain, They were then | 
in convention discussing the question of emanci- 


were fresh in their memories, your statesmen pro- 
posed to remedy the evil, not by the penitentiar 
and gallows, but by applying the principle of uni- 
versal liberty. Such were the opinions of Moore, | 
Rives, Powell, Preston, Randolph, Marshall, and 
a host of others. 
McDowell said: 


* You may close upon his mind every avenue to knowl- | 


your labor as an ox. You may do this, and the idea tha 
he was born to be free will survive it all; it is allied to his 
hope of immortality; itis the cthereal part of his nature | 
which oppression cannot reach ; it is a torch lit up in his | 


edge and cloud it over with artificial night—yoke him ue 


tinguished by the handof man. If gentlemen do not see or 


feel this evil of slavery whilst the Federal Union lasts, they 
will sce and feel it when itis gone. We cannot congect 





the march of time, nor stop the current of events.” | 


Among the number who thus spoke was Charles | 
J. Faulkner, who lately has avowed so much of 
disunion, afd been duly rewarded by an appoint- | 
mentatthe hands ofthis slavery-controlled 
istration. The disunionist Faulkner is worthy 
a foreign appointment; while the disunionists 
Phillips can Garrison would only be worthy of 
stripes and imprisonment. Disunion for ener 

r. 


ing of emancipation, said: 


**[ shall reckon it among the proudest incidents of my 
life, that I have contributed my feeble aid to forward a rev- 
olution so grand and patriotic in its results. The people 
demand it. I have raised my voice for emancipation. Sir, 


termination through our now defenseless villages ; but spare 


terest drop from the chalice of the destroying angel.” 


This he said while the soil of Virginia was yet 
moist with the blood of his murdered country- 
men. He further added: 

* Slaves are held not by any law of nature; not by any 
patent from God. Sir, I am gratified to perceive that no 
gentieman has yet risen in this hall the avowed advocate 
of slavery. The day has gone by when such a voice could 
be listened to with patience or forbearantce.”’ 


Men of Virginia, can you believe that such 
opinions were uttered in the Old Dominion scarce 


| thirty years ago? Now take down Helper; place 


them side by side, and determine which is the 


|, most treasonable and incendiary. How can you 
cannot slecp forever. Nothing is more certainly written in |) 


**rest o’ nights’’ while such sentiments are slum- 
bering in the debates and archives of your Com- 


-monwealth? Get some country squire to pro- 


mena bondage, one hour of which is franght with more | 


misery than ages of that which he rose in rebellion to op- 
pose! When the measure of theirtears shall be full; when, 
their groans shall have involved heaven itself in darkness, 
doubtiess a God of justice will awaken to their distress, 


and, by diffusing light and liberality among their oppress- | 
» by His exterminating thunder, manifest | 


ors, or, at length 
His attention to the things of this world, and that they are 
not left to the guidance of a blind fatality.’ 
Dare you, now, believe these sentiments? Would 
= suffer a press in the southern States to pub- 
them? Would you allow a man, except under 





nounce judgment, and commit them to the flames. 

Formerly, the courts of nearly all your States 
held that slavery was merely a right existing by 
positive law of a cm character, without 
foundation in the law of nature. 

Congress, guided by the prevailing sentiment 
of the nation, exercised its power over free terri- 
tory by prohibiting slavery. This was the uni- 
versal action of Congress unless it was restrained 
by the act of purchase orcession. In the territory 
ceded to the General Government by the Carolinas 
and Georgia, those States, in ceding, expressly 
did so on the condition that Congress should not 


dmin- | 
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| their restraining Congress was an ackno 
/ment on their part that Congress did haye 1, 
In the light of so universal a sentiment of || 














March 7. 
on nem slavery therein. Those States, whic, 
vad but recently been discussing the national Co), 


|| stitution, were presumed to be well informed a 


to its spirit and provisions; and the mere fact of 


Wled >. 


right to exercise the power, and they desired ,, 
uard against it. When Louisiana was purchase 
Wepoleon, in the treaty of sale, provided tha: the 
rights of the inhabitants should be protected; ang 
one of those rights then existing was slavery 
Congress, however, did interfere, and exerci, 
a power over the Territories, by prohibiting the 
foreien and domestic slave trade. , 

Irom the ordinance of 1787, prohibiting slayery 
in the territory northwest of the Ohio, down 
1848, Congress, on eighteen different occasions 
and during each Democratic Administration, qjq' 
without interruption or rebuke, exercise the power 
of governing the Territories, furnishing their of. 
cers, and retaining a negative or approval upon 
the acts of respective Territorial Legislatures, |) 
the case of Florida, Congress, five times, betwee, 
1823 and 1838, approved of, and eleven tings 
during the same period, gmended, the laws of je; 
Legislature. 

The people will not, if gentlemen on this floor 
dare, impugn the Democracy of Jackson. During 
his administration, in 1836, a law was passed de- 
claring * that no act of the Territorial Legislature 
incorporating any banking institution, hereaficy 
to be passed, shall have any force or effect what. 
ever until approved or confirmed by Congress,” 
Twice did Jackson arrest the Legislatures of Wis. 
consin and Florida in violation of this law. This 
power was questioned in 1820, when Mr. Mop- 
roe (and all his Cabinet, with possibly the excep. 
tion of Mr. Calhoun, a majority of whom wer 
slaveholders) and his Democratic Administration 
acknowleged the right, and approved its exercise, 

Even in 1848, Mr. Polk signed, and a Demo- 
cratic Administration approved, the Oregon bill, 
in which slavery was prohibited It is said Mr, 
Polk approved the bill because the Territory lay, 
north of 36° 30’. That does not weaken the force 
of the argument that he recognized the existence 
of the power, from the fact of exercising it. The 


cae 
Se , 


| line of 360 $0’, by its very terms, only extended 


to the Louisiana purchase, and could not be ap- 
plied to any other Territory, unless especially 
enacted. It did not reach west of the Rocky 
Mountains, and when the South insisted that uw 
line, in 1847-48, should be extended to the Pacific, 
the very fact that they urged an extension of te 
line by Congress, is an irresistible argument that 
they believed Congress had the power so to ex- 
tend it. They claimed that in the spirit of the 
legislation of 1820, the line should be extended to 
the Pacific. They did not question the power of 
Congress so long as they hoped to control its exercist. 
Hence, there was no possible restraint on Mr. 
Polk from vetoing the Oregon bill, had he or his 
pee believed Congress possessed no such power. 
2olk had only to restrain legislation, not to undo, 
but to keep from doing, in order to save the Con- 
stitution. 

In 1854,the Democratic party believed, or pro- 
fessed to believe, that Congress had no such 
power, and it had no hesitation in destroying the 
work of the fathers. By way of episode, allow 
me to add that Mr. Buchanan, at Lancaster, No- 
vember 23, 1819, offered a resolution that the Rep- 
regentatives in Congress are most earnestly “r°- 
quested to use their utmost endeavors, as members 
of the national Legislature, to prevent the exten- 
sion of slavery in any of the Territories or States 
which may be created by Congress.”” Does Mr. 
Buchanan occupy that position to-day? He went 
a step further in behalf of freedom than the Re- 
publicans on this floor. Was Mr. Buchanan4 
murderer and traitor in 1819? 

In 1810 and 1828, the Supreme Court of the 
United States recognized and affirmed this pow! 
of Congress under the Constitution. ; 

Such is the uniform and concurrent historicel, 
legislative, and judicial history of this subject, 
down to 1848. ‘At that time the fruitful valleys, 
and rich mines of California aroused the lust o 
gain and desire for power in the breasts of the 
slaveholders. They sought a market on the Ps- 
cific coast for their human merchandize, and we’ 
avaricious for the control of that princely domain; 
andythey knew their only way was through 
over the well-defined legislation ef the country. 
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They aiso knew the influence a few slave owners 
wq@uld exercise; that less than three hundred thou- 
sand controlled fifteen States of the Union; and 
they sought to take the arm of Congress from be- 
tween their oly 
ambition. Lewis Cass was easily molded to their 
purposes. In his famous Nicholson letter, which 
yrocured for him the title of father of squatter 
sovereignty, he says: © 

«Tam strongly impressed with the opinion that a great 
change has been going on in the public mind upon this sub- 
ject—in my own as Well as others. 

Change from what? Clearly from the restrict- 
policy of Congress. If squatter sovereignty 
: faith of the party, there was 
no oceasion for a change. In the same letter, he 
declares the result of the change to be, “ leaving 
the people of the Territories to regulate their in- 
ternal concerns in their own way; they are just 
as capable of doing soas the people of the States, 
This was to be the open-sesame for the extension 
of slavery on the Pacific oe _ It was all the 
slave power demanded. Under it they expected 
to expand and conquer. — But the swift current of 
events brought California into the Union before 
they could stake the hazard on the race; and this 


ive 
had always been the 


unholy desires and the object of their | 


j 


} 


Now, ‘sir, do Mr. Dickinson and his friends, 
and Mr. Johnson and his friends, occupy that 


Were 
Why should we be 
now? 

In December, 1847, Mr. Dickinson began to 
bend before the southern blast, and he introduced 
a resolution in the Senate: 

“That the true spirit and meaning of the Constitution 
wili be best observed, and the Confederacy strengthened, | 
by leaving all questions concerning the domestic policy of 
the Territories to the Legislatures chosen by the people | 
thereof.’ 


And in his speech on the 12th day of January, | 


1848, he said: 


> | 


day we rejoice that, in the land of the setting sun, | 


the clanking chains of oppression grate not with 
nature’s harmony, and her soil is not wet with 
the sweat and tears and blood of the slave. 


In 1847, the northern Democracy did not doubt | 


the constitutional right of Congress to prohibit 
slavery in the Territories, but claimed that Con- 
gress should not act upon the subject until the 
war with Mexico was terminated, and it should 
be first ascertained whether we were to acquire 
additional domain. The Legislatures of all the 


Democratic free States, save one, passed resolu- || 
tions demanding that slavery should be prohibited | 
At that time Lewis Cass was | 


in the Territories. 
not nominated for the Presidency, and amid the 
‘noise and confusion”’ of that session the change 
had not commenced coming over ‘‘ the spirit of 
his dream,’’ for in the Senate he nowhere denied 


the power of Congress, at the proper time, to | 


restrict slavery. 
Daniel S. Dickinson, whose Democracy has 


never been questioned south of Mason and Dix- | 


on’s line, said in yonder Senate Chamber, on the 
Ist day of March, 1847—for he had not yet experi- 
enced a change of heart, although he shortly after 
became an anxious inquirer when he heard the 
blowing of the South wind: 


“} would not have added one single word upon the sub- | 


ject of slavery; but it is due to the occasion that my views 
upon it should be fully understood. So far as I am advised 
or believe, the great mass of the people of the North enter- 


tain but one opinion on the subject, and that is the same | 


which was entertained by many at the South. They regard 
the institution as a great moral and political evil, and would 
that it had no existence. But being an institution of local 
sovereignty, they deny that such sovereignty or its people 
can justly claim the right to regard it as transitory, and to 
erect it in the Territory of the United States without the 
authority of Congress, and they believe that Congress may 


prohibit its introduction into the Territories while they 
remain such.” 


Commenting upon the resolution of New York, 
demanding a fundamental provision restraining 
slavery from the Territories, he continued: 


“The territory contemplated is California, which is now 
free, and if it is obtained by us it will be free until it is in- 
corporated by us, and cannot become slave territory with- 
out the legislation of Congress; and in and by such legis- 
lation a fundamental article prohibiting slavery can be 
properly inserted. This resolution, then, instructs us that 
When any territory shall be brought within our jurisdiction 
by the act of Congress, whatever that act may be, to insert 
in such act a fundamental clause prohibiting slavery ; and 
so I am ready to vote, instructed or uninstructed.”’ 


Buthe was not willing to insert it in an appro- 
pration bill. On the same day, Hon. Reverd 
ohnson, then a Whig Senator from Maryland, 


how one of the leaders of the slavery-extending 
Mocracy, said: P 


“T believe, [ have ever believed, since I was capable of 
wi ught, that slavery is a great affliction to any country 
. tere it prevails, and so believing, I can never vote for 
any measure calculated to enlarge its area, and to render 
‘ern permanent its duration; and above all, disguise it as 

may, if the laws of population shall not be changed by 
Hat ent or man’s nature shall not be changed, it is an 
stitution sooner or later pregnant with fearful mischief. 
brsrga [ hold upon this institution is not now for the 
wrvehes formed or expressed by a southern man. The his- 

“y oF our country proves this. At copene of the Dgclara- 


je of our Independence, at the period of this Constitution, 
lgheened but one sentiment upon the subject among en- 


a Southern statesmen. What I have said was on 
tres proper occasion more forcibly said by them, and as 
mest among them, Messrs. Jefferson and Madisou.”’ 


+ 


* The resolution declares that the domestic policy of the 
people of a Territory shall be left with them, and if that 
power resides in Congress as is contended,” (which he did 
not then deny,) “it should be delegated to the people of 
the Territory, and be exercised by them.” | 
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| his friends 
| 


|; position? The Repubiican party is standing this 


|| day on the platform they gave us in 1847. 
| they murderers and traitors? 


1029 
which makes a man a slave there, cagnot make him a 
slave in New York, nor beyond the Rocky Mountains. If 
our southern brethren wish to carry their slaves to ¢ regon, 
New Mexico, or California, they will be under the neces- 
sity of asking a law to warrant it; and it will then be in 


| time for the free States to resist the measure, as | cannot 
| doubt they would with unwavering firmness. 


But if our 
southern brethren should make the question, we shall have 


no choice but to meet it; and then, whatever consequences 
may follow, I trust the people of the free States will give 


| aunited voice against allowing slavery on a single foot of 


For the benefit of conservative old-lige Whigs, | 


Mr. Webster said, August 12, 1848: 


We certainly do not prevent them from going into these | 
Territories with what is, in general law, called property. | 
But these States have by their local laws created a property | 
in persons, and they cannot carry their local laws with them. 
Slavery is created and exists by a local law which is lim- 
ited to a certain section, and it isasked that Congress should 
establish a local law in other Territories to enable southern 
Senators to carry their particular law with them. ‘There is 
a belief prevailing that slave labor and free labor cannot exist 
together. He hada letter from Mr. Mason, in which it is 
stated, that ‘slave labor will expel free labor.’ ”’ 


An irrepressible conflict older than Srwarp’s 
Rochester eer 
I beg pardon for quoting Mr. Webster. I know 


|, the latter-day saints in the Democratic party, in this 


i 


EE 


| and the Senate Chamber, have lately discovered | 


that the great expounder was mistaken about the 
Constitution, as were the fathers and framers 
thereof. Only a few days ago, in the Senate, Sen- 
ator WIGFALL said: 

‘“* Why, sir, there was the most distinguished man this 
country has ever seen, Daniel Webster, the great expoander 
of the Constitution, as he was called; and [hazard the as- 
sertion, that if there was asingle thing about which he was 
more profoundly ignorant than any man in the United 
States, it was the Constitution of the United States.”’ 

For the bencfit of that portion of the Democracy 
who are now the selfconstituted custodians of the 
memory and reputation of Henry Clay, | com- 
mend his remarks in the Senate, in 1850: 

* So long as God allows the vital current to flow through 
my veins I will never—no, never—by word or thought, by 
mind or will, aid in admitting one rood of free territory to 
the everlasting curse of human bondage.” | 

Were Webster and Clay murderers and traitors? 
Then why are we? Their faith is now our politi- 
cal creed. !f we are deserving imprisonment and 
death, then, hyena-like, go cast your harsh de- 
nunciations at their rifled graves, expose them to 
political execration, and hang their bones from 
your gibbets in chains. 

In 1848, many Democrats did not experience the 


| sudden conversion which overtook Lewis Cass, 


and the stone which was rejected at Philadelphia 
became the head of the corner at Buffalo, and was 
laid with great care by the Ludlows, the Van Bu- 
rens, the Caggers, the Richmonds, and a host of 
others, among whem it would be disrespectful 
to omit my distinguished colleague, [Mr. Joun 
Cocurane.} I have not the honor of their politi- 
cal fellowship now, although I never deserted the 
rinciples they taught me. When my friend’s 
ar Joan Cocnrane] attention was called to the 


soil where it is not now authorized by law.” 


Do Mr. Bronson and his friends now main- 
tain that position? This very day the Republi- 
eans are occupying that ground. Was he a 
murderer and traitor?) Then why are we? 

In 1849, the Democratic party in the State of 
New York became a unit on substantially the 
basis of Mr. Bronson’s letter. The slave power 
soon forced them from it; and from the resolu- 
tions of the united Democracy in that State, the 
Republicans have compiled their political cate- 
chism. 

The compromise measures of 1850 were acqui- 
esced in for the reason that the Democratic con- 
vention and Franklin Pierce assured is, it was 


| the last great finality, and as all our territory was 


provided fer, the disturbing question could never 
arise. Searcely had his pledge reached the ex- 
treme of the Union, when, like a shock of thunder 
in a clear sky, the public mind was startled with 
the ery of repeal of the Missouri line, and the sea 
of slavery agif&€tion was again lashed into a furi- 
ous foam. ‘To feed the encroaching spirit of ag- 


| gression, the Democratic party had togo mousing 


back thirty years in order to find some law to 
repeal to satisfy its insatiable desire. Congres- 
sional restriction stood between the slave breeders 


| and the golden shores of California, and it receded 


at their command. The compromise line which 
your fathers and ours then planted as a barrier on 
which might break and rebound the dark and ad- 
vancing wave of slavery, stood between them and 
the rolling prairies of Kansas and Nebraska. And 
the edict went forth for its demolition for no other 
object than the spread of slavery. It lay within 
their reach, and they supposed would be an easy 
prey to their peculiar insututions. 
The sword that was to strike down the barrier 
to slavery was to be drawn from the scabbard of 
popular sovereignty. This new doctrine was the 
rallying cry of the Democracy of 1856, and was 
indorsed in Mr. Buchanan’s letter of acceptance. 
Who then believed it was a myth, and meaning- 
less? Were the northern Democrats told that 


| this new opinion was to be supplanted in less than 


resolutionsat Utica, he would none of it, butdesired || 


to meet at Philippi. Let him beware; for on that | 
field may appear to him the ghostof the murdered | 
Cesar. It might not have been at the base of 
Pompey’s pillar he stabbed the principles he so | 
earnestly and eloquently—and his followers be- 
lieved honestly—professed; but they stood be- 
tween him and the aim of his ambition 

Did any northern Democrat, Hunker, or Barn- 
burner dream, in July, 1848, that neither Con- | 
gress nor the peepee could exclude slavery from 
the Territories? No, sir; not one. Greene C. 
Bepmees> MRPs I believe, was never suspected by | 
friend or foe of having any abolition tendencies, 
the hardest granite in the quarry, receiving an 
invitation from Mr. Joun Cocurane to address a | 

olitical meeting, most respectfully declined. In | 
bie letter he said: : 

“ Slavery cannot exist where there is no positive law to 
uphold it. Itis not necessary that it should be forbidden ; 


it is enough that it is notspecially authorized. Statelaws 
have no exua territorial authority; and a law of Virginia | 


four years, and that they must surrender at dis- 
cretion and recede from the position they honestly 
sustained ? 

The South was again beaten at her own game, 
‘** for the wicked is snared in the work of his own 
hands;’’ but the victory cost northern freemen 
treasure and blood. The power she so much cov- 
eted passed from her reach, and by the retribution 
of a wise Providence, she was not allowed to reap 
the hopes of her folly and wickedness: 

“Like Dead sea fruits, 
They turned to ashes on the lips.” 

Twice had she struck down the monuments of 
the past to gratify her unholy lust for gain and 
power, and twice was she prevented from reach- 
ing the crown. The South could have no rest 
while Mordecai sat at the king’s gate; while the 
prohibitory clause guarded the freedom of the 
western plains; but she perished on the gallows 
erected for another. Freedom could not be over- 
come by all the power of fraud, of unjust legisla- 
tion, and a willing Executive; then she must be 
bound and taken in the temple of justice, and 
throttled by a political decision. 

Calhoun and Buchanan, in the Senate of the 
United States, assumed it as a cardinal faith of 
the Democratic party, that one codrdinate depart- 
ment of the Government could not control the 
exercise of the other while acting in its proper 
sphere. 

When did South Carolina experience a baptism 
into this new love and undying allegiance to the 
merging of all departments of Government into the 
judiciary? Has she forgotten that, in her nulli- 
fying ordinance of 1832, she went so far as to pre- 
hibit any appeal, or the transmission of one rec- 
ords, from her State courts te the Supreme Court 
of the United States, under pain of fine and im- 
prisonment? : 

Let me not be misunderstogd. I yield tono man 
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in my devotion to the laws and judicial decisions; || 


but J claim the right to seek the repeal of an un- 
justlaw, or the reversal of a decision which shocks 
the humanity of the nation. This very hour, 
Virginia is waging an irrepressible conflict in the 


court of appeals, in the State of New York, to | 
nullify one of the humane laws of that State, so | 
that slavery may be allowed the right, in defiance | 
of State laws, to roam throughout the Union. | 


And when Virginia, as she undoubtedly will, not- 


withstanding her clamor for State rights, carries | 


the Lemmon case to the Supreme Courtof the Uni- 


ted States, that court will sustain Virginia, and | 


then all the States will be slave. Even to so out- 
rageous a decision, we would not propose armed 
or factious resistance. We would obey it; but, at 
the same time, we would indulge the hope that 
the awakening of the public mind, the arousing 
of arighteous indignation, would send some rays 
of light down into the subterranean vaults from 
whence Dred Scott decisions emanate; that the 
conscience and judgment of the court would seé 
the folly and wickedness, and reverse its own 
decisions. 

We will obey the law, right or wrong; but when 
we feel and believe it to be wrong, we must be 
allowed an effort to make it right. 

The records of the world show that the last 
and most insidious attacks made on the rights of 
the people have been through the jgdiciary. How 


often has ** man looked for judgment and beheld | 


oppression.’’ The history of England is full of 


admonition. We cannot forget the Star Cham- 


ber and the High Commission; with what avidity | 
English judges were ready to obey the behests of 


English monarchs, whether to confiscaté property 
or to sacrifice life. The Divine right of kings re- 


ceived judicial acknowledgment from the judges | 


of Charies I., and the right of Parliament to tax 
the American colonies was protected by the bench. 


What faith now are the followers of the Demo- | 


cratic party called upon to profess? Said Mr. 


fverson, a few days since, in the Senate Cham- | 


ber: 


**T wish the Democratic party was purer and better than 
itis. faim afraid it is becoming itself, if not corrupt, at 
least corruptible.”’ 


On another occasion: 


** But I believe that the greater portion of the northern 
Democratic party—those who belong to that organization 
in the northern States—are to-day as rotten as the Black 
Republicans.”’ 

Corrupt, rotten—expressive adjectives. I make 
no such charges; but a dignified, venerable, gray- 


headed Democratic Senator thus solemnly ar- | 
raigns the northern Democracy. Ata later day, | 


to point his former speeches, he adds: 


“The large portion, if not the whole, of the northern De- | 


mocracy are unsound. [ mean on the question of territorial 


rights; their position is quite as fatal to the rights of the | 


southern States as the Wilmot proviso itself.’’ 


It is for me to 
** Nothing extenuate, 
Nor set down aught in malice.” 
I only desire the Democracy to see to what in- 
dignities they must be subjected, if they manifest 


any unwillingness to bow down and worship this | 
black Juggernaut of slavery. Unsound, rotten, 

corrupt! ‘To show that slavery propagandism || 
controls the Democratic party, and is now mold- | 
ing its destinies, only notice that Mr. Buchanan, | 


in his late message, says: 


“ | cordially congratulate you upon the final settlement, | 
by the Supreme Court of the United States, of the question | 
of slavery in the Territories. The right has been estab- | 
lished of any citizen to take his property, ef any kind, in- | 


eluding slaves, into the common Territories belonging 
equally to all the States of the Confederacy, and to have it 


protected there under the Federal Constitution. Neither | 


Congress nor a Territorial Legislature, nor any human 
power, has any authority to annul or impair this vested 
right.” 


Task the Democratic party, where now is your 


popular sovereignty ? Where the right of the peo- | 


ple of the Territories ? What will become of that 
seve who were leaders of the radical Barn- 
U 


urners? What a record will stare them in the | 
face! Free-Soilers in 1848, popular sovereignty | 
| 


men in 1856, denyers of both in 1860. 
When did you, gentlemen, first incorporate this 


dogma in your creed? Did you believe it when | 


you begged from Congress the privilege to retake 
your slaves in the Territories? Did you believe 


it in 1854-55-56, when, at the sacrifice of much 1 
money and blood, you were determined to force | 
slavery into Kansas? If the people in that Terri- | 
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i 
tory had no right to exclude slavery, you would 
| never have waged so cruel and unnatural a war- 
fare. Why did you struggle, if the Constitution 
gave you all you could obtain after a hard-fought 
victory? No, gentlemen, you never believed it; 
not for one moment. It was not until defeat stared 
| you in the face in Kansas, that you sought toarm 
| yourself with a last and doubtful resort. 
Within a few weeks the Legislature of Ne- 
braska, by law, prohibited slavery therein; and 
the willing tool of this Administration vetoed the 
bill.. The people of that Territory, now number- 
_ing some forty or fifty thousand, along whose 
| rivers villages and cities are springing up as if by 
| magic, whose prairies are teeming with the fruits 

of free and educated industry, are told that they 


cannot frame their domestic institutions, even to || 


| keeping back ** the bitter water that causeth the 
curse.” 

Only a few days since the Legislature of Kan- 
| sas enacted a law prohibiting slavery within the 
| Territory,and another pliant Administration-pro- 
| slavery Executive vetoes thy bill; and that people, 
‘|| who were assured by the Democratic party on 
| this floor, a year ago, that they had age and ex- 
perience and numbers sufficient to assume the 
rights and position of a sovereign State, if they 
| would only submit to a constitution recognizing 
human bondage, are now told that they have no 
inherent or delegated power to stop the tread of 
the slave hunter. Yet what Democratic leaders, 
what Democratic organs, even in the free States, 
dare rebuke the insolence and spurn the outrage ? 
Possibly you may turn on us and say, why do 
we object, that we were opposed to the Nebraska 
bill? You told us, in 1854, that the men of the 
North, in 1820, opposed the Missouriline; granted. 
Did that give you the right, when you wrenched 
' all but that from ls, to turn and steal that little 
also. And when, again, you drive us to the wall, 


fare on the soil of the Territories; and, while we 
|| protest that you leave us so little, must we qui- 
etly submit that you should finally come and de- 
spoil us even of that? 

It is due to truth to say that, in the circle of the 
‘| Democratic family, on this subject there is an ir- 


the meaning of the Constitution; quarrel about 


|, the Cincinnati platform, sceming to forget it was | 


| designed to have a northern as well as southern 
|| exposure; and have a furious contest as to what 
| has been decided by the Dred Scott decision. This 
| 
' 


| opinion on this slavery question. You may claim 
4 it, as did Galileo and Wickliffe, at the risk of the 
anathemas of a religious despotism. See the po- 
|| litical executions of the last two years. No mat- 
|| ter how humble the man, how unimportant his 
|| situation, if he suffered the least glimmer of anti- 
slavery sentiment he must be excluded from the 
pale of the party as a warning to all others that 
a like rebellion should merit and receive a like 
| fate. 

|| Pause for a moment, and see the positions Dem- 
| ocratic leaders must assume in waging this un- 
| holy war to extend slavery. Senator Jerrernson 
Davis said, in Mississipp1, in July last: 

“Thus, for a long period error scattered her seed broad- 
east, while reason in over confidence, stood passive. The 
recent free discussion by the press and on the forum have 
dispelled delusions which had obscured the minds of a gener- 


ation, until even among Ourselves it was more easy to find 
the apologist than the defender.” 


Alexander H. Stephens, the acknowledged 
leader of the Democracy on this floor during the 
last Congress, said in Georgia, in June last: 


** Negroslavery is but in its infancy; itis a mere problem 





|| grant that the public men of the South were once against it, 
but they did not understand it.’’ 


Negro slavery in its infancy! That fact must 
be consoling to those exceedingly pious gentle- 
men who are claiming for African slavery a Divine 
origin from the curse denounced against Canaan 
in the frantic rage of Noah’s delirium. In its in- 
fancy! when gentlemen justify it because it has 
existed in all ages of the world. The gentleman 
|, from South Carolina, [Mr. Kerrr,] on this floor, 
|| adds his testimony: 

* The sentiments which the great men of the Revolution 
|| entertained upon the question of slavery, are immateriai to 


me. The institution had not been discussed ; jts charaeter 
i and capacities had not been tested ; besides, were im- 


{ 


and take all but the uncertain privilege of pop- | 
ular*rights, and tell us we must wage the war- | 


repressible conflict now waging; they differ about | 


organization will allowno toleration of individual | 


of our Government; our fathers did not understand it. I 





_Mareh 7, 


| bued with the influence of the French encyclopedists, and tcpre 


| ted by the abstracti i 
i _— y the abstractions of the Declaration of Indepth 
'| The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 


| said: Ssnru) 


“The gentleman refers to the sentiments of distinguish. 
revolutionary men, and asks me if I repudiate them, ‘ 


| many of those sentiments, of course, I repudiate ; mon 
| these sentiments are false in philosophy and unsound in fo yof 


_ As gentlemen daily pass through the rotunda 
| of this Capitol do they ever pause to consider th, 

magnificent painting representing their fathers in 
Congress signing this now vilified Declaration of 
'| Independence? Why, sir, since the world began 
|| save the band of Apostles gathered with Chris 
| at the last supper, never has there been convened 


| so grave, deliberate, and determined a body of 


Sir, 


| men. When you are in the presence of the life-likts 

1 representation of your patriot fathers, then there 
|| must come’ down a withering rebuke from the 
|| silent canvas reproving your ingratitude and jp. 
| fidelity, in stigmatizing the work before them as 
| abstractions, and the frenzies of French encyclo. 
|| pedists. 


| _ Sir, such impiety needs only the rebuke of si. 
'| lence. Where are the Danites who assassinato 
|| men ifthey are suspected of slandering the history 
'| of the South? Who now are the cold-blooded 
|| slanderers of your history and the memory of 
| your great men? Why not seize your canes, and 
|| clutch your knives, and drive such men from 
your borders? 

Has it come to this—the solemn declaration of 
your own fathers you call generalities and ab. 
stractions; their well-settled principles of freedom 
you stigmatize as delusions; their established 
policy and laws you rebuke under the insolent 
arrogance that the public men of the South “ did 
not understand the system of negro slavery;’’ aud 
| that, in face of the fact that for years they had 
|| been struggling against the despotism of royalty 
to suppress slavery and the slave trade? 

You have a right to change your views and 
‘condemn your fathers. We have a right to pursue 
their policy and venerate their memories. For 
| this, you may reproach and proscribe,and deprive 
us of all participation in the administration of this 
|| Government; yet you cannot control us by threats 


1 
| 


|| of danger, or blandishments of power. "For us, 
|| **Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim 
| better than the vintage of Abi-Ezer?”’ 

| Do you ever reflect upon the treason of your 
insane threats? Said the member from South Car- 
olina, [Mr. Kertr:] 


‘<The South will resist to the overthrow of the Govern- 
ment the ascendency of the Republican party. Should the 
Republican patty succeed at the next presidential election, 
my advice to the South is to snap the cords of the Union at 
once and forever.”’ 


Said the member from Mississippi, [Mr. Da- 
vis:] : 


* The Black Republieans showed their organized rebellion 
when they presented Frémont as a sectional candidate for 
the Presidency, as a representative of their system of free 
labor in opposition to our system of slave labor. Against 
that rebellion we intend to act; we mean to put it down, 
even if we have to do it wit’a the bayonet. Gentlemen ol 
the Republican party, I warn you: present your sectional 
candidate for 1860, elect him as a representative of yoursys- 

| tem of labor, and we of the South will tear the Constitu- 
| tion into pieces.”? 











| Sir, craze your brain, nerve your arm, precip!- 
| tate this issue upon us, and we are ready. Out 
northern fathers were told by an English officer, 
**Disperse, ye rebels; throw down your arms, 
and disperse.’’? Their answer, if necessary , shall 
|| be our answer. 
He continued: 
«J, to-day, have more affection for an Englishman than 
a Black Republican.” 
‘| Quite likely. Many of the men in the South, 
during the Revolution, experienced the same thrill 
of joy in loving a British red-coat, or a Hessian 
i] child-butcher, better than an American patriot oF 
'| a colonial rebel. i ; 
You also threaten to dissolve the Union in cas? 
| another demand is not complied with. The mem- 
ber from Georgia [Mr. Cnawrorp] said: 

* We have now four million slaves. In some twenty: 
five years hence we will have eight million. We demand 
expansion. We will have expansion, in spite of the Re 
publican party.’’ 

The member from Mississippi [Mt Sivct® 
Ton] said: 

|| We have now four million slaves in fifteen States; W" 
|| will Mn fifty years frém now, htive sixtsen million. But 
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x¢ institution of slavery mist be sustained. Yes, || inrichness. Saving the blight of slavery,“ among 


a 


out  - a . 
ue on will expand this institution; we do hot intend to 
sit; 


be tonfined within our present limits; and there are not 
: o1 enough in all your borders to coerce three miilion | 
armed men in the South.” ' | 
Have you, gentlemen, made any calculation || 
where you will expand your institution when you | 
have withdrawn from the Union? Have you the | 
madness and folly to believe that you could wrest || ee te reo Se Ne 
it from the States who r@ain their allegiance to 1 os 7 —‘., od He oil i a il! bid you ** let the 
the Constitution and Government? || people go;” an e will lead them to a land of 
There is yetanother plank in this modern Dem- | ey, elie ' 
ocratic platform. Mr. Keirt adds: | , ‘phon the s ee in or cases, kisses the 
« {is also incontrovertible that all the inhabitants of a | freed that Se dic um, an preters. his eg to 
state cannot be educated ; the ordinance of God condemns | reedom. So did the Israelites, even w ren the 
mankind to labor, and certain menial occupations are in- Lord was their pillar of cloud by day and fire by 
| 


| the smooth stones of the stream is thy portion;”’ 
into the mountains, struggles with the quarry, 


Be content to let slavery wear itself out on your 
own soil. You may suffer plagues and pestilence; 


compatible with mental cultivation.”’ 


Does the slaveholder impiously claim to be || yokes and flesh-pots of Egypt. Ages of oppres- 
above mankind, so as to be beyond the reach of 

the ordinance of God? Are you so privileged 
and exalted an order that you are not required to 


yield allegiance to that ordinance? You insist | 


sist. 
** Prolonged eifturance tames the bold.”? 


' 
| 
| 
| 
i . . 
| _Byron makes Bonnivard, the brave prisoner of 
Canaan shall be kept under the curse of excited |} Chijlon, to say: 
rc » what right do you endeavor to skul 
Noah. By what right do you . k “It was, at length, the same to me, 
Fettered or fetteriess to be; 
{ learned to love despair. 
} My very chains and I grew friends; 
So much a long communion tends 
To make us what we are.”’ 
| 


from the ordinance, given by the Almighty him- | 
self; ‘tin sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days | 
of thy life; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou) 
eat bread, till thou return unto the ground?’’ This 
explains the hostility of southern Democracy to 
free men, free labor, and free schools. 

Freemen—laboring men of the North—and, if || 
it be not treasonable, of the South, are you will- 
ing to aid in extending into the common Territo- 
rics a system whose corner-stone is the ignorance 
of the people, and which will establish the policy 
that labor ** is incompatible with mental cultiva- 
tion?’’ Mustthe honest-hearted laborer, as he reads 
the record of science, history, and government, in 
a free press, and around whose humble fireside, 
after the toil and sweat of the day, from the va- 
rious libraries of the land, are poured out the treas- 
ures of all ages; and in the mind of his child, if 
there be a diamond, it will be developed by edu- 
cation, and finally shine in his country’s history: 
is he to be told that mental cultivation is incom- 
patible with labor? , 

And you now declare, in case this system of 
oppression and ignorance be not expanded, you 
will sever every tie that binds the Union. You 
say you have counted the costs. Have you the 
vision ofa seer, to reach far down through coming 
time and see all the horrors of such an event? 
They will not end in decades, centuries, or cycles. 
If you force dissolution upon us we can only 
hope— 


ties, and declare they will not submit. We are 
now told, *‘ Dare you but exercise the rightof free- 
men, in a clear and constitutional mode; elect for 
President a man of your choice, and believe in the 


dogs of war shall be let loose upon you.’”’ Al- 
ready you are making appropriations of thousands 


mustering forces, as you say, to threaten and 
coerce the North. You may bind in chains the 
| body of your slave; you may subject him to the 


lence of long-enjoyed power, you seck to coerce 


slaves. 

** Must I give way and room to your rash choler? 

Shall 1 be frightened when a madman stares ?”’ 
Wemeet youinnounkind spirit. We desire that 
no ** son of man’’ should ‘* prophesy against the 
forest of the South field.’’ We are glad that you 
are commencing to live on your own account; 
that is the true wealth of nations. We are grati- 
fied that you are weaving your own garments; 
itis true they look a little rough at present, but 





“If it were done, when ’tis done, then *tvvere well 
It were done quickly.” 


On this subject, how appropriate to-day is the ||-S"°° wems Kynar you much aid. 


| 
language of Lewis Cass and Daniel S. Dickin- >: . 
oe : gg a e of jts neighbors. 
son on the Ist day of March, 1847, in the Senate || ©"Ly Ob #8 nels 
Chamber. Said the former, speaking of dissolu- | 
tion: 7 
mode and manner of its use; for now, in your 

“That word has got to be quite a common one in 3 
« e 


national vocabulary. It frightened me once; but I h 
feen it so often that its face has become quite familiar, and 
does not inspire the least dread. I recognize it as an old 
acquaintance, changing from time to time its drapery, but 
still preserving its identity. Our censtituents, the Ameri- 
can people, will take care of us and the crisis, too, and 
they will still take care of the Union, and guard it from any 
unholy touch.” 
The latter said: 


“T have no gloomy forebodings over the dissolution of 
the Union ; politicians could not dissolve it, if they would; | 
and would not, if they could. It willlive on, sir, leng after 
We are laid in the dust. Pillar after pillar shall strengthen 
and adorn the edifice, while others, the venerable and gray- 
headed, who are yet unborn, shall occupy these seats, and 
these walls echo to their vV@ice.”’ 


Why will you not, then, heed fhe counsel of 
the statesmen of the past and present? You pro- 
fess much sympathy for the free laborers of the 
North, and brand them as white slaves. Take 
within your sympathies the free whites of the 
South, and unite with us to give them free homes 


in the West. Insist not upon your expansion |) a. } : 

: “war a. ee || have crowned a king in your Capitol. 

wie nor plant “ in soil a rae a || drove five thousand of your men from Bladens- 
il disgrace them; for your own people feel | ms i i 

more keenly than we, that he 4 | burg; and although you knew the design of the 


“The badge of the slave is the scorn of the free.” 


ecru not upon us the folly of your weakness. 
net not the North. You possess now more | 
an half the Union, to the exclusion of northern | 
Feemen ; with a climate genial, tonurture the fruigs || 
of the tropics, and a soil rivaling that of the Nite 


travel is exceedingly irksome in your empire, 
especially to the Yankee who is at all fond of the 





the advantages of machinery a time longer. I see 


is toleration and industry to make you a great 
nation. This is well enough, but for your fright- 
ful gasconade. You declare that should a Repub- 
lican President be elected, he never can be inau- 
gurated in this Capitol. How will you prevent 
it? I judge from your military preparation you 
mean force. 
der? You make none south of Delaware. Where 
will you get your fire-arms? South of Mascn-and 
Dixon’s line you manufacture none in all your 
borders. Can you retain it now by force? If 
so, you will do infinitely better than you did in 


LT 
TS 





stopped not to fire a gun in its defense. 


your motives; I but hazard the opinion that, had 
the Capitol stood amid the rocks of New England 
or the rough hills of the North, five thousand of 
| her yeomanry would have struck, and if necessary 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE- 


| while the North wrestles with the waterfall, digs | 


and cultivates, here and there, a fruitful valley. | 


you may harden your hearts, as did Pharaoh; | 


night; for in the wilderness they hankered for the || 


| sion will destroy the ability and inclimation to re- | 


Gentlemen talk about the brute force of majori- | 


teachings of all parties down to 1848, and ‘the || 


to build arsenals, to purchase arms, and are now | 


lash and imprisonment; but when, in the inso- |) 


individual opinion and political action by craven | 
threats, did we yield we would deserve to be || 


persevere. After the lapse of years, ( probably not | 
in your time, but your posterity will see it,) sci- |} 
All arts are rude | 
amonga people which is just assuming independ- | 


Youcannotexpectthe advantages ofmachinery, || 
until some Yankees go down and explain the | 


|| great rage and passport system, the tyranny of || 


free use of his limbs; so you will have to forego || 
by one of your papers, that when you learn to | 


make shoe pegs, then your brogans you will no | 
longer import from the North; all you want new | 


Where will you get your gunpow- | 


1814. The English, then, without any fear, could | 
They || 


enemy was tg invade and burn, you retreated, and | 


I impugn not your courage, nor feflect upon 


‘ 
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perished, in its defense. Since that time, some of 

your people have been very solicitous about the 

archives. You know Governor Wise, in 1856, 

had Frémont been elected President, was pre- 

pared to march with one hundred thousand men 
| to the capital, and seize the archives; but some 
| persons very wickedly suggested that it might be 

the Treasury he was after. Impossible! who ever 

alleged that a southern Democrat was actuated by 
| mercenary motives? You say you will magnan- 
| imeusly withhold the blow if we will consent that 
| the Constitution recognizes property in man, and 
| the corresponding right to take it into all the Ter- 
| ritories of the Union. That we never can do, for 
| our fathers never did, but guarded carefully against 
any such implication. Madison said ‘* he would 
not consent that the Constitution should recognize 
the idea of property in man.”” 

In the Constitution the word “servitude” was 
stricken out, and the word “ service’’ unanimously 
inserted: the former being thought to.express the 
| condition of slaves, and the latter the obligations 
| of free persons. The term “‘legally’’ waserased, 
because it was thought eqyivocal, and favoring 
the idea that slavery was legal in a moral view, 
and ‘* under the laws thereof ’’ substituted. Why, 
then, should we admit what our fathers never con- 
ceded? The Constitution merely recognizes the 
right of each State, and the obligations of sister 
States, to restore her fugitives, whether from ser- 
| vice or justice; and as by this provision it did 
| not pretend to designate what might or might not 
be crimes, leaving that with each State, any State 
|| might make a new and additional enumeration 
of crimes, and have her rights respected under this 
provision. Sothe Constitution did not legalize and 
sanction existing forms of labor any further than 
protecting each State in her systems of labor, 
| whatever they might be; and should new forms 
of labor be introduced in a State, they would be 
|| protected in the rendition provision, and the Con- 
| stitution not be chargeable with the folly or wis- 
dom of existing or new forms of labor. 

The white men of the North are now excluded 
from fifteen slave States of the Union; they are 
driven from your borders simply because er 
exercise the right of thought and speech. Such 
as South Carolina, Georgia, and Kentucky are, 
you sought to make California, Oregon, and Kan- 
sas. While you claim the right to carry into the 
common Territories your slaves, and the local 
law which creates them, and the public opinion 
which sustains it, you deny to the men of the 
North the right to take what is dearer to them 
| than property—their principles. You deny them 
the free use of the mails; you exercise a censor- 
ship of the press and inquisition of individual 
thought, more revolting than a Russian despotism. 
Even here, in the calmness of deliberation, the dis- 
| tinguished gentleman from the noble State of Mis- 
| souri, where the bonds of slavery are weakening 
| and dissolving, where the steam engine is puffing 
the dark wave to the remote South, [Mr, Anpen- 
8@N,] said: 

“<1 now predict that, unless a revolution shall take place 
in the public sentiment of the North, of which I have now 
no hope, within the next twelve months, no man trom that 
section of the Union will be permitted f travel through the 
southern States, unless he brings with him evidences of 
conservative feelings and sentiments towards the people of 
the South and its domestic institutions.’’ 
|| These, sir, are the liberal principles of that 
|| party, which knows no North, no South, no 

Bast, no West, and is self-boasting in the virtues 
|| of a great nationality, and clamorous over the fact 
| that Frémont had no electoral votes in the fifteen 
|| States where just such intolerance as has been 
thundered in our cars dominates over all. Re- 
move the despotism of opinion and anarchy of 
violence from your-own people, and an unfettered 

| judgment in your own States would rally thou- 
1 sands around the standard of free labor, free 

schools, and free soil. See the once proud State 
_of Virginia laying her hands on the mails and 
authorizing some prejudiced justice to sit in judg- 
| ment and condemn to the flames al! publications 
| that excite his ire. And this, beyond all things, 

shows the outrage and enormity of the system, 
which cannot be sustained, except upon the de- 
| struction of all those rights which should be the 
| boast of a free people. 
|| A few years ago a half-naturalized Hungarian 
|| was seized in Smyrna by Austria, and claimed as 
| a criminal against her laws. This nation was 
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aroused, and American cannon would have echoed 
along the classic shores of the Mediterranean, and 
American blood crimsoned her waters, had a hair 
of Martin Koszta’s head been injured. Mr. Buch- 
anan is begging for the Army and Navy to re- 
dress the rights of American citizens in Mexico 
and Central America; yet here, within the States, 
upon the citizens thereof, outrages are committed 


which should mantle the checks of barbarism with | 
shame, and no lamentation comes from the soli- | 


citous Executive. This system of outrage, this 
reign of terror, you seck to extend over all the 
laid. 

You charge upon the North an occasional out- 
break of disorder, for which the guilty are duly 
punished, while your own people violate the laws 
of your State and the natural rights of the white 
man, condemning him without trial, and inflict- 
ing barbarous punishment without judicial judg- 
ment and sentence. Some men of South Carolina 


arrested a free white laborer, mobbed him in the | 


strecis of their eity, subjected him to stripes at 
the hands of a slave; all in violation of the laws 
ofthe State. You may boast of your chivalry, but 
such men are dastarde, whom it would be “ base 
flattery to call cowards.’’ The slave-trader lands 
a cargo of merchandise from Africa, and your 


juries refuse to punish the pirate. A few months | 


ago, a woman with a sick child was driven from 
a village of Georgia, because she had written to 
her friends at the North her impressions about 
slavery. A whole community, the Bereans, were 
exiled from the soil of Kentucky for no crime; 
they were only obnoxious in entertaining the 
opinions proclaimed by Washington and Jeffer- 
son. Are such the men you propose arming to 
seizo the Capitol and archives? Rest assured, 


braver men than they fled from the British in | 


181} 4. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. The gentleman 
Mr. VAN WYCK. The gentleman must ex- 





cuse me. 


Mr.CRAWFORD. The gentleman has stated || 


as a fact-—— 

Mr. VAN WYCK. 
cuse me. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 
man te state as a fact, that a woman was driven 
from Georgia with a sick child. 


The gentleman must ex- 


and I do not believe a’ word of it. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. The gentleman does not 


read the papers, then; that ts all I have to answer. | 


Mr. CRAWFORD. Will the gentleman give 
the authority for his assertion ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I will furnish it some 
other time. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Then you have no au- 
thority with you. 


Mr. BINGHAM. He says he has it not here. | 


Mr. VAN WYCK. Your despotism is as gall- 
ing upon the whites asthe blacks. Slavery must 
prescribe what books they shall read. Your pop- 


ulation isabouteight million; yet youcontrol their | 


destinies, and compel their opinions. How many 
men from the South on this floor are non-slave- 
holders? How many in the Senate, and among the 
foreign sppataalinn? Your soil was invaded by 
Brown and a few followers, and Virginia is con- 
vulsed from center tocircumference. In violation 


of all law, your citizens were shot down, and you | 
had a right to feel outraged and indignant. Gov- || 
ernor Wise headed the Virginia militia; the Fed- || 
eral Exccutivesent sixteen marines, whocaptured || 
Brown; about thesame number, I believe, Jackson |! 
sent, in 1832, to conquer South Carolina, and place | 


her in her proper orbit in the political heavens, In- 


nocent women and children were murdered in Kan- | 


sas; her virgin soil was moistened with the blood 
of free-State men, and the light of her burning 
dwellings flamed against the midnight sky. The 
Executive was implored ; but Pierce, upon look- 


ing through the Constitution, could find no au- | 


I understand the gentle- | 


! I desire to say | 
that I never heard of it before; it is news to me; | 


; 


| in Kansas, by men having no claim to manhood 


—————— 


| at this day, no American child reads the histor 


| slavery isa Divine institution. Never, sir; never. 








thority to interfere; and the darkest page of our | 


history was written in blood. A slave gets loose, 
and is committing grand larceny by runningaway 
with himself; no necessity for consultation then; 


the lightning flashes the message to use the land | 


and naval force to restore the fleeing fugitive, and 


the court-house of a free Commonwealth is sur- | 


rounded by bayonets and chains. Your homes 
in Virginia were invaded; we regret and sym)a- 
thize with yeu; but have you ne regrets or sym- 





\ 


,, when almost all was lost, but courage and hope, 
| the young, the brave, and accomplished English | 


| equal, and that each has an inalienable right to 





pathies for the homes, just as sacred as yours, in- 
vaded in Africa?) Had you tears for the children | 
that were rendered fatherless and the wives wid- | 
owed and driven shelterless, upon the open prairie 


but the name? 

You reproach the North because, while we con- | 
demn the crime, we admire the noble qualities of 
manhood which Brown possessed. Your own 
Wise did as much: he said he was *‘ brave, hon- 
est, and sincere;”’ and is it no cause of regret that 
such noble traits should be wasted in a reckless 
enterprise? You think it impossible that the man 
can be separated from the ctime. Do you not 
remember, in the darkest hour of the Revolution, 


officer descended to the character of a spy, and, | 
through Arfold’s treachery, well-nigh eclipsed 
therising sun of our independence? Can the mind 
conceive a greater crime, not only against Amer- 
iea, but freedom and the world? He was arrest- 
ed, tried, and executed; and notwithstanding the | 
enormity of the offense, Washington and his gen- | 
erals, and the American people, sympathized 
with the heroic bearing and gallant address of the 
criminal; they overlooked the spy, and thought 
of the grand nobility of his manhood; and, had it 
not been for the exigency of the public service, 
would gladly have pardoned the offender. And 


of hiscountry, but drops atear on the page which 
records the fate of Anite. 

You ask the men who are born amid the free 
institutions of the North, where repose is given 
to theircradled hours in songs of universal liberty, 
whose limbs are strengthened by the air from the 
bold mountains, and whose hearts are warmed to 
all mankind by the lessons of the Revolution and 
the teachings of the Saviour, to restrain their anti- 
slavery sentiments, and believe, with you, that 





There is no attribute of the Almighty, no com- 
mand of His word, no spirit of His gospel, that 
can tolerate such a sentiment. ‘ Ye shall not 
respect persons in judgment; ye shall hear the 
small as well as the great; ye shall not be afraid 
of the face of man,’’ was among the bill of rights 
God gave to the Jewish people. ‘*A new com- 
mand give I unto you, that ye love one another; 
whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them,”’ was the great char- 
ter for man’s guidance, given by the Saviour to 
both Jew and Gentile; to all the world. <A neces- 
sary corollary of these great nee led, in 
many years, to the enunciation, in the Declaration 
of American Independence, thatall menare created 


life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

While you eclipse the mind and dwarf the soul, 

ou concede to the slave, both in prohibiting to 

:im all means of knowledge by reading, and ad- 

mitting him to be subject to the saving power of 
the atonement; you say that slavery is a great 
missionary instituuon, redeeming from heathen- 
ism and converting to Christianity; you say that 
slaves become Christian men;thatthe Bible teaches 
slavery. Why, then, do you not allow them to 
read that Bible, so they may comfort the unful- 
filled longings of their souls, by a full realization 
that their Jot is the will of the Almighty, and 
‘*thus saith the Lord’’ hath enjoined it. 

The distinguished gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Keirr,] after arrogating to the South 
all the glory of arts, and arms, and literature, ac- 
quired by the nation, then adds, speaking of the 
North: 


** What achievements of arms have illustrated their ¢s- 
eutcheons? Sir, ifa northern army should come down to 
subjugate the South, it will be the first one in our history 
that encamped on southern soil. Will it come now, when 
it did notcome in the trials of the Revolution? In 1781, 
when all the forces of the British were gathering upon the 
soil of Virginia, what help had she from the North ?” 

The gentleman is evidently alarmed at his own 
shadow. Sir, it has never been thought or inti- 
mated that we are to susjugate the South, “What 
achievements ofarms have illustrated theirescutch- 
eons?”’ Has the gentleman forgotten the battle- 
fields of the Revolution and the war of 1812? 1 | 
will not charge that he willingly seeks to cast an 
imputation on the patriotism and courage of our 
fathers. While honor the memory of his ances- 


tors, 1 would rescue that of my own from unjust 
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aspersions, and hur] back the calumny j ho 
of its author. I regret that, in the blinds 
fanaticism, and a reckless sectionality, the digtj 
guished gentleman should malign the northern, 
patriots of the Revolution. oe 

Sir, I will indulge in no unkind remark to wound 
the feelings of any man; but the charge must be 
met, and history vindicated, let the censequene 
fall where and as they may. One other pies. 
man spoke of Massacl®setts burning witches is 
the ancient times. Does he not know that your 
own people burn slaves at the stake, and it seems 
to awaken no horror in your minds? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 pronounce the 
gentleman a liar and scoundrel. 1 pronounce the 
gentleman’s assertion false—utterly false. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. My time is short, ang | 
hope not to be interrupted. 

Mtr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. You have no right 
to utter such foul and false slanders. " 

Mr. GARTRELL. I rise to a point of order. 
It is thatno member upon this floor has a right to 
libel the people of any section of this country 
and then deny to the en of that peo- 
ple the right te rth pronounce the assertion 
made by the gentleman false and unfounded. 
[Cries of **Order!”’ on the Republican side.] 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Ihave heard such words 
before, and I am not to be disturbed or interfered 
with by any blustering of that sort. I am not 
here to libel any part of the Union. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Will you go out. 
side of the District of Columbiaand test the ques. 
tion of persona! courage with any southern man? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I travel anywhere, and 
without fear of any one. For the first eight weeks 
of this session, you stood upon this floor contin- 
ually libeling the North and the people of the five 
States, charging them with treason, and all man- 
ner of crimes, and now you are thrown into great 
rage when I tell you a few facts. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. Chairman— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
York cannot be interrupted, except by a point of 
order; and the Chair appeals to gentlemen of the 
committee not to violate the rules of the House. 
The Chair trusts they will not do so. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I shall observe 
them, sir, if others do; but I certainly will not 
permit southern people to be slandered. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. If gentlemen are so sen- 
sitive in regard to their own feelings, I ask them 
to be as sensitive also to the feelings of others, If 
they were, we would not have had such whole- 
sale denunciations of the people of the North as 
we had during the first eight weeks of this ses- 
sion. 

Massachusetts has able sons to defend her reputa- 
tion; butI do know she was first to light the flames 
of the Revolution; and I believe she will be the last 
to desert the watch-fires of the Union. The elo- 
quent gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Borexen,| 
in, his endeavor to fasten an unkind imputation 
off the North, in my judgment misconceived his- 
tory when he said Virginia, in 1775, sent succor 
to Massachusetts. There was no narrow section- 
alism in those days. When the militia of his 
native county marched to Massachusetts, it was 
to fight the battles of Virginia; it was to vindicate 
the rights, and strike down the enemies of Vir- 
ginia. The battle for your rights, gentlemen, was 
fought on northern soil; your homes, for a long 
while, were untouched by the foreign invader; for 
many years your buildings were left free from the 
torch of the Hessian incendiaries; your women 
from indignities, and your helpless children from 
acruel death. All this wa#€ustained in the North; 
her commercé dismantled; her fields laid waste; 
her towns and villages sacked and burned, her un 
offending children and women massacred. Could 
the men of the South do less than rush to the aid 
of their own cause by succoring Massachusetts? 
The impulse of freedom was equally sirong 12 
Virginia and Massachusetts; it was the cause 
the United Colonies; but Massachusetts then, as 
now, for her hatred of tyranny, was specially des- 
ignated as the victim, and led the van in freedom § 
army. Your fathers were not the men to reposé 
ii listless inactivity; and, having no oneeay at 
home to fight, they were willing to spill their blood 
and lay their bones on the cold hills ef the North. 
Let him be anathema, maranatha,'who is not will 
inf to do justice to you and them. 
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The glory of the men of the Revolution, from 


th, Itisaunion of glory which can never be 
dissolved. It belongs to the world, wherever lib- 
or y is worshiped, and Freedom receives the in- 
cense of her struggling millions. Sir, no enmity, 


They are as far above your reach as the bold and 
heaven-defying eagle is above the earth-crawling 
and hissing serpent. You boast, and you have 
aright to boast, that you gave usa Washington; 


and, like Moses of old, he led our armies to the | 
romised land; but his Joshuas and Aarons he 


.d from the North. Because you gave usa 


athere : i 
Washington, and his bones rest on southern soil, 


we mean to preserve the Union forever. Meunt 
Vernon and Monticello shall long,e the Mecca 
and Medtha of the northern pilgrim. 


Washington was clothed with absolute power | 
over the Army. When he thought you wanted | 
a general, he sent you Lincoln, then Gates. : At || 
Camden you hada sufficiency of troops. Your || 
army numbered four thousand, and the enemy | 


two thousand; yet you were overborne. I would 


scorn to charge it to a lack of courage. Then he | 


sent the old Quaker of Rhode Island, General 
Greene, and he saved the men of Carolina. 

After the attack on Charleston, in 1776, you 
were free from a foreign foe until 1779. Then the 
enemy removed a part of his forces to the South, 
because he expected sympathy and succor from 


the Carolinas and Georgia, on account of the great | 
number of tories in those States; and he did re- | 


- 


ceive it. At the battle of King’s Moyptain, in the 
enemy’s rank of fifteen hundred, probably thir- 
teen hundred were Carolina and Georgia tories; 
hence the opening of a new seat of war in the 
South. [ speak not to your injury. No country 
ever produced truer, braver patriots, than the Car- 
olinas and Georgia. They had a stern conflict. 
" They had to fight the English on the coast, and 
> their tory countrymen at the hearthstone. 

The greatest cruelty and spoliation you suffered 
was at the hands of your native tories, and from 
threats of rebellionand violence. I conclude their 


Re 


descendants are numerous on that soil. With their | 


> blood seem to have descended their principles. 
But your brave men and women of the Revolu- 


tion we can never forget. You may proscribe, | 


| inprison, and subject to stripes, our countrymen; 
' distract and divide this great Confederacy ; divorcee 
© yourselves from us with all the bitter, burning 
passions of brotherly hate; yet the memory of 
your dashing Marion, and impetuous Sumpter, 
the heroism of your women at Charleston, will 
be cherished as long as freedom has a shrime in the 
hearts of the American people. 
| —_ Would Washington, the son of Virginia, see 
his mother in jeopardy, and not rush to her relief? 
| In 1781, when Cornwallis appeared in Virginia, 
~ although Clinton had a large fleet in the bay, and 
a large army in the city of New York, with brave 
impetuosity he marched his northern army, com- 
pose@of men of all sections of the Union, and, 
with their tents, they ‘‘encamped on southern 
soil;”’ and the evening of the 18th day of October, 
1781, drew its mantle over the mangled and life- 
less northern soldier on the field of Yorktown. 
Virginia’s visit “had been returned,” and the evi- 


oe 


fy 


| dences were the bones left whitening on your 


sunny plains. Will gentlemen talk of northern 
courage? Where were fought the battles of 1812, 
1813, and 1814? Whence came the seamen that 
humbled the proud navy of England, and gave us 
distinction on the seas? It is true, you had your 
splendid victory at New Orleans; but that did not 
conquer a peace, for the tyeaty was signed before 
that battle was fought. Shill, that did not detract 
from the glory of Jackson, or the valor of his 
troops. In all our wars, the North and the South 
sonjointly achieved+the victory, and are equally 
entitled to the glory. 
Sir, in reading of the men of the Revolution, I 
ave not been wont to limit their patriotism by 
State lines, or estimate their valor by the country 
where born. Whether the rough blasts of the 
North hardened their frames, or a southern sun 
quickened their blood, to me, whether from the 
orth or South, like the men whom Zebah slew 
ting ‘each one resembled the children of a 
alee Withstanding he now claims for the South 
the glory of the past, the same distinguished 


that South Carolina had no history, said: 


|| gentleman, in his own State, in 1856, lamenting || 
hatever section, belongs not to the North or the | 
wi ~ 


“Where is your history? It is yet in tradition. The | 
struggle is coming, the future is gloomy and lowering, and | 


I cannot tell what it will bring forth. Now is the time. | 


| Every memorable people, at all times, have had a history 


" \| written on their monuments, on their pyramids, or in books. 
however malignant, can blacken their memory. || 


| South Carolina has none. A few years ago your greatest 
; man died, The nation mourned, and Clay and Webster 
| strewed flowers upon his tomb. Finally, he came ina ship 
! 


clothed in crape; the State mourned, but no monument 
| rises to mark his fame.”’ 


olina, as faithfully portrayed by one of her most 
eloquent and earnest defenders. Why had Seuth 
Carolina no history ? Why had Calhoun no mon- 
,ument? You will find a ready answer in the acts 
and declarations of your fathers. Now, suchas 


| hereafter to be added tothe Union? Do you wish 


| 
| Such was the mournful condition of South Car- 
| 
| 


| to entail upon them an inheritance, which, in af- 
| ter years, will compel from one of her sons so 
mournful a eulogium ? 


|| ous in their lamentations as tothe heavy burdens 
| they have suffered since the adoption of the Con- 


|| stitution, and that they have now become insup- | 
portable; and they have not the philosophy to say | 
| 


they can— 
‘* Rather bear those ills they have, 
Than fly to others that they know not of.” 

| As we have had Democratic Administrations 
| most of the time of their oppression, now, in order 
to relieve the miseries, real or imaginary, | know 
of no other remedy but a change of rulers; and fer 
their sakes we must make a vigorous effort to re- 
store the Republic to the principles of Madison 
and Jefferson, so that their troubled spirits may 
| find rest. 

You know a certain remnant of northern De- 
mocracy is a faithfulally. Ithas bent and bowed 
at your command. No doubt the old Free-Soil 
leaders believe as they did in 1848; but you must 
now allow them to assume any disguise, adhere 
| to any standard, if they can only be camp-fol- 


it must not be erect and with banners flying; but 


**hole in the wall;’’ but when they enter, they 
will find ‘‘ greater abominations ’”’ than appeared 





| wrap himself in it.’’ Treat them kindly, for they 
speak ‘* half in the speech of Ashdod,”’ and will 
have to lis-, for they ‘“‘cannot frame to pro- 
nounce”’ your shibboleth. 

You taunt us with cowardice; that we have not 
the courage to do as Brown did. May it long be 


not the cou to do wrong. 


“T dare do all that may become a man; 
Who dares do more, is none.”’ 


creation ? 


the forest, in all nations, in every age of the world, 
in all climates, and under all forms of society. 
You never heard of a nation lacking bravery. It 
is not the result of education or religion; but the 
nearer you reach the barbarian and uncivilized, 
the stronger the instinct, the more stubborn the 


death. See the Goths and Vandals, as they poured 
| out of the cold and gloomy recesses of the North 
| and overran the polished Roman empire. See 
| the Russian heart stand unyielding: before the 


North American savage, with soul unsubdued, 
ready to brave all dangers in battle. Your knowl- 
edge of history will teach you that the most un- 
conquerable bravery comes from the cold climates 
and rough regions of northern countries. Again 
I ask, why do gentlemen thus talk? Mark the 
first and second wars with England. Go home, 
and ask the remnant of the gaWant Palmetto regi- 

ment, who received the shock of battle on the 
| plains of Mexico, where stood the New York 
volunteers, who, with them side by side, were in 


South Carolina is, do you wish to make the States | 


lowers of a victorious legion. But you are de- | 
termined, if they enter the Charleston convention, | 


our boast, as it is now our pride, that we have | 


Why this boast of courage? Are you notaware | 
that bravery is an instinct of the man and brute | 
You see it in the gentle wren and the | 
bold eagle, in the tiniest insect and the king of 


| science-directed missiles of the Allies. See the | 


Gentlemen on this floor here have been dolor- || 


as the serpent when he entered the garden. You || 
mean that the only entrance shall be through a | 





in Ezekiel’s vision. They will find ‘that the 
bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself || 
'| on it, and the covering narrower than that he can | 


bravery, the greater indifference to torture and || 





| the thickest of the fight, at Churubusco, Cerro | 
| Gordo, and Chepultepec? and, when your gallant || execution of your fugitive slave law; but I am 
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Butler fell at the head of the regiments of my 
State and yours, northern warriors joined yours 
to carry him from the field, and regret that one 
so brave had fallen. Ask your own regiment 
what they think of northern bravery ? 

In the history of the country you provoked and 
incited a controversy in which you met northern 
| bravery face to face on the plains of Kansas, and 

you quailed before it and fled. Ask your border- 
| ruffian banditti what they think of northern cour- 
age? After the fight at Ossawatomie, where 
Brown received his cognomen, your men cowered 
at the very thought of meeting the stern freemen 
| of the North, sustained by right, in battle array, 
and they made a precipitate flight, not waiting for 
the morning dawn, in spite of just such raunts 
and boasts as you daily make on the fleor of this 
House. Talk no more of northern courage. You 
have felt their steel and seen their metal. They 
went not to meet in bloody strife, but to carve 
| them out homes and fortunes amid those bound- 
less prairies; but you met them as enemies, hedged 
up your highyays, prevented their passage over 
| your rivers by cannon, and compelled them to toil 
with arms in the furrow; ‘ for the builders, efery 
one, had his sword girded by his side, and so 
builded, and half of them held the spears from the 
| rising of the morning till the stars appeared.” 
| Sir, these men went as men of peace: 
* They crossed the prairies, as of old 


Our fathers crossed the sea, 
To make the West as they the East, 


1] The homestead of the free.” 


But, sir, while bravery is an instinct, tru@tour- 
age is the result of an educated head and disci- 
plined breast; not to delight in the exhibition of 
physical ferocity, for mere gratification or per- 
sonal resentment, but courageous from principle, 
_ to resist aggression and defend the right, at all 
hazard and every sacrifice, 

Gentlemen here rebuked the great State which, 
in part, Lrepresent. Sir, she needs no defense 
/atmy hands. Unlike South Carolina, she has a 
| history written in books; also in the blood of her 

fathers, and the battle-fields of the Revolution and 
| the second war; upon her monuments and her 

aqueducts; in all her industrial, commercial, me- 

chanical, manufacturing, benevolent, and educa- 

tional enterprises. It is written upon her mount- 
| ain sides; by the banks of her rivers, and upon her 
| flowing streams; in her thousands of miles of tele- 

graph, railroad, and canal navigation; in her com- 
| merce, that whitens every sea, and floats the stars 

and stripes in every port of the wide, wide world. 
| When did she ever hesitate to respond to the de- 
mands of her country, whether the call was for 
treasure or blood?) The craven, traitorous notes 
of disunion are never heard in her borders, from 
the Canada frontier to the valley of the Susque- 
hanna, from the inland seas to the crested waves 
of the Atlantic. 

Let me speak of my own people—the district I 
more immediately represent. In the days of the 
Revolution, her soil was pressed with the foot of 
the invader, and her women and children felt the 
knife and tomahawk and merciless barbarities of 
savage warfare. Through the valley of the Mam- 
akating and by the mountains of Minisink 

“The mammoth came, the foe, the monster Brandt, 
With all his howling, desolating band.”’ 

On the evergreen mountains and by the crystal 
streams of Sullivan, and in the valleys of Orange, 
rest the bones of those who nobly fought and fell. 
The graves of those brave men have never been 
| violated by the steps of the disunionist, or their 
| long repose disturbed by the sound of rebellion. 
In that district still stands the old mansion occu- 
vied by Washington; in it the same chair in which 
os sat, and the same table on which he wrote his 
celebrated answer to the mutinous letter of Arm- 
| strong, and presented to the world the spectacle 
of an army “ victorious over its enemies, victori- 
ous over itself.”” On the same spot, too, he dis- 
banded his grand army. 

You reproach us because we will not do the me- 
nial service of hunting down your runaway slaves. 
| There is nota man on this floor of your own num- 
| ber who would thus demean his manhood or dis- 
| grace his nobility. In my district there may be 
| two or three men who believe with you that sla- 

very is a Divine institution, and ought to be ex- 

tended. There are none who would resist the 


Se 


at 
I 
{ 
| 
| 


= 





1034 : 


frank and proud to tell rote I do not believe there 
is one who would place 

breast of the fleeing fugitive who is panting for 
liberty as the hart panteth for the water-brooks, 
although there be symbols of ownership, in the 


brand of the master on his cheek, the rust of the | 


iron on his limbs, and the scars of the lash on his 


back. No, sir; I rejoice that there is not one who, | 


if he gave him acup of cold water, would not feel 


that he could claim the blessing, *‘ Inasmuch as | 


e have done it unto one of the least of these my 
Sietian. ve have done it unto me.’’ Not one 
who, if asked for bread, would give him a stone; 
if asked for a fish, would give him a serpent. 

Because we do this, you say we are no longer 
Democrats. The people of the North can read 


and think; they are inaland of churches and free | 


schools. When Pierce, in less than two years 
after his election, betrayed the Democracy into 
the hands of the slave-trader, the people of his 


native New Hampshire—then and now as firm in | 
Democracy as her granite hills are by the sound- | 
ing sea—deserted the organization and rebuked | 


his power. In less than two years after Buchanan 
is ocand. and, outdoing Pierce, is willing to sell 
for less than thirty pieces ofsilver the constitutional 
rights of a free people into the hands of a despotic 
oligarchy, the people of his native Pennsylvania— 
now and then true to the principles bequeathed by 
Jefferson and Madison—seize the hand of the as- 
sassin of the rights of the people. And the De- 
mocracy of the North are firmly planted upon the 


anciewt faith, that freedom is more desirable than | 


servitude. The remote East, from New Hamp- 
shire, stretches forth her arms, and receives a 


welcome from the far West, even from the young | 
sister which is nestled amid the head waters of the | 


Mississippi, and greet each other over the Key- 


iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig 
brass.”’ 

The honorable member from South Carolina, 
{Mr, Asumore,] in his speech on Thursday last, 
in an cloquent and glowing description of the 
South, presented to our imaginations an array of 
as proportions than the grand army Napo- 
eon led to Moscow. They will probably take 


counsel of prudence and remain at home; they || 


Does || 


might find a Russian winter in their path. 
the gentleman, candid and frank as I know him 


to be, forget that portion of history which assures || 


him that many good men in the South: dreaded 
rebellion against England in consequence of the 
insecurity that would follow to slave property? 


that this system of bondage prevented ae paea 


from bestowing the full measure of their abilittes 
to the cause of Independence? that two of the séri- 
ous defeats you cadoed in the South were in con- 
sequence of your chattels suddenly converting 
theniselves into sentient beings, and leading the 
enemy upon your armies? Are not the obstacles 
which your fathers encountered increasing every 
year, not only from the addition of numbers, but 
the intelligence which you say you are implant- 
ing in their minds? Will the slaves quietly stay 
at home and work, while the kind-hearted pa- 
triarchs are engaged in the easy task of chas- 
tising the ** heathen round about?’’ Look at the 
rigors of your fugitive slave law—the cruelties of 
your statutes—the jails in your own cities filled 
with slaves when you are about transporting them 
from place to place—the mother driving the cold 
stcel to the heart of her offspring rather than their 
limbs should be chafed with the chains of endless 
bondage—see within the very shadow of this Cap- 
itol, whjle the Representatives of a great and free 
people are deliberating, innocent, guiltless hu- 
man beings driven, chained in gangs, guarded by 
armed men, and then answer the question. Or 
will you do as did good old Abraham—whose 

atriarchal system you so uch venerate—when 
ne heard Lot wastaken captive, “‘armed his trained 
servants born in his own house, three hundred 
and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan.’’ Try 
it; marshal your black regiments—your trained 
servants: you must be satisfied it is a Divine ar- 
rangement. You claim the attachment of your 
slaves: they certainly ought to love as did the 
trained servants of Abraham. You boast to have 
taken them into the covenant and circumcised 
them in the new faith. 

I will not contemplate the collisidn of arms and 
panquet of blood to which you invite us, for I be- 
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'| lieve it to be the aim of civilization and mission | 
iis hand upon the heaving || 


of Chrisitanity to teach 


i “That right is more than might, 
1] Aad justice more than mail.” 


| Sir, I desire not, I will not, suffer myself to in- 


stitute a comparison between the North and the | 


South, but when gentlemen talk of armies of five | 


it must be they are talking to amuse our fancy; 
they certainly are net weak enough to suppose 
_ they can excite our fears. Ifa book of two hun- 


|| dred pagesconvulses yourempire, and is so deadly | 
|a spark in your dangerous magazine; if John | 


| Brown and twenty followers coujd frighten your 

| brave men, and make your women nervous, as 

| one of your Virgima lawyers said, in the late 
State trials in that State, do not deceive yourselves 

| by any delusion that you can annihilate eighteen 
million freemen. 

Gentlemen tell us, in certain contingencies they 


sire it, whatever of power and influence the ** Gulf 
squadron’’ may bring to bear upon that issue, 
neither you nor yourchildren’s children will wit- 
ness that gloomy event. ‘There is no terror, 
| Cassius, in your threats.’ 
such treason, there will be a Palmetto regiment to 
| stand by New York, to save the ark of the cove- 
| nant. We cannot surrender our principles at your 
dictation. We prefer an anarchy of opinion to 
an order like the order of Warsaw, founded on 
|| despotism. ‘* Peace, and at such a time!”’ 
sirs, you will long have to march to the music of 
the Union; that music which is everywhere up- 
|| rising, from the fields where labor is repaid, and 

the workshops where industry is rewarded; from 
| the machinery which, through the instrumentality 


> 








gigantic steamers that plow our rivers and lakes; 
from the buzz of the electric telegraph; and the 
scream of the iron horse. We are bound together 
by a common language, a common religion, and 
a common destiny. Majorities will still control 
the affairs of the nation. You cannot, you dare 


| not, resist. We threaten not with bayonet, re- 


“Which executes a freeman’s will 
As lightning does the will of God.” 


| tion. Their arm of power would be raised, and the 
voice of prayer ascend to spare us the curse of a 
|| ruptured brotherhood. They would suffer you 
to commit no such treason against human hope. 





|| pursuit of which so flippantly you have spoken, 
| ** to run a burning plowshare over the foundations 
|| of the Republic.” 
'| The weal or woe of nations is in the hands of 
} the a and they never will betray 
their trust. Their progress is ouward; their aim 
is upward. Your blind and recklesg infatuation 
cannot stay the advancing column. Throw in 
your lot with theirs, and it will bea “* light thing 
for the shadow to go down ten degrees;’’ but you 
have not the supernatural power, neither would 
your unholy designs deserve the Almighty aid 
which would “ let the shadow return backward.” 
When you force this issue upon your own peo- 
ple, they will not move alone, but the spirit of him 
who was cradled in South Carolina and entombed 
in Tennessee will lead their hosts. When you 
raise the parricidal arm to stab the liberties of 
our country, you will hear the voice of the great 
Fokus warning you now, as Ire did South Car- 
olina in 1832, when he said: . 


** And then add, without horror and remorse, this happy 
Union we will dissolve ; this picture of peace and prosper- 
| ity we will deface ; this free intercourse we will interrupt ; 
these fertile fields we will deluge in blood ; the protection 
of that glorious fla we will renounce ; the very name of 
Americans we discard. And for what, mistaken men, for 
| what do vou throw away these inestimable blessings ? Their 
|| object is disunion ; but be not deceived by names—disunion 
by armed force is treason. Tell them, that compared to 
| digunion, all other evils are light, because that brings with 
|| itan accumulation of all; declare that you will never take 
the field unless the star-spangled banner of your country 
shall float over you ; that you will not be stigmatized when 
dead, and dishonored and scorned while you live, as the 
| authors of the first attack on the Constitution of your 
country.”’ 


Not only guided by the spirit and prophetic ad- 
monition of Jackson, but, arming themselves with 
the ancient seal of Virginia, representing Virtue as 

} their tutelary genius, robed in the drapery of an 
| Amazon, resting one hand upon her lance, hold- 














will dissolve the Union. However much you de- | 


When you undertake | 


No, | 


|| of steam, is | Pobee the bidding of man; from the | 
stone of the Union—*‘a land whose stones are | 


Your own people would rebuke your mad ambi- | 


| They never would indulge you in the agricultural | 


| 
| 


hundred thousand to control opinion in the North, | 


| 


volver, and bowie knife; but with the silent ballot, | 


} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ing with the other a sword, trampling Upon Typ. 
anny under the figure of a prostrate man havin 
near him a crown fallen from his head, and \,.. 
. . . it 
ing in one hand a broken chain, and in the oth nd 
> ° at 
scourge, while beneath the word Virginia js ™ 
scribed sic semper tyrannis—under this sien a. 
> Ul 
would march, and march to conquer. Then fre y 
among the tribes of your own people you would 
see ‘the shadow of mountains, as if they yo, 
men.”’ It would be they who would moye “Bi. 
nam wood to Dunsinane;’’ it would be they who 
would furnish the Macduffs to meet you on the 
field. 
‘* Sail on, O Union, strong and great; 
Humanity, with all its fears, 
With all the hope of future years, 
Is hanging breathless on thy fate! . 
Ve know what master laid thy keel, 
What workmen wrought thy ribs of steel; 
Who made each mast, and sail, and rope 
What anvils rang, what hammers beat, 
In what a forge, and what a heat 
Were shaped the anchors of thy hope! 
Fear not each sudden sound and shock ; 
*Tis of the wave and not'the rock ; 
*Tis but the flapping of the sail, 
And not a rent made by the gale! 
In spite of rock and tempest’s roar, 
In spite of false lights on the shore, 
Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea! 
Our hearts, our hopes, are all with thee.” 


Mr. BURNHAM nextaddressed the committee 
[His speech will be published in the Appendix. } 

Mr. LOVE obtained the floor. 
_ Mr. HUTCHINS. I think itis about time for 
the committee to rise, that we may adjourn. Will 
the gentleman from Georgia yield the floor for 
that purpose ? 

Mr. LOVE. I yield for a motion that the com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr. PERRY. Ihave some few remarks which 
I wish to make; and if the gentleman from Geor- 
gia will yield me the floor, with the understand- 
ing that he shall resume it when the committee is 
next in session, I will go on this evening. 

Mr. LOVE. I will yield the floor with that 
understanding. 

Mr.PERRY. Mr. Chairman, since the adop- 
tion of the American Constitution, our beloved 


| country has been called upon to pass through 


several fiery ordeals. Our Governemnt was an 
experiment, and as such it has been put to severe 
tests and trials. Our political horizon has not 
always basked in unclouded sunshine; and more 
than one important period has come and gone, 
when gathering clouds have draped the American 
horizon—when the low mutterings of the distant 
thunder threatened a coming storm. ; 

Upon one of these important occasions, when 
crisis was apparently upon us, there stood upa 
hero, a chieftain, a patriot, clothed with authority 
by the Amertcan people, and solemnly declared 
by the great Eternal: *‘ Tue Union, 17 must and 
SHALL BE PRESERVED.”’ 

The illustrious old hero, backed up and_sup- 
ported by millions of patriotic<hearts, Millie 
around the Constitution of our common country, # 
and the Union was saved. Since that time, we 
have been traveling on as a nation to glory, great- 
ness, and power. 

Although we have been increasing ir wealth, 
extending our borders, developing our vast and 
varied national resources, diffusing the means of 
intelligence and education in every direction, there 
is an apparent restlessness, a stirring up of the 
bitter waters of sectional strife in certain localities 
in this Government. The discordant notes o! 
DISUNION! DisuNION! have in eo tones grated 
upen our ears, from the first Gay that we toox 
our seats in this Flalff until the present time; 
while upon every southern breeze there come up 
to the Capitol from southern executives, southern 
Legislatures, southern conventions, and the south- 
ern press, the same unwelcome threatenings. 

At this point the question suggests itself, whe 
has the North done, or left undone, that it should 
be thus rudely assailed? and what reason has the 
South for dealing out these bitter threats and 
denunciations against their brethren in the free 
States? This question, with its incidental connec- 
tions, I now propose briefly to discuss; and while 
I feel called upon to speak plainly, and in all frank- 
ness, I mean to ebserve that strict courtesy aD 
gentlemanly bearing which is due from every 
member upon this floor to his peers. 

In the discussions which have here taken place, 
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sern gentlemen have eXpressed a willingness 
to stand by the Constitution of our common coun- 
try, to observe in good faith its obligations and 
-ompromises. We, of the North, join hands with 
vou here. We claim that we are not only loyal 
to this great fufidamental law, but that we have 
all times past. And here comes the 
you charge us with numerous 


soutl 


been so in : 
» to be tried: 


pssuc 


yet the fact is not to be denied, that the institution 
then existed in nearly all the States, ‘‘ under the 
laws thereof,’ and this fact entered into the com- 
promises which resulted in its formation and adops 
tion. The first compromise agreed upon is found 
in article one, section two, clause three, of the 
Constitution, and was a direct concession to the 


| South. ‘This provision allows a property basis of 


gerelictions in duty; we charge them back upon | 


you. You have arraigned the great Republican 
party of the Union before the high court of the 
‘American people, and charged it with treason to 
the Constitution; we fling all special pleadings to 
the winds, join issue upon the merits, and go to 
the country. ie ; 

What is the Constitution ? Is it a mere mem- 


orandum of an agreement, entered into by 


the 


Sates of this Union in their sovereign capacity as | 
States, to be observed or broken at the pleasure of | 
States 


any ane or more of the high contracting parties? 
js ita great confederated partnership, in which 
che several States have agreed to do business un- 
der the firm-name of ‘*the Union,’’ with the right 
reserved to each and every partner to withdraw 
at pleasure? [Is ita compact or league between 


the several States, entered into, and ratified by | 


State sovereignty; simply an agreemeny that can 
be kept or broken at the will of any or either of 
the parties thereto? Is this a fair interpretation 
of the Constitution? I answer most emphati- 
cally in the negative. The reasons for this opin- 
ion are numerous and weighty. If this is all there 
is of the Constitution, then it need never have 
been formed. The thirteen original States or 
colonies, as far back as before the Revolution, 


representation upon this floor, which 1s not al- 


to the slaveholding States to-day, as was truly 
remarked by an honorable gentleman from Mis- 
rey {Mr. Lamar,] twenty Representatives in 
this House based upon property. 

‘Bae members of the convention which framed 
the Constitution, from the North, contended that 
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slaves; but ought to be careful not to give any sanction to 
it.”"—3 Madison Papers, page 1394. 


_ They left the whole question where they found 
it—with the States; to be continued or abolished 


as they severally, in their sovereign capacities, 


if ‘‘three fifths’? of the slave property in the | 


South wasto be added to the ** whole number of 
free persons,’’ then the exports—the products of 
the slave population—should be taxed asan equiv- 
alent to the North. Mr. King expressed the opin- 
ions of the North when he said: ‘* At all events, 
either slaves should not be represented ogexports 
should be taxable.’’ (3 Madison Papers, 1262. 


| should determine. 


LU. The framers of the Constitution made that 
instrument with the desire and expectation that 


} ; ch is | slavery would ultimately be abolished in all the 
lowed the North; the operation of which is to give || 


States; that in this country it would come to a 


| finalend. This proposition is clearly demonstra- 
| ted in their openly avowed opinions upon the 
| slavery question. 


General Washington, although a slavcholder 
believed slavery wrong. He freely expressed 
himself upon this point, and has left the clearest 
evidence behind him upon this question. 

‘Thomas Jefferson, in his official acts and public 
writings, has left to posterity a record that can- 
not be mistaken. In his Notes on Virginia, he 


|| boldly declares: 


The only equivalent which the North received || 


was the connecting provision in the article and 


| section above referred to, which declares, that in 


entered into a compact; they reduced this com- | 


pact to writing, an it is found 1a the old Articles | 


of Confederation framed in 1777. Acting under 


this compact, the thirteen colonies sentforth to the | 


world and posterity that great magna charta of 
Republican principles, the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. Under this compact our fathers strug- 
gled and toiled through seven long years of rev- 
olutionary warfare, an 
ence and liberties of our common country. The 
preamble to this compact defines the ‘‘Articles of 
Confederation to be a perpetual union between the 
States;’’ while the thirteenth and last article closes 
by declaring ‘‘that the articles thereof shall be invi- 
olably observed by the States, and that the Union 
SHALL BE PERPETUAL.”’ Why did our fathers 
abandon the old league or compact formed under 
these Articles of Confederation and substitute the 
Constitution? If they had been satisfied to have 
lived under a league or compact they never would 
have changed their form of government—and this 
is the reason that they preferred a Constitution to 
a compact. 

Although there has been a slight conflict of 
opinion among American statesmen and jurists 
upon this subject, yet a vast majority of the au- 
thorities concur in this opinion, that the Consti- 
tution is not a league, compact, or confederacy, 
but a fundamental law. The idea that the Consti- 
tution isa mere compact between the States is 
completely refuted by the instrument itself. In 
the preamble, it déclares the ‘‘people,”’ and not 


’ the States, made it, in words too plain and direct | 
to be mistaken: ** We, the people of the United | 
States, in order to form a more perfect union, do | 


ordain and establish this Constitution.’ I make 
these remarks as the basis of what I may desire 
to say hereafter relative to the doctrine pro- 
claimed by certain honorable gentlemen upon this 
floor, that a State, in its sovereign capacity, has 
aright peaceably to secede from the Taten. 
now turn to another point involved in this 
controversy, namely, the compromises entered 
into upon the slavery question between the North 
and the South at the formation of the Constitution. 
Neither the word ‘ slave’? nor ‘ slavery” any- 
where appears in the Constitution, and this omis- 
sion was not accidental 
more to do with framing the Constitution than 
any other man, said, he “thought it wrong to 
admit into the Constitution the mea that there 
coxld be propert 
Pers, 1429.) Mr. Sherman said, ** he was opposed 
‘0 a tax on slaves, because it implied they were 
property.” 
members expressed similar opinions. Notwith- 
standing our fathers carefull 
saage incorporated into the Constitution, with a 
‘rect view to the ultimate extinction of slavery, 


d,achieved the independ- | 


Mr. Madison, who had | 


in men.”’ (3 Madison Pa- | 


(3 Madison Papers, 1390.) Other | 
guarded the lan- | 





levying ‘‘direct taxes,’’ they should be appor- 
tioned according to the basis of representation; 
and, as we raise our taxes from a tariff of duties 
levied upon imports, this provision is worthless 


| to the people of the free States. 


The next compromise embodied in the Consti- 


** Nobody wishes more ardently than I, an abolition not 
only of the slave trade, but of the condition of slavery.” 
Page 170. 


Gouverneur Morris, in the convention which 


| formed the Constitution, said: 


‘He never could consént to uphold human slavery; it 


| Was a nefarious institution.’’—3 Madison Papers, 1263. 


tution upon the slavery question is found in sec- | 


tion nine, article one: 


* The migration or importation of such persons as any of 
the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall 


not be prohibited by Congress prior to the year !808; but a | 


tax or duty may be imposed on such importation, not ex- 
ceeding ten dollars for each person.”? 

Prior to this time, Maryland, Virginia, and sev- 
eral other States, had abolished the foreign slave 
trade. A large majority of the convention desired 
to abolish it at once. We have the most conclu- 
sive evidence upon this point. Mr. Iredell, in the 
North Carolina State convention called to ratify 
the Constitution, said: ( 

‘It was the wish of a great majority of the convention 
to put an end to the trade immediately, but South Carolina 
and Georgia would not agree to it.” 

Again he said: 

‘Tt is probable that all the members reprobated the in- 


human traffic, but South Carolina and Georgia would not 
consent to an immediate prohibition of it; one reason was, 


that during the last war, the Kevolution, they lost a vast | 


number of negroes, which loss they wished to supply.”’—3 
Eliot’s Debates, 96, 97, 98. 


Mr. Spaight, in the same convention, said that | 


‘The limitation of this trade to the term of twenty years, | 


was a compromise between the eastern and southern States 


| —South Carolina and Georgia wished to extend the term— 


the eastern States insisted on the entire abolition of the 
trade.—3 Eliot’s Debates, 96. ; 

General Pinckney, in the South Carolina rati- 
fication State convention, said, that while some of 
the eastern States were willing, for the sake of 
the South, to wait a little before putting stop to 
the slave traffic— 

‘The middle States and Virginia made us no <u propo- 
sition; they were for an immediate and total prohibition.’’— 
3 Eliot’s Debates, 357. 

Thus the fact is established and proved, that 
Congress was prevented from abolishing the slave 
trade fer €wenty years, as special favor to two 
southern States of this Union. 


The only remaining clause in the Constitution | 


relating to slavery 15 article four, section two, 
clause three: 


** Nw person held to service or laborin one State, under 
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse- 
quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from 


such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim-of 


the party to whom such service or labor may be due.”’ 
This provision was another concession to slave - 
holding States. 
And here it is important to inquire whether the 
framers of the Constitution considered slavery 


| nationalorlocal? Therendition clausg just quoted 


r 


is an answer to the question: ‘‘ Persons held to 
service or labor in one State, under the laws there- 
of.’’ Here they put upon record, in the great fun- 
damental law of the land, the fact that slaves are 
held ‘* under the laws”’ of the States, and not by 
force of the Constitution. Its framers so expressed 
themselves in the constitutional convention. Mr. 
Gerry said: 

** We had nothing to do with the conduct of States as to 





Mr. Sherman said: 


“That the abolition of slavery seemed to be going on in 
the United States, and that the good sense of the several 


| States would, probably by degrees, complete it.”"-—-3 Madi- 


son Papers, 1390. 


Colonel Mason, of Virginia, said: 


‘Slavery discourages tbe arts and manufactures, and 
brings the judgment of Heaven ona country.’’—3 Madison 
Papers, 1391. 


In the Virginia convention to ratify the Con-+ 
stitution, Mr. Henry said: 

“Slavery is detested; we feel its fatal defects ; we de- 
plore it with ail the pity of humanity.’’—2 Eliot’s Debates, 
437. 

The illustrious William Pinkney, in the Mary- 
land Legislature, in 1788, said: 

*< By the eternal principles of eternal justice, no master 
in the State has the right to hold his slave in bondage tora 
single hour.” * . * We may talk of liberty, in 


our public councils, and fancy that we feel reverence for 
her dictates.” * e * “Tuthe name of Ileaven, can 


| we call ourselves the friends of equal freedom and the in- 


herent rights of our species, when we wantonly pass laws 
inimical to each; when we reject every opportunity of de- 


| stroying, by silent, imperceptible degrees, the horrid fabric 


of individual bondage, reared by the mercenary hands of 
those from whom the sacred flame of liberty received no 
devotion ?”—Williston’s Eloquence of the United States, 
volume 5. 

But I will not further elaborate a proposition 
which cannot be successfull denied, by quot- 
ing additional extracts from the writings of carly 
American statesmen. 

2. The hypothesis here set up is proved by the 
cotemporaneous acts of our fathers. The provis- 
ion in the Constitution relating to the suppression 
of the slave trade after 1808, is strong evidence 
to this point. The enacting of the celebrated or- 
dinance of 1787, by which all territory then out- 
side of the States was made forever free, is another 
incontrovertible proof of their intentions. 

3. The opinions of the founders of this Repub- 
lic were not only acquiesced in and indorsed, but 
taken as authoritative expositions of the Consti- 
tution, by nearly all the great statesmen of the 
country being the first sixty years of its exist- 
ence. 

First. That Congress has power, under the 
Constitution, to prohibitslavery in the Territories. 
The ordinance of 1787, passed by the first Con- 
gress under the Constitution, in which were 
twenty members of the Federal convention which 
framed the Constitution, is a direct exercise of 
this power. It passed unanimously, and was 
approved by General Washington. Subsequent 
acts, in which the same principle was directly ree- 
ognized, were passed, as follows: an act, April 
7, 1798, organizing Mississippi Territory; in the 
Sixth Congress, an act organizing Indiana Terri- 
tory; an act, March 26, 1804, dividing Louisiana 
into two Territories; January 11, 1805, an act 
organizing Michigan Territory; February 3, 1899, 
an act establishing Illinois Territory; June 4, 
1812, an act establishing Missouri Territory; 
March 3, 1817¢an act relating to Alabama Terri- 
tory; March 9, 18]9, an act establishing Arkaz.- 
sas Territory; March 6, 1820, the Missouri congy 
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promise was established; March 10, 1822, an act 
establishing Florida Territory; April 20, 1836, an 
act establishing Wisconsin Territory; June 12, 
1838, an act for the government of Iowa; and 
March 3, 1848, an act establishing the govern- || 


ment of Oregon. 


These different acts received the sanction of | 
fourteen different Congresses, and the official ap- 
sroval of Presidents Adams, Jefferson, Madison, 
Montes, Séiliden, Van Buren, and Polk. A!l these 
acts directly acknowledged the constitutional 
power of Congress to prohibit slavery in the Ter- 
ritories, and that it was right and expedient to 


exercise it. 
Secondly. Until within a very few years, the 
opinions of the early statesmen that slavery was 
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‘| Union-saving slave-catchers from New 
'| landed him at the door of his alleged master, in | 
| Maryland, like an honest, high-minded, honorable || 
|} man—as I am frank to say many of the slave- 
| holders are—he denied ever owning him, and the 
|| kidnappers had to let him run. 
{| case — 
| life in the power of a single man, and that man 


| saulted, knocked down, and dragged off Tike a 
dog, hurried away before some five-dollar com- || 
missioner, and by him summarily sent off into || 

|| slavery, upon proof that would not warrant a | 


magistrate in giving judgment for a claim of four 
or six pence before a county justice. 


under this law was a free man, and when ao 
‘ork 


A fair trialina 
lich places a person’s personal liberty for 


dependent upon State regulations for its existence || sometimes the corrupt tool of the power that made 


and protection—a local and not a national insti- 
tution—has been uniformly concurred in by Con- 


Goa State Legislatures, the judiciary of the | 
nited States, and of the several States. The || the free States sometimes get a little excite 
roof is found in the acts of Congress, of State | 


i him, is bad enough, in all consciénee; but when | 
those engaged in this business undertake to make 


a mockery of this, do you wonder the eo of 
> 


If our southern friends expect the peste of the 


gislatures, and in the numerous decisions of || free States to turn slave hunters, and join in the 


the United States and State courts. 

Mr. Chairman, having briefly referred to the 
Constitution, its compromises upon the slavery 
question, the rules of construction applicable to 
it, as handed down to us by its framers, and con- 
curred in by all the great statesmen of the coun- 


try for more than half a century, | now come to | 
a material point involved in this discussion. Has | 
the South received what legitimately belonged to | 


her under the Constitution ? and if there have been 
sectionalaggressions, from which party have they 
come? 


In discussing this matter, I shall deal in facts 


and figures, and not in inflammatory declamation 
and vague generalities, which have been so much 
dndulged in by gentlemen upon the other side. 


ation guarantied by the Constitution ? 


the free States have none. 
of 1850 as the basis of calculation, six million 


free whites in the South have, under this appor- | 

tionment, ninety members; thirteen million in the 

North have one hundred and forty-seven mem- 

A ratio equal with the South would — 
) 


bers. 
the North one hundred and ninety-cight members 

2. The South has always had the benefit of a 
fugitive slave law to reclaim their runaway slaves. 


Some of the provisions of the a law are ex- | 


tremely obnoxious to the people of the free States; 


yet it has been enforced with as little difficulty as | 
any other law of doubtful constitutionality and | 


made forthe exclusive benefit of a particular sec- 
tion of country. 


ber will abscond. 


prefers slavery to freedom. 


It would be passing strange if the whole sub- 


ject of negro slavery could be discussed upon 
slave territory, in the midst of the slave popula- 


tion, by southern politicians, as it has been done | 
for several years last past, without waking up, in | 
the minds of some of this degraded race, ideas of 
If these negroes love slavery, | 
and are contented, of course they will remain | 


personal liberty. 


where they are; but if they get a little of Bunker 
Hill or Yorktown into their heads, judging from 
the past, they will be quite likely to svffer their 


magnetic attractions to vibrate in the direction of | 
the north pole. Northern people are not to biame | 
lt is one of the incidents which al- | 
ways did and always will connect itself with your | 


for a}l this. 


peculiar institution. Just so long as there is sla- 


very, just so long there will be runaways from it. | 


All past history proves this fact. 
Southern men sometimes complain that the peo- 


ple of the free States obstruct the due execution | 


of the fugitive slave law; but they are mistaken 
in this assumption. In the first place, some of the 
features of the law itselfare, by the great mass of the 

eople of the free States, considered cruel and un- 


Just,and many of the best legal minds inthe North 
hen, again, the way | 


think it unconstitutional. 
and manner in which you sometimes undertake to 








Taking the census || 


It is true, slaves sometimes run 
away and are not recaptured and carried back; 
and just as long as they possess the power of lo- 
comotion, just so long more or less of their num- 
This very fact is a sad com- 
mentary upon the assertion often made, respecting 
this uncertain kind of property, that the African 





| ifornia, lowa, Minnesota, and Oregon. 





| more United 
| resentatives, than the free States; and yet they 


chase ineunning down the panting fugitive, they 
will be disappointed. We never agreed to any 


such thing, and we never will do it: itis not *‘in | 
the bond.’’ Just give the person arrested as a | 


fugitive the same chance to test the question of 


| his personal freedom that you would a plaintiff 
in a suit at law to recover over twenty dollars’ | 
value in other property, and you will find no ob- | 
stacles in the North to the enforcement of a judi- | 


cious law for the recovery of fugitive slaves. 


Bad as the law is, and as objectionable as is the | 


manner in which it is attempted to be executed, it 
is enforced by the people of the free States. The 
honorable gentleman from Ohio [ex-Governor 
Corwin] has told you in this House it is enforced 


j || in the West. So it is in the middle States, and so 
1. Has the South had the property represent- | 

No one | 
denies it; and she has to-day twenty Representa- | 
tives upon this floorupon a property basis, while 


it has been in New England. Yes, sir, Boston 
court-house has been putin chains, and the peace- 


able people of that State kept out of the temple of 
|| justice by Federal bayonets, and the Treasury of 
the United States robbed of its thousands and tens || 
of thousands to pay the bills for returning a fugi- || 


tive slave. 

It is easy enough to stand up and charge the 
people of the free States with being disloyal to the 
Constitution in this particular; but a fair, impar- 


tial investigation will show all such allegations | 
It is due to fairness to add, that in- || 
dividually, I believe the present fugitive slave law || 
unconstitutional, and if a bill were introduced into | 
this House for its unconditional repeal, I would | 
vote for it, and in so doing should reflect the opin- | 
ions of a vast majority of my constituents of all | 


unfounded. 


parties. 
Mr. Chairman, I do not intend to stop here, but 
shall pursue this subject further, and show that 


| the people of the free States have not only kept 
4 faith with the South so far as their consti- |! 


oe es 
tutional obligations are concerned, but have dealt 


not only fairly but generously in other matters | 


growing out of the relations existing between the 


two sections. This leads me to my third point | 


under this division of my subject: 


oe Sq. Miles. | 


At the treaty of peace in 1783, the United States 


head's Territory Of. ....cccccssevese cocccevess 820,680 
' 
| 


Since that time we have acquired by— 


The Louisi&na purchase..........ee0eseeeeees- 999,579 | 
The Florida purehase..... soeveceeeseescecceeees 65,900 | 
The Texas annexation......- Se FC 
The Oregon treaty........... ooene netesdscenenss SENeEe Ti 
The treaty with Mexico...........cceee.ceeeeee. 522,955 
» Total territory acquired since 1783............2,115,486 


From the territory thus purchased, there have 
been five new slave States admitted into the Union, 
to wit: Louisiana, Missouri, Arkansas, Florida, 
and Texas; and four free States, as follows: Cal- 
The five 
slave States have ten Senators and sixteen Rep- 
resentatives in Congress; the four free Staies 
eight Senators and seven Representatives. And 
in this division of territory between the two sec- 
tions, it ought not to be forgotten that the joint 
resolution annexing Texas has a provision that 
four more slave States may be carved out of that 
territory. To say nothing of this,the South has, 
outof territory thus acquired, one more State, two 

States Senators, and nine more Rep- 


execute it are highly exceptionable. Undersome || keep up the cry ofaggression! aggression ! against 
Budulent, false pretense, the fugitive is ofienas- || the North. 


OBE. 


|| deal of time and labor in collecting from the 
_uments in the Government archives and 9:1 
The very first person you undertook to reclaim || 


|| ritory—many of the items can be accuray, 
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Another* inquiry here suggests itself. Whe: 
has been the cost of tbe territory purchased ‘a 
the United-States, and who paid for it, the » 'y 


of the free or slave States? I have Spent pe 
gor 


sources, the aggregate cost of our acquired 14 
stated, others have to be estimated. The exp, ma 
of the Mexican war is given by the Secretary 
the Treasury in his report in 185]. (Appendix 
to Globe, volume 23, page 21.) Below, Y give 
in a table, the result of my iavestigations and 
where I have been obliged to form estim, 


se 


or 
4 


ales 

have been careful not to overstate them. ” 
| Louisiana Territory. purchased in 1803....... $15,909,009 
| Interest paid OM SAME... 2.0. cccccceeccvcccecs 8397 '9-9 
Florida bought of Spain .......... ae iaees «ae 5.000.009 
Interest paid on same......... Pvc ceestewebes 1,430,009 
Texas, for boundary claim...........e.00.8. » 10,000,009 
Texas, for indemnity claim............ ..... 10,000,009 
Texas, for creditors in Thirty-Third Congress, 7,59 099 
Indian expenses, all kinds inclusive (estimate) 5,000,009 
‘To purchase Navy, pay troops (estimate)..... 5,000,009 

Allother expenditures notincluded above (esti- 
~ MALtC)...cececes bobnhGh00068 660000 obence0 3,000,000 
| Expense of Mexican war... .....cecscsseseas 217,175,575 
| Soldiers’ pensions and bounty lands (estimate) — 7,000,099 
Expenses of Florida war......... Gieb'Seceee 100,000,009 


Soldiers’ pensions and bounty lands(estimate). 15,000,009 


To remove ‘Indians, &c. (estimate)........... 5,000,000 
Amount paid for New Mexico, by treaty...... 15,090,000 
Paid to extinguish Indian titles (estimate)..... 100,000,009 

1) Bald Se QeOtRs cs ccs csvcesceses e tweens eooee 3,082,000 
Paid for Arizona, purchased of Mexico....... 10,000,000 
$842,764.998 


Who paid the bills? Let ussee. I find by the 


| researches I have made from official documents, 
'and other reliable sources of information, that 
| from 1791 to 1850, the total revenue collected from 


customs is as follows—l bring it upto this time, 
as most of my calculations are made ap to 1850: 


Whole amount of revenue colleeted........ $1, 169,299,285 
Amount of revenue in free States.......... 932,222,.9)} 





Expenses of collecting in free States........ 36,894,925 
| Netsum paid into Treasury fromfree States, 895,327,985 
| Amount of revenue in slave States......... 237 076,354 
Expenses of collecting in sla States...... 17,362,593 
Netsuin paid into Treasury from slave States, 219,713,965 
Excess paid by free States. ............ ees 675,614,024 


Thus, facts and figures prove that, while the 
slave States have taken the * lion’s share’’ from 
the territory purchased, the free States have paid 
THREE FourTus of the purchase money. 

Third. Let us look at some of the offices under 
the General Government, and see whether the 
South has had itsshare. I have prepared from the 
official records the following table, which speaks 
for itself. From this, it appears the South, with 
six millions, have over three fifths of the import- 
ant offices, and the North, with thirteen millions 
less than two fifths. I have looked into the local- 
ities from which our foreign ministers, consuls, 
and other important officers have been taken, and 
find that the South have had more than double the 
number to which they have been entitled by their 
relative population. 
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The South have not been contented with mo- 
nopolizing nearly all the great offices in the coun- 
try, but they make a lordly claim to all the sub- 
ordinate places. In all the Departments in this 
city northern men have been crowded out to make 
way for southerners. I find, in a speech which I 
made in the Thirty-Fourth-Congress, the follow- 
ing table, which I carefully prepared from the 
Blue Book. From this, it appears that the N orth, 
taking their population as a basis, are fairly ¢- 


2 & 


titled to 
yout on 


\ 





Treasury. 
Interior... 
War..-++ 
Navy «+++ 
Post Office 
Attorney ‘ 


Sal 
Just le 
the last 
agrgressi 
mittees 
chairma 
And of 
the Hou 
enteen, | 
free whi 
head of J 
while si 
the head 
packing 
was ho 
they ha' 
Such ne 
mind th 
of the co 
~ Agai 
Congre: 
South h 
North « 
fourtee! 
have all 
represe! 
franchi: 
tees; W 
resentil 
of the 1 
places « 
and the 
they ar 
and So 
nationa 
mous, g 
Look | 


you ca 
Table of 


Com 


Foreign 
Finane 
Comme 
Military 

Milit 
Naval / 
The Ju 
The Pe 

Post 
Public | 
Private 
Indian 
Revolu 
The D 

lumb 
Territo 
The Li 


—_ 


Fou 
ment 
remo 
Was! 
hess; 
inhab 
Gove 
Very” 
splen 
lofty 
built 
beaut 
these 








00 


9}) 


Jo4 
393 
065 
024 
the 
om 
ad 


der 
the 
the 
uks 
‘ith 
yrt- 
ns 

cal- 
uls, 
and 
the 
1elr 


South. 


of the 


un- 
ub- 
his 
ake 
hl 
w- 
the 
th, 
en- 


1860. 


vied to more than two thirds, yet they get only 


out one fourth. Oh, the aggressive North! 
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Just look at the committees of both branches in 
the last Congress, and then cry out * northern 
qveression.”” Of the twenty-two important com- 
mutees in the Senate, the slave States had the 
chairman upon sixteen, and the free States six. 


\nd of the twenty-five important committees of | 


the House, the South had the chairman upon sev- | 


enteen, and the North eight. ‘Thirteen million 
free whites in the North are represented at the 
head of fourteen standing committees in Congress, 
while six million in the South are represented at 


the head of thirty-three standing committees. This | 
packing operation on committees to favor the South | 


was no new thing in the Thirty-Fifth Congress; || 


they have always had itin just that kind of a way. 
Such northernaggression! It should be borne in 
mind that these committees shape the whole legislation 
of the country. 


Acain; look at the Senate committees of this | 


Congress; out of twenty-two committees, the 
South have the chairman upon sixteen and the 
North on six; and upon every single one of the 
fourteen important committees, the slave States 
haveall the chairmen. Of the eighteen free States 
represented in the Senate, fourteen are totally dis- 
franchised upon the heads of the Senate commit- 
tees; while twenty-four Republican Senators, rep- 
resenting more than twelve million of the people 
of the Union, out of one hundred and teichity Ave 
places on said committees, get only thirty-nine, 
and that at the tail-end of every one upon which 
they are placed. I call upon the country, North 
and South, to look at this beautiful picture of 
nationality, equality, Democracy, and a magnani- 
mous, generous South. Below is the looking-glass. 
Look into it; if you do not see the elephant”’ 
you cannot fail to see the ‘*negro.”’ 

Table of the fourteen tmportant Senate Committees.—Thir- 

ty-Sizth Congress. 
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Fourth. In 1800 the seat of the General Govern- 
ment was, by virtue of a previous act of Congress, | 


removed to the slave territory where it now stands. 

ashington was tigen nearly an unbroken wilder- 
hess; how it numbers nearly seventy thousand 
inhabitants. Northern votes brought the seat of 
Government here; and it has been built up, to a 
very great extent, by northern treasure. These 
splendid massive piles of marble, which rear their 
olty columns in every direction in this city, were 
built by Government money. Who graded the 
beautiful lawns that stretch themselves out around 


these buildings like some panoramic fancy sketch? | 


| Who planted the shade trees that ornament them? 
| Government money did all this. Yes, sir, the 
| Federal Treasury has been depleted for the last 

sixty years of its millions and tens of millions to 

build up this great city upon slave territory. Who 
| gets the benefits? Principally the slave States. 
Washington city furnishes a great market for 
| southern produce, raised in Virginia and Mary- 


city, but annually appropriates enormous sums 
from the Federal Treasury to support it. It 
| grades and lights its streets, paves its walks. It 


1as gone seventeen miles up the Potomac, and 


plundered the national Treasury of about five | 
million dollars to furnish the city with splendid | 


yater-works. It indirectly feeds and clothes a 
large number of its inhabitants. It furnishes their 
swaddling-clothes when first they open their eyes 

| upon the light of creation, and pays the sexton’s 
bill when life’s fitful scenes are over. The North, 
for their Representatives, in return, get good ho- 
tels and boarding places, by paying Washington 
prices, subject only to occasional annoyances from 


|land. The Government not only has builé this | 


some of the peculiar friends of the Meets in- | 


| stitution,’’ and ‘* subject also to the 
of the United States.’ 


the of Washington, but will give them an item 
| of credit which they may file in set-off against my 
general allegations. : a j 
furnish an army of patriotic men who are exceec 
ingly anxious to serve their country, in places of 
trust and profit, who will, just as circumstances 
require, sing peans to Dovuerias or Sewarp, Bo- 
cock or SuerMan, always pitching their key-note 
to the tune of the ‘* loaves and fishes.’’ And, as 
evidence of their patriotism and loyalty to the 
Constitution, we have heard many of their num- 
| bers, day after day during the sitting of this Con- 


i 

| uttered upon this floor, which, if carried into prac- 
| tical opera would rase this magnificent Capi- 
tol to the ground a heap of smoldering ruins, light 
up their houses with the torch-light of the incen- 


| chitdren in a war of strife, and make this great 
| city only a fit habitation for the owls and bats. 
| faving shown that the North has been gen- 
; erous to the South, and fulfilled all its consttu- 
| tional obligations to her in letter and in spirit, I 
| now desire, in all fairness, to examine the other 
side of this question; and in dischafging this part 
of my ays I shall ‘‘ carry the war into Africa.’’ 
| 1. Article one of the amendments to the Con- 
| stitution of the United States provides that— 

** Congress shail make no law respecting an establishment 
| of religion,or prohibiting the free exercise thereof ; or abridg 

ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 


| 
| 
| the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Gov 
| ernment for a redress of grievances.” 


I charge that the South has not always in good 
faith lived up to the above provision, inasmuch 


onstitution | 


But I will do no injustice to the good people of | 


It is this: they et \| 


| gress, vociferously applauding disunion sentiments | 


diary, desolate their fields, murder their wives and | 


| as that section of the Union, for a great number | 


of years, by congressional action, aided by north- 
ern Democrats, refused to receive petitions com- 
| ing from the people of the free States. Gag reso- 
lutions, by which the petitions of the people were 
treated with contempt, were from year to year 
| forced through Congress. For years the people 
sent up to the Capitol their memorials, and they 
| were summarily met, and their petitions kicked 


| a long time this war of the slaveholding interest 
against the people was waged with fierceness, but 


at length, through the determined will and perse- | 


| verance of the ‘** old man eloquent,”’ aided by his 
patriotic compeers, the rights of American citi- 


zens were once more restored, and the Constitu- } 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| out of doors in both Houses of Congress. For 
| 
| 
| 


tion vindicated against those who had rudely 
| assailed it. 
| 2. The South has undertaken, in carrying out 
| their aggressive policy upon the North, to reverse 
the territorial policy of the Government, as estab- 
lished by its founders, and concurred in by every 


|| national Administration for more than half a cen- 


tury. 


right of Congress to inhibit slavery in the Terri- 
tories, for that has been successfully done a thou- 


| I shall not now stop‘to argue the constitutional | 


sand times before, upon the floors of Congress | 


and in other places: I have already said mainly 
what I desire to upon that point. 
As we have shown—trom the passage of the 
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ordinance of 1787 to the establishment of Oregon 


| Territory in 1848—the policy of every depart- 


ment of the Government was uniform; that Con- 
gress had the right under the Constitution to pro- 


| hibitslavery in the Territories of the United States. 


Hence it follows, that the introduction of the 
Wilmot proviso was, in no proper sense, an in- 
fringement upon southern rights; for it had been 
made a great fundamental principle of the Govern- 
ment itself. The very converse of this proposi- 
tion was true, that the resistance of the South to 
the application of this wholesome rule to the ter- 
ritory acquired by the treaty with Mexico, was, 
per se, AN aggression upon northern rights. 

At this juncture of affairs in this country, what 
right had the South to step up to the North and 
demand a new policy? What right had the south- 
ern States to carry their locai laws into the Ter- 
ritories, to the exclusion of the people of the free 


| States. 


But our southern friend claim what they call 
un equal right in the territory of the United States. 
Sut the demand they make does not stop with 
an ‘‘equal’’ balancing of the scales. They de- 


} mand more. They not only ask to carry with 


| that is begging the question. 


them into the Territories evervthing which the 
common law recognizes as property—everything 
as property which the people of the free States 
can carry with them; but they demand to carry 
and plant upon free territory a system of involun- 
tary servitude, which invades the rights of the free 
laborer from the North, robs him of his capital, 
disgraces him in society, and in the end drives 
him away, as | shall hereafter show. 

If it 1s said the Constitution, proprio vigore, 
establishes slavery in the Territories, I answer, 
We deny it; and 
thatis the very question now in issue which the 
PEOPLE, and not the Supreme Court of the United 
States, have got to settle. 

3. The terms upon which Texas was annexed 
to the United States were unjust to the North and 
free States; and I do not intend to notice all the 


| plots and counter plots of the South, when Texas 


annexation was first agitated; nor the indecent 
manner in which the terms of annexation were 
consummated, by which we were involved in the 
Mexican war, but simply refer to the connection 
of this scheme with the slavery question. ‘This 
was a southern measure, to strengthen the slave 


| interest inthis country. Its whole history shows 


| it. 


The joint resolutions providing for annexa- 


| tion provided for the formation of four new States 


out of this territory; and, in fairness to the free 
States, at least an equal portion should have free 
territory; but, instead of this, they provide that 


| all territory south of 36° 30’ should be left open 
| to slavery, and‘hll north of that line free. Now, 


any one who will take pains to look upon a map 


| of Texas, will find only a mere fragment lying 


| north of the Missouri compromise ne. It is too 


small ever to make a single State, and is a virtual 
surrender of the whole territory to slavery, un- 
der the miserable pretense of a division. Mr. 
Buchanan, then a member of the Senate, voted for 
the extension of the Missouri compromise line 
through Texas, and made a speech in favor of it, 


thereby acknowledging, as Mr. Benton says, in 


his Thirty Years’ View, the validity and con- 


| stitutionality of the Missouri compromise; and 
yet he now turns round, in wonder and astonish- 


ment, and declares “ it is strange that any one 


| ever thought it constitutional;”’ and because the 


oseople of the free States refuse to turn a ridicu- 
fees somerset like him, he insults them by de- 
nouncing them as traitors and fanatics. Beautiful 
consistency ! 

4. The nextaggression upon the North which I 
shall notice, was tie repeal of the Missouri com- 
pee: The history of that compromise has 
veen so thoroughly discussed before the countr 
that a repetition of it is unnecessary. It is suff 
cient to say that it was a southern measure. Upon 
the vote on the question of admitting Missouri 
with the restriction, twenty Senators from the South 
voted for it—only two against it. In the House 
of Representatives, upon the vote inserting the 
Missouri restriction, thirty-nine southern Repre- 
sentatives voted for it, and thirty-seven against. 
We have not only the recorded votes to show this 
a southern measure, but other testimony direct to 
the point. Charles Pinckney, of South Carolina, 
who was a member of that Congress, and voted 
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against the bill, in a letter, dated ** Congress Hall, 
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A few tools of the Administration voted; and the 


March 2, 1820, three o’clock, at night,”’ speaking || bogus Legislature, on the 19th of February, 1857, | 


of the Missouri compromise, said: 
“ It is considered here by the slaveholding States as a great | 
triumph.”’ | 
Mr. Benton, in his Thirty Years in the United | 
States Senate, says: 


“This [the Missouri compromise] was the work of the 
South, sustained by the unrrep voice or Mr. Monroe’s | 
Cabinet, the united voice of the seuthern Senators, anda | 
majority of the southern Representatives.” 

Mr. Monrve’s Cabinet then consisted of John 
Quincy Adams, Secretary of State; John C. Cal- 
houn, Secretary of War; William H. Crawford, 
Secretary of the aes Smith Thompson, Sec- | 


retary of the Navy; John McLean, Postmaster || 


Sond a | 
General; and William Wirt, Attorney General. | 
No special pleading, no circumlocution of ar- | 


gufaent, no declamation can destroy or blot out || 


these facts. ‘There they stand, and there they will 
forever stand, as conclusive proof that the Mis- 
s0url compromise WS a southern measure; the | 
‘work of the South,’”’ and a ** great southern tri- 
umph.’’ The consideration received by the South 
for the restriction, was paid down by the admis- 
sion of Missouri as a slave State. 

‘This leads to another inquiry. Has the South 
stood by their own compromise, or violated it? 
This question, too, shall be answered by stub- | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 





|| tion toa fair vote of the people, for they knew | 


| alteration should be made to affect the right of 
|| property in the ownership of slaves, until after | 
| 1864;’’ and then provided, in the schedule, that it || 


born facts—facts which politicians neither North || 


or South can ever disprove. In the Senate, upon 
the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, nineteen 
southern Senators voted for it; two against it. In 
the Elouse, sixty-nine southern members voted for 
it; and nine against it. And yet we are coolly | 
told, because a northern man introduced the bill, 

it isa northern measure. It is true, members from | 
the free States voted for the bill; but, in doing it, | 
they outraged their constituents; who have, for 

this very act, sent nearly every one of them to 


their political graves, there to sleep that ‘sleep || 


which knows no waking.’’ Will gentiemen from | 


the South stand up here and tell me that a bill | 


which commanded the votes of eighty -cight south- 


ern men, with only eleven against it, was nota | 


southern measure? If it be said Kansas and Ne- 
braska will be eventually free States, my answer 
is, no thanks to the South for that. I charge, then, 
that the Missouri compromise was a southern 
measure; and that the southern men went almost 


entirely in a body for a violation of their own || 


compact—a compact to which they had made | 
themselves a party. 


5. My nextchargeagainst the South is, that, after | 


it had broken down the Missouri restriction, under | 


the pretense that the people of a Territory were, 
by the Kansas-Nebraska bill, to be ‘‘ left perfectly 


free to form and regulate their of&n domestic in- | 


stitutions in their own way,’’ it undertook to force 
slavery into Kansas, first by violence, and sec- 
ondly by fraud. 


° ° = j 
The first efection held in Kansas was on the | 


29th day of November, 1854. The polls were 
taken forcible possession of by a horde of armed 
ruflians from the slave States; and, out of 2,258 
votes cast for General Whitfield, the Democratic 
candidate for Congress, 1,729 were thrown by 
those lawless invaders, ‘These facts appear in the 
report of a committee of the Thirty-F 


frauds. (See House Document No. 200, first ses< 
sion Thirty-Fourth Congress. ) 

In January and February, 1855, a census of the 
inhabitants of the Terrxory was taken, by order 
of the Governor; and 2,905 men were found, by 
this cehsus, qualified to vote for members of a 


the same year, an election for members of a Ter- 
ritorial Legislature was hglden. At this election 


ourth Con- | 
gress, sent out by the House to investigate these 





Territorial Legislature. On the 30th of March, of | 


another armed foray was made into the Terri- 
tory, and 6,309 votes were returned as cast. A 
subsequent investigation proved only 1,410 legal 
votes thrown; leaving 4,900 illegal votes cast by 
ruffian invaders. 

The Territorial Legislature chosen at this worse 
than mock election, passed the infamous “‘ Kansas 
code,’’a compilation of laws worse than the code 
of Draco. This illegitimate Legislature passed 
an act providing that in October, 1856, the people | 
should vote whether a constitutional convention 
should be called or not. The bona fide citizens | 
of the Territory spurned the act of these ** usurp- | 
ers,’’ and refused to participate in the election. 





passed an act providing for the election of dele- 
gates to frame a State constitution. The law pro- 
viding for the convention and election of delegates | 
required a census to be taken, and the votes regis- | 
tered, in the thirty-four counties recognized as | 
election districts. is nineteen of these thirty-four | 
counties there was no census taken; and In fifteen 

of the thirty-four there was no registry of votes. | 
Governor Walker, in his letter of resignation, 
says these fifteen disfranchised counties contained | 


more voters than were castin the whole Territory || 


at this election. This election was a mockery; 
and the main body of the free-State men very | 
properly refused to have anything to do with it. | 

Subsequently, the people of Kansas, at their | 
territorial election in October, 1857, achieved an 
overwhelming free-State victory. After this, the 


convention of ** usurpers’’ assembled, and framed | 
|| the atrocious ** Lecompton constitution.’’ These 


‘‘usurpers’’ did not dare to submit this constitu- | 


they would spurn it: so they provided that ** no 


should be submitted to the people, and the ballots 


: eae 1] 
should contain, ‘* for the constitution with sla- | 


very, or, for the constitution without slavery.” 
At the election on the 2lst of December, 1857, | 

the pro-slavery clause was voted into this.con- | 

stitution by illegal votes and false returns. These 


frauds were investigated by the Governor of the | 


Territory, and it was shown that atOxford, where | 


there were but forty-two votes all told, over one |, 


thousand votes were returned. AtShawnee, where | 
there were but forty legal votes, twelve hundred | 


IONAL GLOBE. 


| tis, upon the question of congressional int 











mean —_—_—— 


upon the people of the country. The able ne 
_ conclusive opinions of Justices McLean ate 
es 

tion in the Territories, are entitled to a a 
spect with those of a majority of the or 
Great political questions, involving matters 
national policy, are for the people,and not the S 
preme Court. The alien a. sedition laws of 
John Adams’s day were by the court decided con 
stitutional, and so was a national bank; byt the 
people rebuked this attempted abridgment of their 
rights by the court, and overruled their decisions 
James Buchanan entertained and expressed t}, 
same opinions now entertained by the Republican 
pay upon this question, in 1841. On the 7th of 
uly, of that year, he made a speech in the United 
States Senate on the bank question. Speaking of 
| the fact that the United States Court had decided 


‘| a national bank constitutional, he said: 


** Now, if it were not unparliamentary language, and i¢| 
| did not desire to treat all my friends on this [Whig] side of 
|} the House with the respect which [ feel for them, I would 
| say that the idea of the question having been settled go as 
to bind the consciences of members of Congress when yop. 
ing On the present bill, is ridiculous and absurd. If aj} the 
| judges and all the lawyers in Christendom had decided jn 
| the affirmative, when the question is thus brought home to 
me as a legislator, bound to vote for or against a new chiar. 
ter, upon oath to support the Constitution, I must exercise 
| my own judgment. | would treat with profound respect the 
arguments and opinions of judges and constitutional jay. 
| yers; but if, after all, they fail to convince me that the law 
| was constitutional, I should be guilty of perjury before high 
| Heaven if I voted in its favor. 
| But even if the judiciary had settled the question, | 
should never hold myself bound by their decision while act. 
| ing in a legislative character. Unlike the Senator from 
Massachusetts, [Mr, Bates,) Ishall never consent to place the 
| liberties of the people in the hands of any judicial tribunal.” 


| Now, this same James Buchanan stultifies him- 
self; allows the South to back him down from the 





votes were returned; and from Delaware Crossing, 


| which had only forty-three legal votes, four hun- 
I have not stopped to || has ‘* made a final settlement of the slavery ques. 
iti ‘| tioninthe Territories,’’ that ‘neither Congress nor 


dred votes were returned. 
even glance at cities sacked, peaceable citizens 


murdered in cool blood, public highways lined , 


with assassins and robbers—burglaries, arson,and 
other crimes, committed by border-ruffian raids 
into Kansas—but have briefly given an re 
history of pro-slavery violence and fraud at the 
ballot-box, up to the time the Lecompton swindle 
was sent to Conaeenn by James Buchanan. 

Well knowing these facts, the President of the 
United States not only sent this constitution to 
Congress, witg a message urging its adoption, but 
exerted the whole power and patronage of his ad- 
ministration to force it through Congress. Is proof 
demanded? Let me call attention to some remarks 
made in this House by an honorable member from 
New Jersey, who was also a member of the last 
Congress: i mean Mr. Aprain. He said: 


*“ During the Lecompton controversy, I was approached 
in such a manner as shows corruption on the part of the 


Aduinistration. If I had given my supportto the Lecomp- | 


ton policy, | was assured that I could secure a foreign - 
pointment for one most near and dear to me.’’—Daily Glo 
of December 13. 


This is buta solitary case, among many others. | 
No greater outrage was ever attempted to be per- || 
petrated upon the people of the free States; and | 
yet it was most emphatically a southern measure. | 


Here is the proof: in the Senate, every southern 
member, with two exceptions, voted for the bill; 
and in the House, the entire South, with seven 
exceptions, supported the measure. 

The measure finally assumed the shape of the 
English bill; went to the people of Kansas, and 
was by them rejected with scorn and contempt by 
more than ten thousand majority. 

This is a “specimen article’? of Democratic 
popularsovereignty. 1 leave the country to make 
further comments. 

6 TheSouth have undertaken to drive free labor 
from the Territories by force of judicial construc- 
tion. 

I here refer to the Dred Scott decision, in 
which a majority of the court have traveled out 
of the record to overturn the well-settled opinions 
of a greatmajority of American jurists and states- 
men, agreed to and acquiesced in in all parts of 
the saeey for more than sixty years. When a 
majority of the judges decided Dred Scott was not 
a citizen of the United States, and was not right- 
fully in court, it was an end of the case. But 
when they undertook to travel out of the record 
and give opinions involving questions not legally 
before them, their opinions have no binding force 


| tenable position he occupied in 184]; takes the 


| back track, and declares this same Supreme Court 


| a Territorial Legislature, nor ANY HUMAN Powen, 
| can annul or impair;”’ and yet, because the people 


|| refuse to follow him into the very sewers of abso- 
| lute construction, judicial despotism, and tyranny, 
the Pinsidentiasdiis their honesty-and intelligence, 
| by denouncing them as traitors and fanatics. 

‘| The obiter dictum of the court in the Dred Scott 
| case, relative to congressional sovereignty over 
| the Territoties, has been caught up by the South, 
' and an attempt made by Democratic politicians to 
| give it the authority of law. This is an assump- 
tion against right; a demand set up against the 
people of the North without authority. The peo- 
ple of the North were neither parties nor privies 
in the Dred Scott case, and hence they are not 
estopped from contesting the usurpations set up 
against them by the court. T}e sequence grow- 
ing out of these premises cannot be misunderstood. 
This attempt to plant slavery upon free soil, and 
spread it over every foot of territory outside of 
State lines, merely because five men have under- 
taken to say so, in a matter not legally before 
them, is a most unwarranta‘le aggression agains! 
the people of the free States. It is such an w0- 
justifiable encroachment upon the rights of the 
free labormg millions of this country as they never 
| will submit to. It is a narrow-minded sectional 
| policy, which can never be made national in the 
| Union or out of it. It is a demand made by less 
'than half a million slaveholders to monepolizt 
| more than one million square miles of territory, 
the exclusion of twenty-six million freemen, 
| who have no interest in slave property. It is a 
monstrous aggression, and one that should be met 
| 

! 

| 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| and repelled at every hazard, and without regard 
to consequences. 

7. The South, although numerically less by one 
| half than the North, claim the exclusive control of 
| the General Government. Men of the South, e# 

cially her politicians, seem to have got an idea 
into their heads that they are born to rule and the 

ople of the free States are born to obey. It 
is the boast of the slaveholders that they have ruled 
and governed this country from its infancy. Listen 


| 
| 


} 





to what a distinguished Senator from South Car- 
| olina [Mr. Hammonp] said in a speech in the Unt 
ted States Senate, March 4, 1858: 


“The Senator from New York (Mr. Sewarp] says tat 
you intend to take the Government from us, that it will ee 
from our hands. Perhaps what he says is true—it may as 
but do not forget, it can never be forgotten, it is written - 
the brightest page of human history, that we, THE sL4¥ 
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"pers oF THE SouTH, took our ceuntry in her infancy; || courts, enforce the fugitive slave law, odious as 
HOL* 


|, alter RULING her for sixty out of seventy years of her 
ana, « 


srence, . . 
= ; ber honor, boundless in prosperity, incalculable in her 
upol 


nath, the wonder and admiration of the world.”°—.4p- | 
strengt, 


vendix to the Congressional Globe, volume 37, page 71. 
- 


The honorable Senator says ‘‘ the slaveholders 
of the South have ruled the country sixty out of 
-pyenty years,” and he understands the matter 
" ecisely as I do, that they are ruling it now. 
‘\ccording to the last census, the free white pop- 
ylation of the United States was, in gross numbers, 
eighteen million,and while this favored class—the 
<),veholders—numbered less than three hundred 
and fifty thousand, they rule seventeen and a half 
million not possessed of slave property. 


warty. Under what article or section in the Con- 
y 2. 


stitution has an ania? of wealth, combined || 
: t 


in three hundred and fifty’ thousand persons, 


“ruled”? the teeming millions of this country for | 
It is nowhere to | 


«sixty out of seventy years?”’ | 
be found. It has been a usurpation, another ag- 
gression to which the people of the free States 
have too long submitted. Yes, you have ruled 
ys, and every other interest of the country has 


been made to bow down to the Moloch of slavery. | 


If itis asked how the South, being in the mi- 
nority, has succeeded in controlling the country ? 


| answer, it has been done by creating and fos- || 
tering a spirit of sectionalism through the agency | 
of party machinery. Colonel Benton, who iscer- | 
tainly good authority in this matter, in his Thirty 


Years in the Senate, says, that Mr. Calhoun, in 
}330— 7 

“Went home from Congress and told his friends that 
the South could never be united against the North on the 


we shall surrender her to you without a stain | 


African | 
Javery has been converted into an engine of po- | 
jitical power through the agency of the Democratic 


j 


it is to a large majority of them, the South fails 
to convict or punish persons engaged in a trade 
declared by the General Government to be piracy. 
I leave the country to judge between us. 

9. Another clear aggression upon the rights of 
the free States, is a demand for a congressional 


|| code to fasten slavery upon the people of the Ter- 


ritories against their will. Mr. Buchanan, in his 
message, the mouthpiece of his party, now owned 
and controlled by southern men, said: 


‘1 cordially congratulate you upon the final settlement 
by the Supreme Court of the United States, of the question 
of slavery in the Territories, which had presented an aspect 
so truly formidable at the commencement of my Adminis- 
tration. The right has been established of every citizen to 
take his property of any kind, including slaves, into the 


common Territories belonging equally to all the States of | 


tha,Confederacy, and to have it protected there under the 
Federal Constitution. Neither Congress nor a Territorial 
Legislature norany human power has any authority to annul 
or impair this vested right.” 

And here I wish to call the attention of the 
country to the facts here assumed—that the court 
has settled this question—that the Constitution pro- 
tects slavery in the Territories, and that ** neither 


Congress nor a Territorial Legislature, nor any | 


human power hasany authority to annul or impair 
this vested right.’? This is Democracy in 1860. 


| One would think, by analogy of reasoning, that 


ariff question ; that the sugar interests of Louisiana would | 


keep her out; that the basis of southern union must be 

shifted to the SLAVE QUESTION.’ —Volume 2, page 786. 
Thispolicy of*‘uniting the slave States’’ uponthe 

slavery question was inaugurated by Mr. Calhoun. 


lt was persisted in by him and his followers until | 


itentirely broke up old party lines. It destroyed 
the old Whig pers and completely corrupted and 
sectionalized the 

under the control of the slave power, where it has 
remained until thisday. The ** Texas Plot,’ Col- 


! 


one! Benton declares, in the work already alluded | 


to, was originated to kill Mr. Van Buren, and it 
did its work. He had a majority of votes at the 


national convention, in 1844, at which Mr. Polk | 
was nominated; but the South managed to get the | 


“two thirds rule,’? which enabled them to defeat 
him. The South in the same convention defeated 
the late Governor Fairfield, of my own State, for 
the Vice Presidency, and nominated Mr. Dallas; 
although the latter had but thirteen votes on the 
first ballot. The South nominated General Cass, 
in 1848, but the popularity of General Taylor, 
aud the defection of the New York Barnburners, 
lost him his election. 


Virginia; and in 1856, the South took possession 
of Mr. Buchanan, and have had him in keeping, 
soul and body, ever since, 


8. Another aggressive movement is now being | 


agitated in the South, which is clearly against the 
Constitution and the laws. { well know distin- 
guished gentlemen upon this floor have arisen in 
their places and denied any intent to make this 
matter a party test, or to repeal the laws which 
make the foreign slave trade piracy. I give them 


all the benefits of this disclaimer; yet it is notde- | 


nied that this is a mooted question in the South. 
The President, in his recent message, admits that 
the Wanderer brought over one cargo numbering 
three or four hundred. Again he says: ‘* Those 
engaged in this unlawful enterprise have been rig- 
orously prosecuted, but not with as much success 
as their crimes deserved;’? an admission which 
shows a deep sympathy of feeling with the en- 
erprise among the Southern people. If there is 


‘sentiment in the South which operates to pre- | 


Yeut the punishment of the pirates engaged in this 
usiNess, it is easy to perceive how the trafficcan 
© carried on in full blast, even with the most 

rigid laws against it. If the laws cannot be en- 

st there is‘no occasion for agitating for their 

ie ; and I understand there has not been a 

enya say yt our sarees ereres 

n who has been engaged in t e- 
furious business. re 


While the people of the free States, in their 


emocratic party, and placed it | 


In 1852, Franklin Pierce’s || 
nomination”was a southern movement, led off by 








if there is no ** human power ’’ on carth that can 
even *fimpair ”’ the right of a slaveholder to his 
slave property in the Territories, that ought to 
be satisfactory to him; yet that class demand 
Federal legislation to compel the free white la- 
borers in the Territories intoa servile submission 
—to kiss te hand that strikes down their capital, 
and degrades them to the condition of menial 
slaves. 

A great leader in the Democratic party, I mean 
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Under the Constitution, a citizen of Maine on 
lawful business has a right to travel through any 
southern State without molestation, provided he 
interferes with none of the lawful nights of the 
people of that State. Southern zentlemen travel 
through the free Staces,andeverywhere are treated 
with becoming respect and consideration. They 
are suffered everywhere to mingle with the people 
of the North, enjoying every right possessed by 
the peopl they are visiting. Not so with north- 
ern men, When traveling in the southern States. 
There a system Of espionage is in operation, ex- 
ceedingly annoying toatraveler. Strangers from 
the North, instead of meeting with that generous 
hospitality which they are always ready, when 
at home, to extend their southern brethren, are 
watched, scrutinized, questioned; their baggage 
is overhauled, their persons searched; and upon 
mere suspicion aré thrust into jail. A mere ex- 
= of opinion, enivertale uttered in some 
ocalities, is an unpardonable crime, for which 
they are visited withthe grossest insults. Men, 
for merely uttering sentiments which have been 
taught by Jefferson and other southern men, have 
been dragged into prison, lynched, tarred and 


| feathered, and their lives threatened by infuriated 


Senator Iverson, of Georgia, ina speech in the | 


Senate a few weeks since, said: 


“He believed, and the southern people believed, that || 
under the Constitution they had a right to emigrate to any | 


of the'l'erritories with their slave property, and when there | 


have a right to the protection of the law in the enjoyment of | 
that property, and Congress has the power to give that pro- | 


tection, and IT Is ITs DUTY TO DO IT.” 


We have here an authentic exposition of the | 


Kansas-Nebraska bill. We now understand what 
the Democratic party mean when they say that 


‘the people of a Territory should be left per- || 


FECTLY FREE to form their own domestic institu- | 


tions.’’ First, that the Constitution of its own 


force, establishes slavery in the Territories; and | 


second, that Congress should enact a code placing 


| Yopes around the necks of the citizens of a Ter- 
| ritory opposed to it, thereby degrading free white | 
| labor to the same level with African slave labor. 


Not only does the South, through its author- 


ized agent, the so-called Democratic party, claim 


the right to carry slaves into all the Territories of 
the United States, and there hold them by judicial 
construction; but it demands congressional inter- 


vention, 6 which the iron heel of despotism shall | 


be fastened upon the necks of all persons therein 


opposed to the institution—a despotism which | 


prevents any attempt, on their part, through their 


Territorial Legislature or otherwise, to rid them- | 


selves of what they believe a positive evil. If the 
Constitution makes slaves of the blacks in the 


Territories of the United States, it only needs such | 
a code as is now demanded by the South to make | 


slaves of the whites. 
Democratic friends in the free States protestagainst 
this interpretation of the Kansas-Nebraska act; 
but their protest will avail them nothing. Have 
they not protested before? Did they not protest 


against the repeal of the Missouri restriction, and | 


then cave in? 


Lecompton bill? And have they not come back 


Did they not protest against the | 


to the camp and endorsed those who voted for Le- | 


compton, from first to last, by voting for them for 
Speaker of this House? Southern, men have to 
furnish electoral votes for the party, and it is fair 
they should make the platform and nominate the 
candidate; and they will do it. 

10. Another charge I have against the South is, 
the violation of article four, section two, of the 
Constitution, which reads as follows: ‘ 


** The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privi- 
and immunities of citizens in the several States.” 


Also, of article five of the amendments to the 
Constitution, which expressly provides, that: 


“No person’? * * * ‘shall be deprived of life, L1n- 
ERTY, Of property, without due proceas of law.” 


I know that some of our || 


mobs. 

I will refer toa few recent cases. The Charles- 
ton Mercury, of the 17th of December, says: 

“That a man, supposed to be an Abolitionist, of dark 
complexion, with black hair, and a sear over the left eye, 
about five feet eleven inches in height, and calling himself 
James W. Rivers, was taken up on the 13th by the vigilant 
committee, tarred and feathered, and the right side of his 
head shaven.”’ 

A few weeks ago an Irishman who had been 
naturalized, and had always voted the Democratic 
ticket, as he says, a citizen of Pennsylvania, while 
at work on the State capitol at Charleston, South 
Carolina, not in the hearing of slaves or any black 
man, but to his associate laborers, uttered senti- 
ments not considered exactly orthodox; for which 
he was caught, put in jail, stripped, and thirty- 
nine lashes put upon his bare back; a bucket of 
tar poured upon him, and feathers applied. He 
was then allowed a pair of cunmhascahen being 
imprisoned a further length of time, was put on 


| board the cars for New York, where he arrived, 
/ and related the facts above given. 


A clergyman, one of the most respectable citi- 
zens of Connecticut, a bookseller, was arrested 
in one of the southern States a short time since; 
and, on suspicion, without a shadow of evidence 
against him, thrust into jail, and on the interfer- 
ence of some of the citizens of his State was finally 


| liberated; but not until he had received sufficient 


abuse to make hima maniac. During aspeech 


' in this House by an honorable member from Geor- 


| permit me. 





gia, [Mr. Crawrorp,] on the 15th of December 
last, the following colloquy took place: 

“Mr. Crawrorp. Beecher said that he would preach 
the same doctrines in Virginiaas in Massachusetts. Brown 
says: * Beecher, why don’t you come and do it?’ I ask 
you why you do not come on? 

“Mr. Kircore. J will answer the gentieman if he will 
I will tell the gentleman why Mr. Beecher 
would not preach in Vitginia: because liberty of speech 
is denied in the South; and if he were to go there he would 
get a coat of tar and feathers. 

“Mr. Crawrorp. Yes, sir; not only would he be de- 
nied liberty of speech, but he would be denied personal lib- 
erty also, and would be hung higher than Haman.’’ 


Not only is Beecher threatened with the gallows 
if he goes South, but the distinguished Senator 
from New York is threatened with the halter if 
he is ever found in that quarter. An honorable 


; member from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] in a 
|| speech on the 8th of December last, is reported 


in the Globe to have said: 


“ Virginia has decided, and has hung the traitor Brown, 
and will hang the traitor Sewarpif he is found in her bor- 
der. (Laughter.)” 

Now I put it to our southern friends, when 
you and we are both liying under the same Con- 


| stitution which declares, ** That the citizens of 


each State shall be entitled to all the privileges 
and immynities of citizens in the several States,”” 
whether these things are not unjust toward the 


| people of the free-States? Not only are the citi- 


zens of the North threatened with stripes, im- 
prisonment, and death, if we visit the southern 


|| States, and that under the summary process of 


mob law, but, from certain recent indications, 


| peaceable, unoffending citizens in the South are 


to be driven out by unlawful violence, not for 
overt acts—not for anything they have done; but 
merely for entertaining opinions held by Wash- 
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ington, Jefferson, and Madison—nearly all the 
a4 early fathers of the Republic. The Cincinnati 
nh Commercial, of December 21, contains the follow- 
ing narrative, which explains itself: 

Fa « Thirty-six persons arrived in this city from Kentucky 
yesterday, having been warned to leave the State, for the 


crime of holding slavery to be a sin. ‘They are from Berea 
and vicinity, Madison county, Kentucky, where they were 


ee : persons are stopping at the Dennison House, th a por- 
eS) F: Uon have been received at private houses. 

Lete. “They are inoffensive persons, men of peace, and would 

ve not have been driven from any community in the world 

pi except one oppressed and benighted by the slave systein. 


They were neighbors, friends, and coworkers of the Rev- 
erend John G. lee, whose reputation as an earnest and 
= opponent of slavery is well known to the country. 
mong the exiles are the Reverend J. R. Rogers, principal 
of a flourishing schoo! at Berea, and his family; J.D. Reed 
and family; John 8. Hanson and family. Mr. Hanson is 
a iy a native of Kentucky, and a hard-working, thrifty man. 
Eg Bers He had recently erected a steam saw-mill, and owns five 
hundred acres of landin Madison county, Kentucky. The 
: 7 Reverend J. F. Boughton; E. 'T’. Hayes and 8. Life, car- 
7, eo penters; A. G. W. Parker, a native of South Carolina; 
i : —— ‘Toney, a native of Tennessee ; John Smith, a native 
3 i of Ohio, a farmer, who has lived in Kentucky some years.”’ 
¥ ‘ ° e ° ¥ ° ® “Mr. Rogers describes the 
fs warning thathe received quite graphically. He was in his 
| ; cottage, when a summons for him to appear was heard. 
On going to thedoor, he discovered an imposing eavalcade, 
i sixty-five well-mounted men being drawn up in warlike 
x 
be 


array. He was informed that he had ten days in which to 


leave the State. This was on the 23d of December. He | 
told them that he had not consciously violated any law of | 


the Commonwealth, and that, if he had unconsciously done 
#0, he would be most happy to be tried according to law. 
He was informed that they did not know that he had vio- 


Jated any law, but that his principles were incompatible | 


: : with the public peace, and that he must go.” 
; I make no comment, but leave the fair-minded 
ne men, North and South, to pass judgment upon 
ae such proceedings. If northern men, while visit- 


ei gg ing southern communities, by any act, or other- 
sii wise, violate any of the municipal laws of the 
States, let them be arrested, tried by an impartial 
court of justice, and not by a mad and infuriated 
mob, and then, if found guilty, let them suffer the 
penalties of the laws they have violated. 


freemen in the free States, agaist a system of 
a vindictive espionage, which arrests peaceable, 
a unoffending citizens upon groundless suspicions, 
u tries them at the revolutionary tribunal of Judge 
 < Lynch, sd then murders them, under the mis- 
abs erable pretext of carrying into execution the man- 
dates of mob law. 
i Who has not heard of Bayard Taylor, the cel- 
a ebrated traveler, who has been the worid over, 


Africa, and America? Ina recent letter published 


a 
peer 


it en’s Christian Association of Richmond, Vir- 
inia, breaking off a lecture engagement because 
{r.'Taylor had at some time been a literary cor- 
| a respondent of the New York Tribune, he said: 
r- “TI have traveled in all the principal portions of the 
‘ ; earth; I know all forms of government and all réligious 
creeds, from personal observation and study ; but nowhere, 
in any of the lands or races most bitterly hostile to repub- 
licanism and Christianity, have I ever been subjected to a 
narrower or more insulting censorship.”’ 

In fifteen States in this Union an ** American 
citizen,’” peaceably and ree traveling, has 
eh du no more pretection than he would have in a land 

; oe of savages, upon whom the light of civilization 

ee had never dawned. It is God’s truth, that there 
is not a despotic Government in the Old World, 
where an American citizen, living in the North, 
oe would not be better protected than in the slave 
. oO States of this Union. The “stars and cam. gall 
afford protection to the humblest citizen abroad, yet 
upon our own soil, in fifteen State sovereignties, 
owing allegiance to the Federal Union and to the 
Constitution, it gives no more protection to a free- 
man of the North, than the black flag of a West 
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living industrious, sober, and peacefullives. Mggstof these | 


But I | 


do protest, in the name of the eighteen million || 


among savage and civilized men in Europe, Asia, || 


by him, in answer to a letter from the Young | 
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of FRANCHISE, secured to them in article two of 
the Constitution of the United States, and in sec- 
tion twelve of the amendments to the same. These 
provisions secure to the prop.e of all the States 
the right, once in four years, to elect a President 
_and Vice President by a majority of electoral 
votes. Strange and monstrous as is the proposi- 
_ tion, yet itis no more strange than true, that a 
portion of the South have undertaken to dictate 
to the freemenof the North as to how and for whom 
| they shall vote. It is substantially a proposition 
of the South to oversee the North in the exercise 
| of the dearest rightan American citizen has under 
the Constitution—the right to act free and un- 
trammeled at the ballot-box. The people of the 
free States were gravely told by their southern 
brethren, prior to the last presidential election, 
** We will permit you to elect Buchanan; but if 
ou have the audacity to elect Frémont, we will 
low x 4 the Government.’’ And we are now sub- 
l 


ade ; : === 
| not ashamed or afraid publicly to avow that ; 

| Wits a. Sewane, ee Salmon P. Chase, or angiat 
| representat the Republican party, u : 
platform, ought to be resibted to the @atephion ore tonal 


| Very 
that binds this Confederacy together. [ Appi: Ye 
| Demoeratic side of the House }--Hon. en cn 
| Alabama. " Sy, 
| “T speak for no one but myself and those I have here th 
honor to represent, and I say, without hesitation, thar y : 
| the election of Mr. Sewakp, or any other man ae 
| dorses and proclaims the doctrines held by him ang |. 
| party—call him by what name you please—/ am jy vera 
| an immediate dissolution of the Union. And, sir, { ty) : 
| I speak the sentiments of my own constituents, and - 
| State of South Carolina, when I say so.”°—Hon. M. 1. Bon 
| ham, South Carolina. ditt 
shine Now I speak for myself, and not for the delegatio 
We have endeavored for forty years to settle this quest, = 
between the North and the South, and find it iumpossibie 
J, therefore, am without hope in the Union; so are hus. 
dreds of thousands of my countrymen at home. The most 
confiding of all them are, sir, for ‘equality in the Union of 
independence out of it ;’ having lost ali hope of the former 
I am for ‘INDEPENDENCE NOW, AND INDEPENDENCE po). 
ever.’ ’’—Hon. M. J. Crawford, Georgia. 
“Gentlemen of the Republican party, I warn you. 


i TE 





stantially told the same thing; for we havo been || , : ; Pre. 
? : : 7 ent your sectional candidate for 1 ; elect hi 
, solemnly warned, in this House and out of it, to : um 23 the 


representative of your system of labor; take possession oj 
the Government as the instrument of your power in this 
conflict of ‘irrepressible cgpflict,’ and we of the Sou 
will tear this Constitution pieces and look to our giins 
for justice and right against aggression and wrong. Decid» 
then, the destinies of this great country. We are prepared 
for the decision.’’—Hon. R. Davis, Mississippi. 

“T shall announce the solemn fact, disagreeable thoy 
it may be to you as well as to me, to my people as well as 
to yours, that if this course of aggression shall be continued 
the people of the South, of the slaveholding States, will bs 
compelled, by every principle of justice, of honor, and of 

self-preservation, to ‘ disrupt every tie that binds us to the 
Union—peaceably if they can, forcibly if they must. »— 
| Hon. L. J. Gartrell, Georgia. 

I have not a single word of censure to utter to- 
wards those gentlemen who have indulged in the 
foregoing remarks; fer we are responsible to our 
constituents and not to our peers for the senti- 
ments we advance upon this floor. We have here 
a distinct proposition addressed to the people of 
the free States, that there is really an intention on 
the part of at least a portion of the South to dis. 
solve this Union in a certain contingency, and 
that contingency is the election of a Republican 
President. The issue is tendered, and in the name 
of the people of the North we accept it. We will 
try the issue; we will test the strength of the 
Union. Here is the alternative presented to the 
North; either to abandon their clear, unquestion- 
able rights under the Constitution, freely to par- 
ticipate in the election of a President, or to ac- 
knowledge themselves contemptible servile slaves, 
by marching up to the polls under duress. | speak 
for myself and for my people when I say if the 
Union cannot stand the election and inauguration 
of a Republican President, standing upon the 
platform of the fathers of the Republic, “ let il 
slide;’’ itis not worth preserving a single hour. 
And we want no delay in this matter; let the 
crisis come in 1860. The great Republican party 
of this country demand that the issue be tried; let 
it come, and come in 1860. 

In the face and eyes of these threats the na- 
tional Republican committee have met and issued 
their call tonominate a candidate. This call em- 
bodies so much of real genuine patriotism, is 80 
eminently national and conservative in its sent- 
ments, that I will read itand have it incorporated 
into my printed remarks. 

“ Tur Repusiican NaTionat CONVENTION.—A national 
Republican convention will meet at Chicago, on Wednes- 
day, the 18th day of June next, at 12 o’clock, (noon,) forthe 
nomination of candidatesfor President and Vice President 
at the next election. 

“The Republican electors of the several States, the wen 
bers of the People’s party of Pennsylvania, and ef the Op- 
position party of New Jersey, and all others who are willing 
to ——. with them in support of the candidates wie 
shail there be nominated, and who are opposed to the pol- 
icy of the present Administration; to Federal cormipuon 
and usurpation ; to the extension of slavery into the Terri- 
tories; to the new and dangerous political doctrine that tt 


| beware how we vote; to be ‘‘ careful and not elect 
| a Republican President in 1860; if you do, we will 
resist his inauguration.”’ . 

An honorable member from Georgia, [Mr. 
Crawrorp,]} in a speech in this House, Decem- 
| ber 15, said: 

** Now, in regard to the election of a Black Republiean 
President, I have this to say, and I speak the sentiment of 
eVery Democrat on this floor from the State of Georgia: 
we will never submit to the inauguration of a Black Repub- 
| lican President. [Applause from the Democratic benches 
|| and hisses from the Republicans.] [ repeat it, sir—and i 
|| have authority to say so—that no Democratic Representa- 
tive from Georgia on this floor will ever submit to the in- 
auguration of a Black Republican President. [Renewod 
applause and hisses. }”? e | 





Another honorable gentleman, from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Siveceron,] in a speech upon this 
floor, December 21, speaking of the time when 
the South would be in favor of taking steps for 
disunion, said: 

** You ask me when will the time come; when will the 
South be united? It will be when you elect a Black Re- 

ublican —Ha ve, Sewarp, or Chase — Prosident of the 
nited States. Whenever you undertake to place sugh a 
| man to preside over the destinies of the South, yeu y 
| expect to see us undivided and indivisible friends, and to 
| see all parties of the South arrayed to resist his inaugura- 
; tion. 
| But I will defer what further remarks I desire 
to make under this head, and finish them under 
my next point 
_ 12. Another aggression upon the free States is 
a threatened attempt to dissolve the Union. As I 
| mean to deal fairly in these matters, I will not 
charge this attempt upon the South, but upon the 
so-called Demccratic party, where it belongs; for 
I thank Heaven we have upon this floor, from the 
| sunny South, as noble a band of patriots as ever 
| rallied under the flag of the Constitution. I refer to 
| the southern Opposition. Sir, the soul-stirring ap- 
peals of the eloquent Nevson and his eT, aR 
upon this floor, in behalf of our beloved Union, 
have already met with a warm and cordial re- 
| sponse from millions in all parts of the country; 
_and we of the North and the West and the mid- 


dle States, will reécho them back in thunder tones, 
and will strike hands with these southern brethren 
in fighting the battles of the Constitution and 
Union. But back to my point. 1 will not deal 
|| in empty declamation, for it amounts to nothing. 
| Facts are what we want, and what the pope 
| want. I have said the very existence of the Union 
| is threatened; and I have sclected several extracts 
| from speeches made in this House at this session, 
| as reported in the Congressional Globe, in proof 
of this allegation, to let the people and the coun- 
try know from what section and party they have 
come. 


] 
| 
| 


rf { Indian pirate. “It may be asked, when will the time come when We || Constitution, of its own force, carries slavery into all the 
ae This is the legitimate, Hatural effect of the sys- | *2!! separate from the North? I say candidly, if the views || ‘Territories of the United States; to the ning of we 
; : es . || expressed by the gentleman from Towa are, as he says, com- African slave-trade ; to any uality of rights among cl 
.@ tem of African slavery. Carry it into the Terri- || yon to the Republican party, and if they ar¢ determined to sonst Gnd Who Bre ah faves Of the tinebadiate namireion oC 
; tories and the same results will follow. Free labor endoree soame Vines, i dactate ayealtveniy to-day. I woe Kansas inte the Union under the Constitution recently 
i will be degraded; free speech suppressed} and free || "Ot ask to delay the timeasinglehour.” * *  * ‘ || adopted by its people; of restoring the Federal admin'> 
i men, guilty of no offense against the laws, lynched, || get ouly is my district, but, I believe, every distriet in my |! tration to a system of rigid economy ; and to the principles 
F : . 5 State is to take co in favor of a dissolution of |) of Washington and Jefferson’ of maintaining inviolate the 
| tarred and feathered, whipped, hung, and driven || the Union, when you tell them that such are your senti- rights of the States, and defending the soil of every Sta'* 
' out by the menaces, howlings, and infuriated rav- ments and porpecse."\-Hon. 0. . Singleton, n i. and Territory from iawless invasion ; and of preserving th 
ings of a fanatical, blood-thirsty mob. These are ene ee base ene eens bes he ries. 20 seat integrity of this Union, and the supremacy of the Constitt: 
the practical consequences growing out of Demo- || ‘tS Representatives, 0 Ww Sianiees Toul” tion and laws in pursuance thereoi, against ve ol 
Skeet — land ends : my judge, as one of its Re ntatives, I would shatter || soiracy of the leaders of a sectional to resist the 18 
- cratic doctrines as enunciated and expeunded in this Republic from turret to stone before I would jority principle as established by Government, at the 
i} . a title less. [Appluuse in the galleries. ]”"—Hon. L. || expense of its existence, are invited to send from — 

Al. 1 arraign the Democratic party in the South || “; » South Carolina. State two delegates from every congressional district, 

fap en ngemgt bow be onde ns dheit pant to || Now, sir, however distasteful it may be to my friend || four delegates et large, vo the convention.” 

" part from New York, [Mr. Cuarx,} however much it may revolt . : . d set and 

deprive the people of the free States of their right || the puilie sentiment or conscience of this country, [ am Mr. Chairman, the sur will mse and set, 
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